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Preface

Dear readers, we have started edristi English editionas well since August, 2015. Weare
hopeful thatit will help us to connectto the broader audience and amplify our personral
bonding with each other.

While presenting Day-to-day current affairs, we arevery cautious on choosing the right
topics to make sure only those get the place which are useful forcompetitive exams
perspective, not to increase unnecessary burden on the readers by putting useless
materials. Secondy, we have also provided the reference links to ensureits credibility
which is our foremost priority. You canalways refer the lirks to validateits authenticity.
Wewill try to present the currentaffairs topics as quickly as possible butits authentidty
is given higher priority overits turnaround time. Thereforeit could happen that we
publish theincident one or two days later in the website.

Our plan will be to publish our monthly PDF on very first day of every month with
making appropriate modifications of day-to-day events. In general, the events happened
till 28th day will be given placein the PDFs. The necessity of thisis to ensure the
contents factual authenticity.

Reader’s satisfaction is our utmost priority so requesting you to provide your valuable
feedback to us. We will warmly welcome your appreciation/criticism given to us. It will
surely show us the rightdirection to improve the content quality. Hopefully the current
affairs PDF(from 1st October to 31st October) will benefitour beloved readers.

Current affairs data will be useless ifitcouldn’t originate any competitive exam
questions. E-Dristi has been very successful in that direction. Almost all the questions
from UPPCS and other examinations have been asked from our materials. You can verify

thatby matching the question papersand e-Dristi contents from yourselves.

http://www.edristi.in/
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National
8th BRICS Summit-2016

Question: 8th BRICS Summit was organised in which of the following country?

(a) India (b) China "Wlp.s P P
(c) Brazil (d) Russia 3 ;‘;h e
Ans:(a) [

Related facts: W BRICS GOA 201335

e India hostedthe 8th BRICS Summit during its Chairmanship which was held on 15-16
October 2016 in Goa.

e It may berecalled that the Fourth BRICS Summit was held in 2012 at New Delhi.

e The summit was chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

e Thetheme of India’s BRICS Chairmanship is “Building Responsive, Inclusive and
Collective Solutions”.

e The summit was attended by the Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Brazilian President
Michel Temer, Russian President Vladimir Putin, ChinesePresident Xi Jinping and South
African President Jacob Zuma.

e The summit discussed to enhancecooperaion in economic fieldsamongthe memkber
Jates.

e Atthe end of the summit, 109 point Goa Declaration was released by the leaders.

e The leaders condemnedterrorismin all its forms and stressed thatthere could be no
justification for such acts.

e The leaders called upon all nationsto adopt a comprehensive apprach incombating
terrorism.

e BRICS nations reaffirmed the commitment to inaease the effectiveness ofthe UN
counter-terrorism framework.

e They condemnedthe recent attacks against some BRICS countries, includingthe Uri
terror attack in India.

e The Goa Declaraion called for the need for reforms of the UN, including its Security

Council,to increase representation of developing countries.

http://www.edristi.in/



Reference:

The leaders of BRICS nations appreciatedthe progress inthe implementation of the
Srategy for BRICS Economic Partnership and emphasised the importance of the BRICS
Roadmap for T rade, Economic and Investment Cooperation until 2020.

The leaders welcomed the adoption of 2030 Agenda for Qustainable Development and its
Sustainable Development Goals and reiterated determination to use all policy toolsto
achievethe goal of sustainable and inclusive growth.

The five-nation group of emerging economies BRICS has agreed to set up an independent
BRICS Rating Agency in its efforts to challenge Western hegemony in the world of
finance.

At present there are three global agencies(S&P, Fitch, Moody’s) based in western
countriesaccount for 90%oftherating market.

The ninth BRICS Summit will be hosted by China in 2017. In 2015, the seventh BRICS
summit was heldfrom 8to 9 July in the Russian city of Ufa in Bashkortostan.

BRICS isthe acronym for an association of five major emerging national economies:
Brazil, Russia, India, Chinaand South Africa.

It was establishedin 2009. Originally it was known as BRIC beforethe inclusion of South
Africa in 2011.

The first formal summit was heldin Yekaerinburg, Russia.

The BRICS members are all developing or newly industrialised countries and all five are
G-20 mambers.

They are distinguished by their large, fast-growing economies and significant influence on
regional and glohal affairs.

As of 2015, the five BRICS countries represent over 3.6 hillion people, or half of the
world population; all fivemembers are inthe top 25 of the world by population, and four
are in thetop 10.

The fivenations have a combined nominal GDP of US$16.6 trillion, equivalent to
approximately 22% of the gross world product, combined GDP (PPP) of around US$37

trillion and an estimated US$4 trillion in combined foreign reserves.

http:/brics2016.gov.in/content/innerpage/8th-summit.php

http://pib.nicin/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=151706

http //www.mea.gov.in/bilateral-documents.htm?dt1/27491/Goa+Declaration+at+8th+BRICS+Summit
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The Nobel Prize in Literature 2016

Question: The Nobel Prize in Literature for year 2016 hasbeen given to... .
a) Bob Dylan

b) Svetlana Alexievich
c) Parick Modiano

d) None ofthe above.

Ans:(a)
Related facts:
e On 13thOctober, 2016 The Nobel Prize in Literature for 2016 has been awarded to Bob
Dylan “for having created new poetic expressionswithin the great American song
tradition”.
e Bob Dylan was born on May 24,1941 in Duluth, Minnesata. He grew up in a Jewish
middleclass family in the city of Hibbing.
e Asateenager heplayed i various bands. With time his interest inmusic deepened, with a
particular passion for American folk music and blues.
e One of his idols was the folk singer Woody Guthrie. He was also influenced by the early
authors of the Beat Generation, as well asby modemnist poets.
e He signed a contract with recordproducer John Hammond for his debut album, called
Bob Dylan (1962). In thefollowing years he recorded a number of albums had impact on
popular music and brought him fame: Bringing It All Badkk Home and Highway 61
Revisitedin 1965, Blonde On Blonde in 1966 and Blood On The Tracks in 1975.
e His productivity continued in the following decades, resulting in masterpieces like Oh
Mercy (1989), T ime Out Of Mind (1997)and Modern T imes (2006).
e Asan artist, Bobis strikingly versatile; hehas been active as painter, actorand
scriptwriter.
e He has written the autobiography Chronicles (2004), which depicts memories fromthe
early years in New York and provides glimpses of his life at the center of popular culture.
Reference:

https://www.nobelprize.org/nobel prizes/literature/laureates/2016/bio-bibl.pdf
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Economic Sciences Nobel Prize 2016

Question: This year’s Nobel Prize in economic sciences has been awardedto Oliver Hartand Bengt
Holmstréom for their contribution ©....?
a) Contract theory
b) Social justice
c) Distributive justice
d) none of the above.
Ans:(a)
Related fact
e The Sveriges Riksbank Prize in Economic Sciences in Memory of Alfred Nobel 2016 was
awarded jointly to Oliver Hart and Bengt Holmstrom “fortheir contributionsto contract

theory”.

e ThePriz amount: 8 million Swedish krona will be shared equally between the two
laureates.

e Newtheoretical tools created by Hart and Holmstrém are important to the understanding
of real-life contracts and institutions as well as patential pitfalls incontrad design.

e Thisyea’s laureates have developed contract theory which provides a comprehensive
framework for analysing many diverse issues in contractual design, like performance-
based pay for top executives, deductiblesand co-pays in insurance andtheprivatisation
of public-sector activities.

e Inthe late 1970s, Bengt Holmstrom’s informativeness principle stated precisely how this
contract should link the agent’s pay to performance-relevant information.

e Inthe mid-1980s, Oliver Hart made basic contributions to a new stream of contrad theory
that deals with the important case of incomplete mntracts. Hart’s findings on incomplete
contracts have shed newlight onthe ownership and control of businesses and have had a
vast impact on several fields of economics, as well as poliical science and law. His
research provides us with new theoreticaltools for studying questions such as which kinds
of companies should merge the proper mix of delt and equity.

e Itisto benotedthatthe Prize in Economic Sciences isnot a Nobel Prize. In 1968,
Sveriges Riksbank (Sweden’s central bank) instituted “The Sveriges Riksbank Prize in
Economic Sciences in Memory of Alfred Nobel”, and it has sincebeen awarded by the
Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences acardingtothe same principles as for the Nobel
Prizesthat have been awarded since 1901. The first Prizein Economic Sciences was
awarded to Ragnar Frisch and Jan T inbergen in 1969.

e The Sveriges Rikshank Prize in Economic Sciences in Memory of Alfred Nobel has been
awarded 48 timesto 78 Laureates between 1969 and 2016.

Reference:
http //www.nobelprize.org/nobel prizes/economic-sciences/laureates/2016/press.html
https.//mww.theguardian.com/business/economics-blog/live/2016/oct/L0/nobel-prize-in-economics-2016-

awarded-live
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The NobelPeace Prize for 2016

Question: The Nobel Peace Prize for 2016 will be given to which personality or institution?

a) Juan Mantel Santos s, e
2016 NOBEL PEACE PRIZE

b) National Dialogue Quartet

¢) Organization for the Prohibition of Chemial Weapons (OPCW)

d) European Union (EU) fE]kuan Manuel Satos

[ET— d

Ans: (a)
Related facts:

e On 7th October, 2016 The Norwegian Nobel Committee has decided to award the
Nobel PeacePrize for 2016 to Colombian President Juan Manuel Santos.

e He awarded for hisresolute effortsto bringthe country’s more than 50-year-long civil
war to an end, a warthat hascod the lives of at least 220 000 Colombians and
displaced close to six million people.

e Theaward should also be seen as atribute tothe Colombian people who, despite great
hardships and abuses, have not given up hopeof ajust peace,andto all the parties
who have contributed tothe peace process.

e President Santos initiated the negotiationstha culminated in the peaceaccord
between the Colombian government andthe FARC guerrillas (leader- Rodrigo
Londofio) and he has consistently sought to move the peace process forward.

e Thecivil war in Colombia isone of the longest civil wars in modern times andthe
sole remaining armed conflid in the Americas.

About ceasefire agreement-

e On 23 June,2016the Colombian governmentand country’s rebel group
Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC) have signed ceasefire agreement
to end of oneofthe world’s oldest wars which ledto a more than 50 years of
bloodshed.

e Colombian president Juan Manuel Santos and Farc commander Timoleon Jimenez

signed the agreement in Cuba.
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e Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC) will disarm withinsix months
under the supervision of United Nations.

e Itisthe longest running civil war in Latin American countries.

e About 7000 FARC Soldier will be demobhilize, who have bases in themountans and
foreds.

e Although, the Votersin Colombia’s referendum havenarrowly rejected a peace
accord between the government and the Marxist group, FARC.

e President Juan Mantel Santos, who had promoted the “yes” campaign, said after
results were announced that the bilateral ceasefire with FARC “is gill in effed and
should continue to be in effed. | won’t give up. I’'ll continue to search for peace until
the last moment of my mandae”.

About Nobel Peace Prize-

e The Nobel Peace Prize has been awarded 97 times to 130 Nobkel Laureates between
1901 and 2016, 104 individuals and 26 organizations.

e Sincethe International Committee ofthe Red Cross has been awarded the Nobel
Peace Prize three times (in 1917, 1944 and 19%63), and the Office of the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees has been awarded the Nobel Peace Prize
two times (in 1954 and 1981), there are 23 individual organizaions which have been
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize.

e Itisto be notedthatthe the prize was established by the will of Swedish inventor
Alfred Nobel in 1895.

e Theprizes in Chemistry, Literature, Peace, Physics, and Physiology or Medicine were
firstawardedin 1901.

e Therelated Nobel MemorialPrize in Economic Sciences was established by
Sweckn’s central bank in 1968.

Reference:

https://www.nobelprize.org/nobkel prizes/peace/laureates/2016/press.html

https://www.nabelprize.org/nokel prizes/peace/laureates/index.htm
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The Nobel Prize inChemistry 2016

Question: The Nobel Prize in Chemistry 2016 has been awarded to ...?
a) Jean-Pierre Sauvage
b) Sir J. Fraser Stoddart
c¢) Bernard L. Feringa
d)a,b&c
Ans:(d)
Related facts:
e On 5th October,2016 The Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences decided to awardthe
Nobel Prize in Chemistry 2016 to Jean-Pierre Sauvage (University of Strasbourg, France)
Sr J. Fraser Stoddart (Nathwestern University, Evanston, IL, USA) and Bernard L.
Fering (University of Groningen,the Netherlands) for “ the design and synthesis of

molecular machines.”

e Theprize share will be one third for each of the laureates.

e The 2016 Nobel Laureates in Chemistry have miniaturised machines and taken chemistry
to anewdimension.

e The firststep towards a molecular machine was taken by Jean-Pierre Sauvage in 1983,
when he succeeded in lirking two ring-shaped moleculestogetherto forma chain, called
acatenane.

e The second step was taken by Fraser Stoddart in 1991, when he developed arotaxane. He
threaded a molecular ringonto athin molecular axle and cemonstrated tha the ring was
able to move along the axle. Based on rotaxanes he developed a molecular lift, a
molecular muscle and a molecule-based computer chip.

e Bernard Feringa was thefirst person to develop amolecular motor; in 1999 he gota
molecular rotor blade to spin continually inthe same direction. Using molecular motors,
he hasratated a glass cylinder that is 10,000 times bigger than themotor and also
designeda nanocar.

e Thisyea’s Nobel Laureaes in Chemistry have taken molecular systems out of
equilibrium’s stalemate and into energy-filled staes in which their movements can be
controlled.

e |tisto benotedthat TheNobel Prize in Chemistry has been awarded 108timesto 175
Nobel Laureates between 1901 and 2016. Frederick Sanger is theonly Nobel Laureate
who has been awarded the Nobel Prize in Chemistry twice, in 1953 and 1930.

e This meansthat atotal of 174 individuals have received the Nobel Prize in Chemistry.

Reference:
https.//mww.nobelprize.org/nobel prizes/chemistry/laureates/2016/press.html

https://www.nobelprize.ora/nobel prizes/chemistry/laureates/index.html

15
http://www.edristi.in/



The NobelPrize in Physics 2016

Question: Nobel Prize in Physics for this year has keen awarded to ...?
a) David J. Thouless

b) F. Duncan M. Haldane

¢) J. Michael Kosterlitz

dab&c

Ans:(d)

Related facts:

g
2016 NOBEL PRIZE IN PHYSICS
By, Y

“IAN IR
David ]. Thouless

F. Duncan M. Haldane
| J. Michael Kosterlitz

h

o

e On 4th October,2016 The Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences has decided to award the

Nobel Prize inPhysics 2016 jointly to David J. Thouless (Prize share: %), F. Duncan M.

Haldane (Prize share: %) and J. Michael Kosterlitz (Prizeshare: %) “for theoretical

discoveries of topological phase transitions andtopological phases of matter”.

e Three British physicists workingat US universities have won the Nobel Prize in Physics

for revealing thesecrets of exoticmatter.

e Thisyea’s laureates openedthe door on an unknown world where matter can assune

strange states. T hey haveused advanced mathemaical methods to study unusual phases,

or states, of matter, such as superconductors, superfluids or thin magneticfilms.

e The 8 million Swedish Krona prize (morethan US$931,000) was divided between the

three laureates according to their contributions —one half awarded to David Thouless of

the University of Washington, and the other half jointly to Duncan Haldane of Princeton

Universty and Michael Kosterlitz of Brown University.

e The Nobel Prize in Physics has been awarded 110timesto 204 Nobel Laureates beween

1901 and 2016. John Bardeen isthe only Nobel Laureate who has been awarded the Nobel

Prize in Physicstwice, in 1956 and 1972. This means that a total of 203 individuals have

receivedthe Nokel Prize in Physics.
Reference:

https:.//www.nobelprize.ora/nobel prizes/physics/laureates/2016/

http//edition.cnn.com/2016/10/04/world/2016-nobelprize-physics/

http 7/ www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-37486373

16
http://www.edristi.in/



The Nobel Prize inPhysiology or Medicire 2016

Question: The Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine 2016 was awarded to Yoshinori Ohsumi for

LL? — -
2016 NOBEL PRIZE IN
PHYSIOLOGY OR MEDICINE

a) Discoveries of mechanisms for autophagy.
b) Discoveries conceming a novel therapy against malaria

c¢) Discoveries of cellsthat constitutea positioning system in the brain

d) None ofthe above.
Ans: (a)
Related facts:

e On 3rd October,2016the2016 Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine was awarded to
Yoshinori Ohsumi.

e Yoshinori Ohsumi is associated with Tokyo Institute of Technology, Tokyo, Japan.

e He was awardedthe honor for hisdiscoveries of mechanisns for autophagy

e The word autophagy originates from the Greek words auto-, meaning “self”, and phagein,
meaning “to eat”

e Oshinori Ohsumi used baker’syeast to identify genes essential forautophagy. Hethen
went onto elucidate the underlying mechanisms for autophagy inyeast and showed that
similar sophisticaed madiinery is used inour cells.

e Ohsumi’s discoveries opened thepath tounderstanding the fundamental importance of
autophagy in many physblogical processes, such as in the adaptation to starvation or
responseto infedion. Muations in autophagy genes can cause disase, and the autophagic
process is involved in several conditions including cancerand neuological disease.

e Sdnce 1901, 107 Nobel Prizes in Physiology or Medicinehave been awarded. It was not
awarded on nineoccasions: in 1915, 1916, 1917,1918, 1921, 1925, 1940,1941 and 1942.

e Intotal 211 individuals have been awarded between1901-2016 asthe 32 prizes have been
shared by two Laureatesand 36 betweenthree.

e |tisto benotedthatthe the prize was established by the will of Swedish inventor Alfred
Nobel in1895.The prizes in Chemistry, Literature, Peace, Physics, and Physiology or
Medicine were first awarded in 1901. Therelated Nobel Memorial Prize in Economic
Sienceswas established by Sweden’s central bark in 1968.

Reference:

https://www.nobelprize.ora/nobel prizes/medicine/laureates/2016/press.html

https://www.nobelprize.org/nobel prizes/facts/medicine/index.ntml

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nobel Prize
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City Gas Distribution (CGD) project

Question: In which of the falowing city Prime Minister Narendra Modi
laidthe foundation stone of the City Gas Distribution (CGD) project?
(a) Balia (b) Gorakhpur

(c) Varanasi  (d) Kanpur

Ans: (c)
Related fact:

e On 24 October 2016 Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi laid the foundation stone of the
City Gas Distribution (CGD) project in Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh.

e Theprogct is pat of GAIL (India) Limited’s Jagdishpur = Haldia and Bokaro —= Dhamra
Pipelineproject (JHBDPL), popularly known as ‘Urja Ganga’.

e GAIL has also been entrusted with developing CGD network in seven cities enrotte the
pipeline, i.e., Varanasi, Patna, Jamshedpur, Kolkaa, Ranchi, Bhubaneswar and Cuttack.

e The Varanasi CGD project will be developed simultaneously withthe Jagdishpur — Haldia
and Bokaro - Dhamra Pipeline project, which is bkeing done forthe first time in the
country.

e Theprogct, with an estimated caital investment of Rs.1000 crores, is expected to connect
50,000 households with piped natural gas (PNG) and provide compressed natural gas
(CNG) t020,000vehiclesthrough 20 CNG stations.

e The 2,540 km JHBDPL project isbeing executed at an investment of Rs 12,940 crores,
which includes 40% captal grant (i.e. Rs5,176 crores) from the Government of India.

e It will pass through five gates, i.e. Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, harkhand, Odisha and West
Bengal, covering40 districts.

Reference:

http//www.cailonline.com/final site/pressrelease-24-10-16.htm|

http //www.pmindia.gov.in/en/news updates/pms-speech-in-varanasi-laying-the-foundation-stone-of-

urja-ganga-project-png-pipeline-doubling-varanasi-allahabad-rail-tradk-24-10-2016/?comment=disable
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National Academic Depository

Question: National Academic Depository (NAD) isan initiative of ... .

a) Ministry of Human Resources  b) NITI Aayog '
¢) Home Ministry d) NCERT
Ans:(a) man

NATIONAL ACADEMIC DEPOSITORY

Related fact:

e The Union Cabinet under the Chairmanship of Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi gave its
approval for establishment and operaionalisaion of a National Academic Depository (NAD) on
27th October, 2016.

e The NAD would be established and operationalised within the next three months and would be
rolled out throughou the country in 2017-18.

e The NAD would be operationalised by National Securities Depository Limited and Central
Depository Services(India) Limited.

e NAD shall maintainthe authenticity, integrity and confidentiality of its database. It will also train
and facilitate academic institutions/boards/ to efficiently lodge academic awards in the database.
What is NAD?

NAD is a unique, innovative and progressive step towards achieving digital
enablement of the educational records. NAD aims to make the vision of Digital
Academic Certificates for every Indian a reality. NAD is not only a daabase copy of
the certificate records for Academic Institutes but a complete system for Issuing
Online Certificates towell identified and registered students. It will provide digital or
a printed copy of the academic award with security featurestothe students orother
authorized users. NAD will verify academic awards online onthe same day of request
initiaed by any authorized user. The decisionaims at bringing another dimension and
enhancement to the vision of Digital India.

Benefits:

Earlyreceipt of online certificates as comparedto physical certificates.

e Online, 24/7 access to all certificate records and no risk of losing, mutilation ec.

e Easy acceptability of online verifiable certificates without recuiring attested copies,
original presentation.

e Easy facility for applying forand ohtaining duplicate copy ofthe certificates.

e Easy facility to submit verifiable copy of the certificate to employers, higher

educational institutes
Reference:
https://nad.ndml.in/about-nadhtml
http//pib.nicin/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx ?relid=153035
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Regional Connectivity Scheme

Question: RecentlyCivil Avation Minister P Ashok Gajapathi Ragju launched the Ministry’s much
awaited Regional Connectivity Scheme with which of the following name?

(a) SAFAR (b) UDAN
(c) GARUN (d) VISTAAR
Ans: (b)

Related fact:

e On 21 October 2016 Civil Aviation Minister P Adiok Gajapathi Raju launched the
Ministry’s much awaited Regional Connectivity Sheme“ UDAN” in New Delhi.

e UDAN is an innovative scheme to develop the regional aviation market.

e Theobjective ofthe scheme is“Ude Desh Ka Aam Naagrik”.

e This scheme ensure affordability, connectivity, growth and development.

e It wouldprovide a win-win situation for all stakeholders— citizens would get the benefit
of affordability, connectivity and more jobs.

e The scheme UDAN envisages providing connectivity to un-served and under-served
airports ofthe country through revival of existing air-strips and airports.

e The scheme would be in operation for a period of 10 years.

e UDAN has a unique market-based model to devebp regional conrectivity.

e Interested airline and helicopter operators can start operations on hitherto un-connected
routes by submitting proposalstothe Implementing Agency.

e The selected airline operaor would haveto provide a minimum of9 and a maximum of
40 UDAN Seats ( subsidized rates )on the UDAN Flightsfor operations through fixed
wing aircraft anda minimum of 5 and a maximum of 13 Sats onthe Flights for
operations through helicopters.

e On each such route, the minimum frequency would be three and maximum of seven
departures per week.

e Route ngworks would also be encouraged underthe scheme to achieve economies of
scale and optimal usage of aircratt.

e The fareforaone hour journey of appx. 500 km on a fixed wing aircraft or for a 30
minute journey on a helicopter would nowbe capped at Rs. 2,500, with proportiorate
pricing for routes of diffeaent stage lengths / flight duration.

e ARegional Connectivity Fund would be created to meet the viability gap funding
requirements under the scheme.

e The RCF levy per departure will be appliedto cettain domestic flights.

e The partner State Governments (ather than North Eastern States and Union T erritories
where contribution will be 10 %)would contribute a 20% share to this fund.

e For balanced regional growth,theallocations under the scheme would be equitably spread
across the five geographical regions of the country viz. North, West, South, East and
North-east.

Reference:
http//pib.nicin/hewsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=151850
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Shaurya Smarak

Question: Recently Prime Minister Narendra Mod inaugurated the newly built war memorial -
Shaurya Samarak in which of the followingcity?
(a) Bhopal (b) Indore (c) Jaipur (d) Hyderabad
Ans:(a) e
Related facts: L et ka
e On 14 October 2016 Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the newly built war
memorial- Shaurya Samarak- in Bhopal, MadhyaPradesh.
e The Shaurya Smarak is spread over an area of 1267 acre land andthe tales of their
bravery are on display at this memorial.
e Itincludes a 62-foot Shaurya Stambh, an amphitheatre and galleries to display history of
the armed forces.
e Cost of mnstruction of the memarial is Rs 41 crore.
e Their saaifices & various stages of life and ultimately of life itself are displayed very
vividly.
e Thetraditional eternal lamp Amar Jyoti, lit in reverence tothe matyrs, isrepresented by a
state-of-the-art holographic image at the memorial.
Reference:
http //www.narendramodi.in/pm-modi-at-a-public-meeting-with-ex-servicemen-in-bhopal-madhya-

pradesh-532719

Creationof new district in Telangana

Question: Recentlyhow many newdistrictshas been created in Telangana?
(a) 10 (b) 15 (c)21 (d) 20

Ans: (c)

Related facts:

e On auspicious occasion of Vijaya Dasami, 11 October 2016 T elangana Government had
redrawn its map by creating 21 new districts.

e With these, the tatal number of districts of the youngest state of India went up to 31.

e Telangana Chief Minister K Chandrasekhar Rao formally inaugurated Siddipet district
which iscarvedout of Medak district.

e This move will help in effective monitoring and implementation of welfare schemes.

e The government hasalso created 25 newrevenue divisions, 125 new mandals, four new
police commissionerates, 23 newpolice subdivisions, 28 new circles and 91 police
stations.

e Telangana, which has a population of 3.5 crore, was carved out of AndhraPradesh and it
came into existence as India’s 2%h state on June?2, 2014.

Reference:

http //www.thehindu.com/news/nationaltelangana/k-chandrasekhar-rao-inaugurates-siddipet-
district/article9207872.ece

http //Awww.ndtv.com/telangana-news'telangana-map-redrawn-adding-21-new-districts-14 72800
https.//imww.facebook.com/TelanganaCMO/photos/?tab=album&album id=533494013522122
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India ratifies Paris climate pact

Question: When did Indiahad ratified Paris climate pact?
(a) 1 October 2016 (b) 2 October2016
(c) 3 0October 2016 (d) 4 October2016
Ans: (b)
Related fact:
e Onthe 2 October2016 India ratifiedthe Paris Agreement on climate change at the United
Nations Headquarters in New York.
e Ambassador Syed Akbaruddin submitted India’s instrument of ratificationon 2 Odober
2016 to mincide with Mahatma Gandhi’s birthday and the Intemaional Day of Non-
Violence.
e On 28 September 2016, the Union Cabine approvedthe ratification of Paris climae
agreement.
e Paris Agreement was adopted by 185 nations last year on 12th December 2015 and India
signed the Paris Agreement in New York early this year on 22nd April 2016.
e Atotal of 191 countries have signedto the Paris Agreement so far.
e As per the provisions of the Paris Agreement, thetreaty will come into force as and when
55 countries contributingto 55 % of total global emnissionratify the agreement.
e S far, 62 countries havedeposited their instruments of raification, acceptance or
approval accounting in tatal for 47.79% of the total global greenhouse gas emissions.
Reference:
http //www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewslD=55185#.\V_ZMFEfIQ 71V

First States to become Open Defecation Free in urban areas

Question: Name the first States to kecome O pen Defecation Free in urban
areas?

(a) Karnataka, Gujarat (b) Manipur, Mahaashtra
(c) Andhra Pradesh, Gujarat ( d) Kerala, AndhraPradesh
Ans: (c)

Related facts:
e On 2 October 2016 Gujarat and Andhra Pradesh become the first States to declareall
cities andtowns in respedive Staes as Open Defecation Free (ODF).
e Districtsincluding Porbandar also declared ODF, on the 147th Birth Anniversary of
Mahatama Gandhi which is also the second anniversary of Swachh Bharat Mission.
e Porbandar, the naive district of Mahatma and allthe 180 cities andtowns in Gujarat were
declared ODF inthe presence of Union Minister of Drinking Water & Sanitation Naredra
Sngh Tomar, Gujarat Chief Minister Vijay Rupani at a special programme inPorbandar.
e AndhraPradesh Chief Minister N.Chandrababu Naidu declared all 110 cities and towns in
the State as ODFat a programmein Tirupati.
e Rs.186 a has been sanctioned for AndhraPradesh for focusing onsolid waste
management in urban areas.
e APostalStamp on Swachhat was released by Shri Venkaiah Naidu and Minister of
Communications ManojSinha in New Delhi.
e 405 cities and towns have so far claimedto have become Open Defecation Free along
with 20,000 of the 82,000 urban wards in the courtry.
Another334 cities and towns would become ODF by March next year.
Maharadtra, Kerala, Himachal Pradesh, Mizoram and other North-Eastern States are on
course to declareall urban areas as ODF soon.
e Swachh Bharat would be completed onthe occasion of his 150th birth anniversary of
GandhiJion October 2,2019.
Reference:
http //pib.nicin/hewsite/PrintRelease.aspx ?relid=151352
http //pib.nicin/hewsite/PrintRelease.aspx ?relid=151353
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New Director Genreral of National Security Guard (NSG)

Question: Recently who has been appointed as the Director General, National Seaurity Guard

(NSG)?

(a) P.C Thakur (b) Prakash Mishra  (c)O.P Singh (d) Sudhir Pratap Singh

Ans: (d)

Related facts:

Reference:

On 26 September 2016 Qudhir Pratap Singh has been appointedtothe post of Director
CGeneral, National Security Guard (NSG).

He is an IPS of Rajasthan cadre 1983.

He is presently working as ADG, CRPF.

His appointment is up to the date of this superannuation ie. up to 31.01.2018 or urtil
further orders, whichever is earlie.

http//pib.nicin/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=151110

INTERNATIONAL

Global Gender Gap Report, 2016

Question: What is the India’s rankin Global Gencer Gap Index for 2016?

(a) 95th
Ans: (b)

(b)87th  (c) 65th (d)105th

Related fact:
On 25 October 2016 World Economic Forum (WEF) released the Global g

Reference:

Gender Gap Report 2016.

Global Gender Gap Report 2016 ranked 144 courtries.

The report measures gender gap as progress towards parity between men and women in
four areas:

(i) Educational attainment, (i) Health and survival,

(iii) Economic opportunty and (iv) Political empowermert.

The index ranges from 0to 1; 0 means complete gender inequality, and 1 means complete
gender equality.

Iceland topped the index with the score of 0.874.

Thenthelndex is followed by Finland (2), Norway (3), Sweden (4) and Rwanda (5).

Five countries with least gender equality are Chad (140), Saudi Arabia (141), Syria(142),
Pakistan (143) and Yemen (144).

India has been ranked 87th out of 144 countries on the World Economic Forum’s (WEF)
Global Gender Gap Report 2016.

India has climbed 21 position from 108th position in 2015.

India’s achievements in various areas of this index are:

* Economic opportunity-136th

 Educational attainment-113rd

» Health and survival-142nd

« Political empowerment-9th

The highest position in the BRICS countries is attained by South Africai.e 15th.

Other BRICS countries are ranked as Russian Federation (75th), Brazil (7%h) and China
(99th).

Amongthe neighboring muntriesof India, Bangladesh ranked 72nd, Bhutan 121st, Nepal
is ranked110th and Pakistan 14 3rd.

In this Index none ofthecountry of the world gotscore of 1 meansthat any country in the
world has not earned complete gender equality.

https://www.weforum.org/reportsithe-global-gender-cap-report-2016

http //mww3.weforum.org/docs/GGGR16/WEF Global Gender Gap Report 2016.pdf
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World Giving Index-2016

Question: India ranked at which ofthe following position in the World Giving Index, 2016

commissioned by UK-based Charities Aid Foundation (C AF)?

(a) 90th

Ans. (d)

CAF

(b) 75th  (c) 65th (d) 91st h_!ngﬁlgggg

Related facts:

On 25 Octohker 2016 UK-based Charities Aid Foundation(CAF) has released the World Giving
Index, 2016.

The index ranked 140 countries interms of generosity of its people.

World Giving Index, 2016 is based onthe following three chaitable acts:

1. Donated money to a charity.

2. Volunteered your timeto an organization.

3. Helped a granger, or someone they didn’t know who needed help.

Thisyear 148,000 people in 140 countries were surveyed as part ofthe Gallup World Poll.
Myanmar isonce again ranked first inthe World Giving Index 2016.

Myanmar heldthetop spot on its own in 2015 and jointly withthe USA in 2014.
Myanmar’s 2016 overall score is 70%

Index is followed by USA with scoreof 61% ranked second , Australia with score of 60%
ranked third, New Zealand(59%) ranked fourth and Si Lanka(57%) ranked fifth.

Last five countries ofthe list are China (140th place), Palestine (139th place), Yemen (138th
place), Greece (137thplace)and Congo (136th place).

In the World Giving Index, 2016 India has been ranked 914 (score -29%).

Last year (2015) India was ranked 106th amongthe 145 countries.

Amongthe India’s neighboring countries Sri Lanka(5th ), Bhutan(18th), Nepal (39th),
Pakistan(92nd) and Bangladesh has been ranked 94th

.TheWorld Giving Index (WGI) is an annual report published by the Charities Aid
Foundation, using data gathered by Gallup.

The first edition was released in September 2010.

The aim of the World Giving Index isto provide insight into the scopeand nature of giving
aroundthe world.

Reference:

https:/ivww .caf online.org/about-us/media-dfice/newv -global league-table-d-giving-show s-

w orld-beconmes-more-generous-than-ever

https:/ivww.cafonline.org/dacs/default-source/about-us-
publications/1950a wqgi 2016 report web v2 241016.pdf?sfvrsn=4
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India’s first international arbitration centre khunched

Question: India’s first inte mational arbitration centre has been establishedin ... .
a) Mumbai b) Goa 0 Lucknow d) Bhopal
Ans:(a)
Related fact:

e On 8th October,2016 Maharashtra Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis inauguratedthe

Mumbai Centre for International Arbitration (MCIA), India’s first international arbitration
centre.

e The MCIA will ke an independent, not-for-profit organisaion governed by a council of
eminent nationaland international legal experts.

e It will provide world-class infrastructure for arbitration and will be equipped with sound-
proof rooms, accessto arbitrationroomsonly with digital key cards and round the clock
functionality.

e It will have a 12-month timelineto complete arbitration seated in India and a prescribed
fee structure according tothe sizeof the disputed contract amount.

e Aday-long seminar on abitration was also organized onthis occasion.

e An estimated 30 per cent of the arbitration cases are handled by the Singapore and
London International Arbitration Centresand in this context MCIA will prove to be a step
towards making Mumbai an International Financial Services Centre.

e It will also provide platform for Indian business houses to negotiade commercial disputes.

e Madhukeshwar Desai is the Chief Executive Officer of Mumbai Centre for Internaional
Arbitraton.

e Sate Chief Secreary Swadheen Kshatriya briefed ontheoccasionthat the State
arbitration policy has made it bindingthat all government contracts worth more than Rs. 5
crore will have standard arbitration clauses.

Reference:

http //www.thehindu.com/news/cities¥mumbai/cm-launches-indias-first-international-arbitrat ion-

centre/article9203594.ece

http//indianexpress.com/article/india/india-news-india/devendra-fadnavis-international-arbitraion-

centre-in-mumbai-3072690/
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Global Hunger Index-2016

Question: In The Global Hunger Index (GHI) by the Int mational Food Policy

Research Institute (IFPRI) in October 2016 Indiais ranked —
a) 100th b) 97th c) 25th d) 89th

Ans: (b)

Related facts:

Reference:

On October 11, 2016 the International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI) released
The Global Hunger Index-2016.

Like the previous yearreport GHI 2016 is based on four indicators thatare
undernourishment, child mortality, child wasting g (lowweight for height) and child
stunting (low height for age).This calculation results in GHI scores on a100-point scale
where 0 isthe best score (no hunger) and 100 the worst.

The theme of GHI-2016 reportis“GETTINGTO ZERO HUNGER”.

Accordingto GHI-2016 report, from 2000 to 2016 global hunger is fallen by 50%.

The 2016 GHIhas been calculaed for 118 countries out of which 50 countries are facing
serious or alarming levels of Hunger.

In thisyear report, there are 16 countries with lowest GHI score (score-5, Argentina,
Belarus, Bosnia & Herzegovina, Brazil, Chile, Costa Rica, Crodia, Cuba, Estonia,
Kuwait, Latvia, Lithuania, Montenegro, Saudi Arabia, Turkey and Ukraine) and Slovak
Republic with 5.3 GHI scores is at the 17the place.

In global Hunger Index-2016 India is placed at 97th position while last year it was at 8Gth.
In GHI-2016 India found placed in serious category with score of 28.5.

Similar to the last year,this year also India has better condition comparedto Pakistan,
(107th place) however Nepal (72nd), i Lanka(84th) and Bangladesh (90th) are better
placedthan India.

Accordingto the GHI-2016 10 countries are identified as cause for significant concem:
Burundi, the Comoros,the Democratic Republic of Congo, Eritrea, Libya, Papua New
Guinea, Somalia, South Sudan, Sudan, and the Syrian Arab Republic.

From the 2000 GHI tothe 2016 GHI, 22 countries reduced their scores by 50 percent or
more. The three that achieved the biggest percentage reductionsin hunger of all the

countries inthe serious and alarming caegories are Myanmar, Rwanda, and Cambodia.
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Russia suspends plutonium agreement

Question: Recently Russia has suspended its agreement with whicd of the following country to
reduce theirsurplusweapons-grade plutonium?
(a) China

(b) France

(c) USA

(d) Germany
Ans: (c)
Related facts:
e On 3 October 2016 Russia has suspended an agreement withthe U.S.A onthe disposal of
surplus weapons-grade plutonium.
e Thetwo countries were each required to dispose of 34 tonnes of weaponsgrade plutonium
under a weaponsreduction agreement signed in June 2000.
e Accordingto USstate department combined 68tonnes of plutonium is enough maerial
for approximately 17,000 nuclear weapons.
e Russia sispendedthe agreement because of “the emergence of a threat to strategic
stability and as aresult of unfriendly actions by the United Statesof America towardthe
Russian Federation.”
Reference:

https://sputniknews.com/world/20161003/104596 1547 /agreement -russia-us-p lutonium.htm|

http 7/ www. world-nuclear-news.org/NP -Russia-suspends-plutonium-agreement -with - USA-

04101601.htm|

http 7/ www.bbc.com/mews/world-europe-375396 16

http 7/ www.dw.com/en/russia-suspends-plutonium-deal-with-us-amid-worsening-ties/a-35947549
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11th summit of G20

Question: The 11th summitof G20 held on 4-5 September2016 in which of the folowing city?
(a) Soul (b) Brisbane  (c) Hangzhou  (d) London
Ans:(c)

Related facts:

e The 2016 G20 Hangzhou summit was the eleventh meeting of the Group of T wenty
(G20).

e It was held on 4-5 September 2016 in the city of Hangzhou, Zhejiang, China.

e It was the first ever G20 summit to be hosted in China.

e The chair of the summit was Xi Jinping, President of China.

e The summit wasattended by all the leaders of the G20 including Prime Minister Narendra
Modi.

e NITI Aayog Vice-Chairman Arvind Panagariya was the Sherpa for 2016 G20 Summit.

e The gued invitees in thesummit were: Egypt, Kazakhstan, Laos, Senegal, Spain,
Sngapore and Thailand.

e Inthe summit Prime Minister Narendra Modi appealed G20 leadersto act decisively to
eliminate safe havens for economic offenders, unconditionally extradite money launderers
and end excessive banking secregy.

e He also spoke about India’s support to a trade facilitation agreement (T FA) for sewices, a
move tha will help in movement of professionals.

e ThePMalso stressed theneed for safeguarding climate justice, which requires affordable
financing and environmental sound technology for developing countries.

e Themembers G20 includes 19 individual countries.

e These ar Argentina, Auwstralia, Brazil, Canada, China, France, Germany, India, Indonesia,
Italy, Japan, South Korea, Mexico, Russia, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, T urkey, United
Kingdom and United States—along withthe Eurgpean Union (EU).

e The EUis represented by the European Commission and by the European Central Bank.
Collectively,the G20 economies account for around 85%of the gross world product
(GWP),80% of world trade (or, if excluding EU intra-trade, 75%), and two-thirds of the
world population.

e It was founded in 1999 with the aim of studying, reviewing, and promoting high-level
discussion of policy issues pertainingtothe promotion of international financial stability.

e The G20heads of goverrment or heads of state have periodically conferred at summits
since their initialmeeting in 2008 in U.S.A.

e The grouwp also hosts separate meetings of financeministers and central bank governors.

e The heads of the G20 nations met semi-annually at G20 summits between 2009 and 2010.
Snce theNovember 2011 Cannes summi, all G20 summits have been held annually.

e The2017 G20 Summit will be held in Hamburg, Germany.

Reference:

http //www.c?20.org/English/about g20/About G20/201511/420151127 1609.html

http //www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/pm-leads-fight-against-safe-havens-at-g20-
116090501018 1.html

http//news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/business/807 2894 .stm

Rl
:-l-.!nlaltAm!l na

28
http://www.edristi.in/



2016-17 Global Conpetitiveness Index

Question: RecentlyWorld Economic Forum (W EF) has release Global Competitiveness Report for
2016-17. What is the rank of Indiaamongthe 138 countries in the 2016-17 Global C om petiti veness

Index (GCI)?

(a) 40th
(b) 39th
(c) 45th = i

(d) 65th 2016-2017

Ans (b)

Related facts:

e On 28 September 2016 World Emnomic Forum (WEF) has release Global
Competiiveness Report for 2016-17.

e The Global Competitiveness Report 2016-2017 assesses the competitiveness landscape of
138 economies, providing insight into the drivers oftheir productivity and prosperity.

e 2016-17 Global Competiiveness Index (GCI) isthe part of the report is calculated by
aggregating indicators aaoss 12 pillars inthe report which covers both business and
social indicators.

e The 12 pillars includes institutions, macro-economic envionment, infrastructure, health
and primary education, higher education and training, labour market efficiency, goods and
market efficiency amongothers.

e Switzerland has been ranked 1st for the eighth times in a ow with the score of 5.81.

e 9dngapore andthe United States gayed in secondandthird place with the score 0f5.7
each.

e The Netherlands overtook Germany for fourth place, while Sweden in sixth spot and
Britain in seventh leap-frogged Japan, Hong Kong and Finland.

e Last fivecountries in the Index are Yemen (Rank- 138, score-2.7), Martania (Rank- 137,
score-2.9), Chad(Rank- 136, score-2.9), Burundi (Rank- 135, score-3.1) and Malawi
(Rank- 134, score-3.1).

e India jumped 16 placestothe 39th position withthe scoreof 4.5 inthe last year inthe
WEF’s Global Competitiveness Index.

e Inthe year 2015-16, India was ranked at the 55th place(Out of 140).

e Amongneighboring countries of India, Sri Lankahas been ranked 71st in index (score-
4.2), Bhitan 97th (score-3.9), Nepal 98th (score-3.9), Bangladesh 106 th (score-3.8) and
Pakistan 122nd (score-3.5).

e Amongthe developed countries of the world to Jgan has been ranked 8th(score-5.5), the
9th Hong Kong (score-55), the United Kingdom 7th (score-5.5) and the France 21th
(score-52).

e Amongthe emerging economies of the BRICS countries, China has been ranked 28th
(score-5.0), Russia 43rd (score-4.5), South Africa 47th (score-4.5) and Brazil 81 th (score
-4.1) is achieved

Reference:
https.//mww.weforum.org/reportsihe-global-competitiveness-report-2016-2017-1
http://reports.weforum.org/global-competitiveness-index/compet it iveness-rankings/
http//reportsweforum.org/global-competitiveness-index/country-profiles#teconomy=IND
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ECONOMICS
Doing Business Index- 2017

Question: India has been placed at which of the following position among the 190 countries in the
recently released World Bank’s ease of doing business incex for the year 201772

(a) 131st P — —
(b) 125th Doing Business '
(c) 115th

(d) 130th

Ans: (d)

Related fact:

e On 25 October 2016; Washington based World Bank Group on released the report titled
Doing Business 2017.

e Thetheme ofthereport is “Equal Opportunity for All”.

e 190 countries were included in the recently released World Bank’s ease of doing husiness
index forthe year 2017.

e In its global courntry rankings of business efficiency, the report awarded its coveted top
spot to New Zealand withthe score of 87.01.

e Followedby Singapore(score 8506) as second, Denmark(score 8487) third, Hong Kong
SAR(score 8421) fourth, Republic of Korea(score8407) fifth.

e The world’stop 10 improvers, based on reforms undertaken, are Brunei Darussalam;
Kazakhgan; Kenya; Belarus; Indonesia; Serbia; Georgia; Pakistan; United Arab Emirates
(UAE); and Bahrain.

e Bottom five countries are Somalia (190th place), Eritrea (L89th place), Libyan (188th
place), Venezuela (187th place) and South Sudan (186th place ).

e India with the score of 55.27 hasbeen placed at 130th position amongthe 190 countries.

e Amongthe BRICS natons India ranks lowest top positionis held by Russia (40) followed
by South Africa (74), China (78), Brazil (L123) and India (130).

e Amongthe India’s Neighbouring countriesthe rankings are Bhutan (73), China (78),
Nepal (107), Sri Lanka (110), Pakistan (144) and Bangladesh (176).

e Inthis index, ranking of country is based on index averages the country’spercentile
rankings on 10 indicators each having equal weightage.

e Ahigherrankingof country in this list meansthat its regulatory environment ismore
conducive and favorable forthe garting and operaion of firms.

Reference:

http//www.doingbusiness.org/~/media/\WWBG/DoingBusiness/Documents/Annual-Reports/Endglish/DB17 -
Full-Report.pdf
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Growth inForeign Tourists Arrival on E-Tourist Visa

Question: Which ofthe following country occu pies top slot amongst country availing E-Tourist

Visafacility during Se ptember 2016 ?

(a) USA (N

(b) China e'-':ouvis{'

(c) UK @—’"
(d) France

Ans:(c)

Related fact:
e Atotal of 68,809 foreigntouristsarrivedin September 2016 on e-Tourist Visa as
comparedto 31,729 during the month of September 2015.
e Thisresults in growth of 116.9%.
e The facility of e-Tourist Visa has been made available by the Government of Indiato the
citizens of 150 countries,arrivingat 16 International Airports in India
e During January- September 2016, a totalof 6,75,302 tourist arrived on e-Tourist Visa as
comparedto 2,01,705 during January-September 2015, registering a growth of 234.8%.
e The percentage shares oftop 10 source countriesavailinge-Tourist Visa facilities during
Sptember, 2016 were as follows:
e UK (15.5%), USA (12.4%), China (9.0%), Australia (6.0%), Germany (4.8%), France
(4.3%), Sain (3.6%), Canada (31%), UAE (2.6% and Malaysia(2.6%).
e The percentage shares oftop 10 ports in tourist arrivals one-Tourist Visa during
Sptember, 2016 were as follows:-
e New Delhi Airport (51.71%), Mumbai Airport (21.06%), Bengaluru Airport (6.44%),
ChennaiAirport (6.27%), KochiAirport (3.50%), Hyderabad Airport (2.45%), Kolkata
Airport 2.34%),Trivandrum Airport (1.35%) , Anritsar Airport (1.18%) and Dabolim
(Goa) Airport (1.11%) .
Reference:

http:/pib.nicin/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx ?relid=151629

http/Aimesofindia.indiatimescom/india/116 9-growth-in-foreign-tourists-arrival-on-e-tourist-

visa/articleshow/54852180.cms
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Cabinet approves revision of ethanol price

Question: Bhanol Blended Petrol (EBP) Programme was launched by the Gove mmentin ... .
a) 2003

b) 2005

c) 2006

d) 2016

Ans: (a)
Related facts:

e On 13thOctober, 2016 The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, chaired by the
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, has approvedthe mechanism for revision of g¢hanol
price forsupply to Public Sector Oil Marketing Companies (OMCs) to carry out the
Ethanol BlendedPetrol (EBP) Programme.

e The administered price of ethanol for the EBP Programme will be Rs.39/-per litre for
2016-17 during ethanol supply period from 1st December, 2016 to 30th November, 2017.

e Additional charges will be paid tothe ethanol suppliers asper actual in case of Excise
Duty and VAT/GST andtranspottation charges as decided by OMCs.

e Increase/reduction intheretail selling price of would proportionately factor in the
requirement of maintaining the fixed cost of purchase of ehanol duringthe ethanol supply
year.

e Thepricesof ethanol will be reviewed and suitably revised by Governmert at anytime
during the ethanol supply period that is from 1st December, 2016to 30th Novemkber, 2017
depending upon economic situaton.

e The revision in ehanol prices will facilitae the continued policy of the Government in
providing price stability and remunerative prices for ethanol suppliers.

e Background to the decision:

e FEthanol BlendedPetrol (EBP) Programme was launched by the Government in 2003 and
extendedto 21 Satesand 4 Union Territoriesto encourage the use of alternative and
environment friendly fuels.

e However, since 2006, OMCs were not able to receive therequired quantity of ethanol due
to variows constraints like State Specific issues, Supplier related issues including Pricing
issues of ethanol.

e Inorderto increase the supply of ethanol, need for anewmechanism for pricing of
ethanol was felt. Accordingly, the Governrment on 10th December, 2014 decided that the
celivered price of ethanol at OMC depotswould ke fixed in the range of Rs. 48.50t0
4950 per litre including Central/Sate Governmert taxes and transportation charges.

e The decision hashelped in significantly improvingthe supply of géhanol and it inaeased
to 67.4 crore litres in 2014-15.

Reference:

http//pib.nicin/newsite/erelease.agpx
http//energy.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/oil-and-gas/cabinet-approves-revision-of-ethanol-
price-for-supply-to-oil-firms54830294
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India’s First Transaction on Blockchain

Question: Recently, which Ihdian kank has performed first succe ssful international transaction on
blodkchain t&chnology?
a) ICICI
b) HDFC
c) SBI
d) None ofthe above
Ans: (a)
Related facts:

e On 12thOctober, 2016 India’s leading private sedor bank ICICl announcedthat it has

successfully executed transactions in international trade finance and remittance using
blockchain technology in partnership with Emirates NBD, a leading banking group in the
Middle East.

e ICICI Bank is the first bank in the India and amongthe first few worldwice to exchange
and authenticate remittance transaction messages as well as original intemational trade
documernts related to purchase order, invoice, shipping and insurance, among others,
electronically onblockchaintechnology in real time.

e The use of blockchain technology makesthe process easier and makes it almost instant in
comparison tothe current process which has a complex and lengthy papertrail tha needs
international shipping and courier.

e ICICI Bank performedthese pilot transadions via its blodchain network with Emirates
NBD on a custom-made blockchain application.

e The application was created by EdgeVerve Systems which is a subsidiary of Infosys.

e The blodkchain gplication replaces paper and uses an electronic decentralised ledger that
gives all the entities, including banks, the ability to access a single source of information.

e This enables all the parties- the importer, ICICI Bank andthe exporter abroad along with
Emirates NBD, to access the same data inreal time and helps to track documentation and
authenticate ownership of assets digitally.

Reference:

https://www.icicibank.com/aboutus/article.page?identifier=news-icici-bank-executes-indas-

first-banking-transactions-on-blockchain-in-partnership-with-e mirates-nbd-2016 1210162515562

http://www.thehindu.com/busiress/icici-bank-executes-indias-first-transaction-on-

blockchain/article9211604 ece
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Fourth Bi- monthly Monetary Policy Statement, 2016-17

Question: Inthe Fourth Bismonthly Monetary Policy Statement, 2016-17,0n the basis ofan
assessment of the current and evolving macroe conomic situation at the Monetary Policy Commi ttee
(MPC) deciced to reduce the policy repo rate under the licquidity adjustment facility (LAF) by-

(a) 20 basis points
(b) 50 basis points
(c) 25 basis points
(d) 35 basis points
Ans:(c)

Related facts:

e On 40ctober 2016 the Monetary Policy Committee (MP C) ofthe Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) headed by newly appointed governor of RBI Urjit Patelreleasedthe fouth Bi-monthly
Monetary Policy Statement, 2016-17.

e Thesix member committee includes the Governor ofthe Bank—Chairperson, ex officio,
Deputy Governor ofthe Bank, in charge of Monetary Policy(Member), ex officio,One officer
of the Bank to be nominated by the Central Board(Member), ex officb,Chetan Ghate,
Professor, Indian Staistical Institute (I1SI)(Member), Professor Pami Dua, Director, Delhi
School of E@nomics (DSE)(Member),Dr. Ravindra H. Dhol&ia, Professor, Indian Ingtitute
of Management (11M), Ahmedabad(Member).

e Onthe basisof an assessment of the current and evolving macroeconomic situationthe

Monetary Policy Committee (MP C) reduce the policy repo rate under the liquidity adjustment
facility (LAF) by 25 basis pointsfrom 6.5 per cent t06.25 percent with immediate effect.

e On5April2016 Dr.Raghuram G. Rajan, in his First Bi-monthly Moretary Policy Statement,
2016-17 hasreduced the policy repo rate under the liquidity adjustment facility (LAF) by 25
basis points from 6.75 per centto 6.5 per cent.

e Thereverse repo rate under the LAF stands adjusted to 5.75 per cent, and the marginal
standing facility (M) rate and the Bank Rate to 6.75 per cent.

e Reserve Ratios Cash Reserve Ratio (CRR) of scheduled banks remains unchanged at 4.0 per
cent of net demand andtime liability (NDT L).

e Statutory Liquidity Ratio (SLR) also remainsunchanged at 20.75 per cent.

e Inflaion target remains 5% for March 2017.

e Inthe recently released provisional estimate of gross value added (GVA) for 2016-17 has
been re-estimated to 7.2 per cent.

Reference:
https.//mww.rbi.org.in/Scripts/BS PressReleaseDisplay.aspx?prid=38224
L . . el
http //www.livemint.com/Politics/eT A07TSITHXNQgIH095ip RK/Govt-appoints-three-membersto-
Monetary-Policy-Committeehtm]
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Andhra Pradesh has emerged onthe top among all other states in
attracting industrial investments in 2015-16

Question: Which ofthe following state hasemerged on the top among all other states in attracting
industrial investments in 2015-16?
(a) Andhra Pradesh

(b) Gujarat

(c) Maharaghtra

(d) Tamilnadu

Ans:(a)

Related facts:

e On 16 September 2016 Andhra Pradesh has emerged on the top among all other states in
attracting industrial invegments n 2015-16.

e AndhraPradesh attracted an invessment of Rs 21,914 crore out ofthe Rs 1,38,700 crore
gross investments across India.

e Thiswas15.8% of thetotal invetments of over Rs 10 crore each unit. In 2014-15, AP’s
share inthe country’s investments was 8.1%.

e (Gujarat retainedthe second placeattracting 14.5 per cent of investments, up from9.5 per
cent in 2014-15 while Maharashtra was pushed to the third spot with 10.9 per cent in
2015-16, a decline from 14.8 per cent.

e Tamil Nadu also made quantum gains in investment, attracting 9 per cent of the gross and
jumpingto the fourth spat.

e In2014-15, invetment flow into Tamil Nadu wasa mere2.9 per cent.

e Karnataka and MadhyaPradesh were tied at the fifth spot garnering 7.2 pe cent share
each in industrial investments, according to the RBI report.

e Accordingto thelndustries Department of AP, industrial growth rate in the state shot up
from 5.25 per cent in 2014-15to 11.1 per cent in 2015-16.

Reference:

maharashtra-down-to-third-spot-2255833

http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/anchra-pradesh-tops-in-attracting-industrial-investments/1/766285 .htm|

http//www.business-standard.com/aticle/pti-stories/andhra-pradesh-tops-in-atracting-industrial-

investments-116091601301 1.html
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SCIENTIFIC

HAL-Safran Helicopter Engines Joint Venture Inaugurated

Question: Ajoint venture of HAL and Safran Helicopter Engines was reently inauguratd by
Defence Minister Manohar Parrikar in ... .
a) Goa

b) Puducherry

¢) Gurgaon

d) Ambala

Ans:(a)

Related fact:

e On 23rdOctober, 2016 The Defence Minister Shri Manohar Parrikar inaugurated
Helicopter Engines Maintenance, Repair and Overhaul (HE-MRO),Pvt. Limited & Sattari
District, North Goa.

e Itisa Joint Venture of Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) and Safran Helicopter
Engines of France.

e The Joint Venture will provide maintenance, repair and overhaul srvices for Safran
TM333 and HAL Shaktienginesinstalledon helicopters operated by the Defence
Srvices.

e Indian defense forces currently operate more than 1,000 French-design helicopters with
engines such asthe TM 333 and Ardiden 1 (renamed Shakti), which is produced by HAL
under license.

e This partnership will improve customer satisfaction through improved serviceabilty,
reduced cycle time, availability of spares, troubleshooting, field support and modifications
to overcome design deficiencies.

e The Joint Venture will also provide employment opportunities and boost economic
activitiesin Goa.

Reference:

http://pib.nicin/nhewsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=151901

http 7/ www.defensenews.com/story/defense/show-daily/farborough/2016/07/12/hal-safran-helicopter-
engine/86987082/
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Defense/Science Short Notes
Coordinated Patroland Second Bilateral Maritime Exercise

Question: India has participated in Coordinated Patrol and Second Bilateral Maritime Exercise,
scheduled from 10-27 Oct 2016 in the Andaman Sea with which of the following muntry?

(a) United States Of America
(b) Japan

(c) Indonesia

(d) Germany

Ans: (c)

Related fact:

e the 28th India-Indonesia Coordinated Patrol and Scond Bilateral Maritime Exercise,
scheduled from 10-27 Od 16 in the Andaman Sea.

e Thetwo navieshave been carrying out Coordinated Patrols (CORP AT) on respective
sides of the Intemational Maritime Boundary Line (IMBL) twice a year since 2002.

e The aim of exercise iskeeping this vital part of the Indian Ocean Region safe and secure
for commercial shipping, International trade and legitimate marine activities.

e Indian Naval Ship Karmuk, an indigenouwsly built missile corvette, based under the
Andaman and Nicobar Command, alongwith a Dornier Maritime Patrol Aircraft, is
participating in the exercise.

e These interactions would also provide opportunities for extensiveoperational andtraining
engagements, and contribute substantively to the maintenance of good order at sea.

e The Exercise seeksto strengthenthe existing bonds of friendship between India and
Indonesia, and underscore India’s partnership and solidarty with friendly countries of the
region.

Reference:

http://pib.nicin/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=151567
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20th ASEAN Heads of Defence Institutions Meet concluded

Question: 20th ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) — Heads of Defene Uniersities/
Colleges/Institutions was held at...?
a) National Defence College, New Delhi
b) Belgaum Military School

c¢) Dholpur Military Shool

d) none of the above.

Ans: (a)
Related facts:

e On 8th October,2016 20th ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) — Heads of Defence
Universties/ Colleges/ Institutions meeting concluded in New Delhi.

e Themeeing washeld between 5-8 October, 2016 at National Defence College, New
Delhi.

e Thetheme ofthis meeting was “Transformation of Military Educaion to meet the
challenges of 214 Century.”

e Promotion and maintenance of peace and prosperity in theregion andthe world at large
through collective effortsand counter non-convertional threats and violent terrorism in
the South East Asia Region werethe key issues of the meeting.

e The participating nations expressed their commitment to reinvigorate professional military
education to cope up withthe contemporary challenges to military leadership.

e The member states also renewed their pledge to fulfil thecore objectives of ARF and
enhance its relevance by preventive diplomacy in parallel with strengthening of
confidence building measures through dialogue, cooperation and mutual trust.

e Thenext ARF meet to will be held in Manila in 2017.

Reference:

http//pib.nicin/newsite/erelease.agpx

http://ndc.nic.in/Site/SiteP age/uploadT HEME.pdf
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6th BRICS Science & Technology Senior Official Meeting (SOM)

Question: 6th BRICS Science & Technology Senior Official Meeting (SO M) was organized at....?
a) Jaipur I
b) Chandigarh '”'!;-“m.m [

Vet B
" Octoec 2015

¢) Gurgaon

d) Bhopal
Ans:(a)
Related facts:

e On 7th October,2016 6th BRICS Science & T echnology Senior Official Meeting (SOM)
was organized at Jaipur.

e This meeing hasbeen organized beforethe minigerial meeting. It provides a detailed
vision and set priority forcooperaion & joint action amongst BRICS country inthe fields
of Science, Technology and Innovation.

e Enterprise model like product development, exploring of market for sustanable
development goals, High Performance Computing (HP C), cyber scurity,
nanotechnology, energy, affordable medicine andtechnology based startups were among
the key topics which were given attention at the meet.

e Aproposl for affective engagement of young scientists from BRICS country in
developing entemrises through partnership with member countries has been developed by
India for consideration inthis BRICS meeting. T he member countries have agreedin
principle and implementaion straegy isto be finalized soon.

e Russia proposeda partnership inthe areaof material science at Ural University, Russia.
The Chairman appreciated the area whichistopical and requested member countries to
comment ontheproposal.

e The BRICS Ministerial Meeting is scheduled for 8th October, 2016 in which S&T
Ministers fromthe BRICS Member Courtries would be participating.

e The detailed report and recommendations of the recently organized 1st BRICS Young
Sientist Conclave at Bengaluru was also shared with themember countries and a
decision on its continuity every year was also obtained. All the member countries lauded
& complimented India for this initiative and hospitality.

e |tisto benotedthat BRICS is an association of five major emerging national economies:
Brazil, Russia, India, Chinaand South Africa.

Reference:
http://pib.nicin/hewsite/erelease.agx

http //www.dst.gov.in/pressrelease/brics-science-technoloqy-ministers-meeting-begins-today
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India’s Communication Satellite Launched Successfully

Question: Name the communication satellite of Inda that was launched successfully by the
European Ariane 5 VA-231launch Vehicleon 6 October 20167

(a) GSAT-16 (b) GSAT-14(c) GSAT-18 (d) GSAT-17

Ans: (c)

Related fact:

e On 6 October 2016 India’s communication satellte GSAT-18 was launched successfully
by the European Ariane 5 VA-231 launch Vehicle.

e |t was launched from Kourou, French Guiana.

e The 3404 kg GSAT -18 carries48 communication trangponders in C-band, upper extended
C-band and Ku-band forproviding variows serviesto the country.

o After aflight of 32 minutes and 28 seconds, GSAT -18 separated from the Ariane 5 upper
sage in an elliptical Geosynchronous T ransfer Orbit (GT O) with a perigee (neared point
to Earth) of 251.7 km andan apogee (farthest point to Earth) of 35888 km, inclined at an
angle of6 degreeto the equator.

e ISRO’s Master Control Facility (MCF) at Hassan in Karnataka took over the command
and control of GSAT -18 immediaely after its separation from the launch vehicle.
Preliminary health checks of the satellite revealed its normal health.

e The designed in-orbit operational life of GSAT-18 is about 15 years.

e GSAT-18, built by the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO), aimsat providing
telecommunication services by strengthening the space agency’s current fleet of 14
operational telecom satellites.

e Ariane 5 also launched Sy Muster™ 11 for the Australian operator nbn (National
Broadband Network).

e The Ariane Passenger Payl.oad Experiment (APPLE), an experimental communication
satellite was launched by the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) on July 19th
1981.

Reference:
http //mww.isro.gov.in/Spacecraft/gsat-18 ) ]
New species of Pika discowered

Question: Recently New species of Pika discoveredat whid of the following place? —

(a) Nepal (b) Sikkim (c) Nagaland (d) Tibet -~
Related facts:

e On 30 September 2016 Researchers at the National Centre for Biological Siences
(NCBS), Bengaluru have identified a newspeciesof Pika, high up in the Skkim
Himalayas.
e Thenewspecies has beennamed Ochotona sikimaria.
The newspeciesis limitedto Sikkim.
Pikasaremembers of the rabbit family and live either high up in the mountainsor in cold
(temperae) places asthey are highly cold-adapted.
e This feature of their biology makes them sensitiveto habitat loss from increasing global
temperature.
The majority of Pika species described to date are of Asian origin.
Pikasareparticularly important because they are considered indicators ofclimate change
based on studiesin North Ameria.
Reference:
http://news.nchs.res.in/story/new-species-pika-discovered-sikkim-himalayas
http:/indiatoday.intoday.in/story/new-species-of-pika-found-in-sikkim/1/7 72676 .htm|
http //indianexpress.com/article/india/india-news-india/sik kim-new-species-of-pika-found-3048941/
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New Protein-richrice developed

Question: Researchers of which ofthe following institute has deweloped a protein-enriched rice
variety ?

a) Indian Agriculture Research Institute (IARI),Jharkhand

b) Jawaharlal Nehru Agriculture University, Jabalpur

¢) Govind Vallabh Pant University of Agriculture & Technology, Pantnagar

d) Indira Gandhi Agricultural University, Rapur

Ans. (d)
Related facts:

e On 21 October 2016 a pmotein-enriched rice variety has been developed by the researchers
at Indira Gandhi Krishi Vishwavidyalay (IGKV), Raipur.
e |t is developed under theguidance of Dr Girish Chandel, Professor in Department of P lant
Molecular Biology and Biotechnology, 1GKV.
e Researchershope it would serve as a boon for malnourished population, especially
children, in the tribal-dominated Chhattisgarh.
e Thisriceisrich in protein along with highzinc content.
e Thenewdeveloped rice variety has over 10 per ent protein content, which isthree per
cent morethan what is found in any popular varigy.
e It has30PPM zinc content.
e It shouldbe known that present varieties of rice are not rich in protein content as it mainly
consistsof carbohydrates.
e Thenewrice variety’s high nutritional content will be helpful in government’s effortsto
eradicatemalnutrition inthe state
e Malnutrition rate in Chhatisgarh has declinedto 29.8 percent from 47.1 per cent
registered inthe National Family Health Survey 2005-06 (weight-based).
Reference:
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/magazines/panache/new-protein-rich-rice-will-help-nourish-
yoularticleshow/54974678.cms
http //www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/protein-rich-rice-developed-may-help-check-
malnourishment-116102100186 1.htm|
http//everylifecountsndtv.com/o-fight-off-malnutrition-indian-researchers-develop-protein-rich-rice-
6129
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Indian Coast Guard Ships Aryaman and Atulya commissioned

Question: The headquarters of Indian Coast Guard is located at... .
a) New Delhi

b) Kochi

c¢) Visakhapanam

d) Kolkata

Ans: (a)

Related fact:

e On 21stOctober, 2016 The Indian Coast Guard Ships ‘Aryaman’ and ‘Atulya’ were
commissioned at Kochi by Financial Advisor to Defence Services Shri Sunil Kumar
Kohli.

e Aryaman’ and ‘Atulya’ have been designed and huilt by Cochin Shipyard Limited T hese
are the eighteenth and nineteenth inthe series oftwenty Fast Patrol Vessels (FPV5s).

e Equippedwith state-of-the-art weaponry, advanced communication and navigational
equipment, the ships are ideal forundertaking multifarious missions such as surveillance,
search and rescue and interdiction.

e Aryaman’ and ‘Atulya’ are capable of achieving amaximum speed of 33 nauticalmiles.

e The special features of the ships include an Integrated Bridge Management System and
Integrated Machinery Control System.

e Aryaman which literally means ‘Possessor of Greatness’ will be based at Kochi under the
administrative control ofthe Commander, Coast Guard Region (Wegt).

e Atulyameaning ‘Unrivalled” will be based at Visakhapatnam under the administrative
control of the Commander, Coast Guard Region (East).

Reference:
http:/pib.nicin/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx ?relid=151863
http //www.indiandefensenews.in/2016/10Awo-csl-built-fast-pat rol-vessels-icos.htm|

Protein-enriched rice

Question: Chhattisgarh was formedon ....
a) 1 November 2000

b) 1 January, 2000

¢) 1 December, 2001

d) 1 October, 2000

Ans: (a)

e Researchersof Indira Gandhi Krishi Vishwavidyalay (IGKV) have succeeded in devebping a
protein-enriched variety of rice.

e Thenew developed rice variey hasover 10 per cent protein cntent, which isthree per cent
morethan what is found in any popular variety and has 30 PPM (partsper million) zinc
content

e Researchersworked for sevenyearsto develop the variety of rice that isrich inprotein along
with high zinc content.

e Thenewrice variety will play a crucial role infighting protein deficiencies and malnutrition
since rice isthe mainfood ofthe stateand consumedon a regular basis.

Reference:

http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/protein-rich-rice-developed-may-help-check-
malnourishment/1/792007 .htm|
http//economictimes.indiatimes.com/magazines/panache/new-protein-rich-rice-will-help-nourish-
you/articleshow/54974678.cms
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INS Tihayu Joins the Indian Navy

Question: When did the Indian Navy commissioned the highly maneu\erable fast attack craft INS
Tihayu atthe Eastm Naval Command?
(a) 18 October 2016
(b) 19 October 2016
(c) 20 October 2016
(d) 21 October 2016
Ans: (b)
Related facts:
e On 19 October 2016 Indian Navy commissioned the highly maneuverable fast atack craft
INS T ihayu at the Eastern Naval Command.
e The ship was commissioned into the Indian Navy by Vice Admiral HCSBisht AVSM,
ADC Flag Officer Commanding in Chief Easte'n Naval Command at aformal ceremony
held at Naval Dockyard, Visakhapatnam.
e INSTihayu is the second ship of the four follow-on Waer Jet Fast Attack Craft (FO-
WJIFAC).
e INS Tarmugli, the first Follow-on Water Jet Fast Attad Craft \WJIFAC), built by Garden
Reach Shipbuilders and Engineers Ltd (GRSE) was commissioned in May, 2016.
e INS Tihayu is huilt by M/s Garden Reach Shipbuildersand Engineers Ltd (GRSE).
It is named after Tihayu Island (presently known as Kachal Island) in the Nicobar group.
The 320-tonne INST ihayu, measuring49 meters can achieve speeds inexcess of 35
knots.
e INS Tihayu would be deployedfor coastal patiol and surveillance operaions alongthe
Eastern Coast.
Reference:

relid=
Himansh Research station

Question: Recently “Himansh” the glaciological researc facility has been establishedin which of
the following state?
(a) Assam
(b) Uttarakhand
(c) Himachal Pradesh
(d) Manipur
Ans: (c)
Related facts: 3
e On9O0ctober 2016 Dr. M. Rajeevan, Secretary to the Ministry of Earth Smences Govt of
India has unveiled “Himansh” the glaciological research facility.
e Itis Located in Spiti Valley of Himachal Pradesh & an altitude of rearly 13,500 feet(4000 m).
e The research lab, established by the National Centre for Antarctic and Ocean Research
(NCAOR).
e It has automatic weather stations, ground penetrating radars, geodetic GP Ssystems and other
sophigticated facilities to study glaciers andtheir discharge.
e The facility will serve as the base for Terrestrial Laser Scanners and Unmamned Aerial
Vehicles to digitise glaciermovements and snow cover variations.
e HIMANSH literally meaning, a slice of ice
Reference:
http://moes.gov.inMritereaddata/files/Himansh Press-V3 0.pdf
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Sports
TENNIS

Shanghai Rolex Masters-2016

Question: Who has won themen’s singles title of the recently held Shanghai Rolex Masters-2016?
(a) Andy Murray  (b) Rafael Nadal
(c) Novak Djokovic (d) Milos Raonic
Ans (a)
Related facts:
e From9to 16 October,2016; the 2016 Shanghai Rolex Masters temis tournament took
place at Qizhong Forest Sorts City Arena in Shanghai, China.
It was the eighth edition of the Shanghai ATP Masters 1000.
Result ofthe tounament:
e Men’s Singles:
e Winner: Andy Murray(United Kingdom)
e Runner Up: Roberto Bautista Agut(Spain)
e Men’s Doubles:
* Winner: John Isner and Jack Sock(Bothare of United States)
* Runner Up: Henri Kontinen(Finland) and John Peers(Australia)
Reference:
http://en.shanghairolexmasters.com/?page id=438
http //www.at pworldtour.com/en/scores/archive/shanchai/5014/2016/results
http //en.shanghairolexmasters.com/?p=2707

China Open-2016

Question: Who among the following has won the men’s singles title of the recently held China
O pen-2016?
(a) Novak Djokovic (b) Daniel Nestor
(c) Mike Bryan (d) Andy Murray
Ans: (d)
Related fact:
e From 310 9 October, 2016; the 2016 China Open was held at the National Tennis Center
in Beijing, China.
Result ofthe tournament:
Men’s Singles:
Winner: Andy Murray(United Kingdom)
Runner Up: Grigor Dimitrov(Bulgaria)
Women’s Singles:
Winner: Agnieszka Radwanska(Poland)
Runner Up: Johana Konta(United Kingdom)
Men’s Doubles:
Winner:Pablo Carrefio Busta and Rafael Nadal( Both are of Spain)
Runner Up: Jack Sock(United Staes) and Bernard T omic(Australia)
Women’s Doubles:
Winner: Bethanie Mattek-Sands(United Sates) and Lucie Safafova(Czech Republic)
Runner Up: Caroline Garcia and Kristina Mladenovi(Bothare of France)

Reference:
http//www.chinaopen.com.cn/2016-10-10/docen-ifxwrhpn9512900.shtm|
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U.S Open-2016

Question: Who among the following has won the US O pen final in men’s singles category?
(a) Rafael Nadal  (b) Roger Federer (c) Novak Djokovic (d) Stan Wawrinka
Ans:(d)
Related facts:
e The US Open-2016 wasatennistournament played on oudoor hard courts.
e It was the 136thedition of the USOpen, the fourth and final Grand Slam event ofthe
year.
e It took place from29-08-2016 to 11-9 2016 at the UST ABillie Jean King National Tennis
Center.
Result ofthe tounament:
Men’s Singles:
Winner: Stan Wawrinka(Switzerland)
Runner Up: Novak Djokovic(Serbia)
Women’s Singles:
Winner: Angelique Kerber(Germany)
Runner up: Karolina Pliskova(Czech Republic)
Men’s doubles:
Winner: Jamie Murray (United Kingdom)and Bruno Soares(Brazil)
Runner Up: Pablo Carreno Busta and Guillermo Garcia-Lopez(Bath are of Spain)
Women’s Doubles:
Winner: Bethanie Mattek-Sands(United Sates) and Lucie Safarova(Czech Republic)
Runner Up: Caroline Garcia and Kristina Mladenovic( Bath are of France)
Mixed Doubles:
Winner: Laura Siegemund(Germany) and Mate Pavic (Croatia)
Runner Up: Coco Vandeweghe and United States Rajeev Ram(Bath are of United States)
San Wawrinka won three Grand Slam singles finals in his career,namely 2014 Australian
Open,the 2015 French OQpen andthe 2016 US Open.
Angelique Kerber won the title, defeating KarolinaPliSkova in thefinal.
It was Kerber’s second Grand Slam singles title and she became the first German to win
the US Open since Steffi Graf in1996.
Reference:
http //www.usopen.org/index.html

Connecticut Open: 2016

Question: Who among the following has won the women’ssinglestitle of the recently held
ConnecticutOpen-2016?

(a) Elina Svitolina (b) Sania Mirza (c) Monica Niculescu (d) Agnieszka Radwanska

Ans: (d)

Related fact:

e The 2016 Connecticut Open (also known asthe 2016 Connecticut Open presented
by United T echnologies for sponsorship reasons) was a tennistounament played
from Auwgust 21through to August 27 at the Cullman-Heyman T ennis Center in New
Haven, Connecticut, United States.

e Result ofthe tounament:

«Women’s Singles:

* Winner: Agnieszka Radwanska(P oland)

* Runner Up: Elna Svitolina(Ukraineg)

«Women’s Doubles:

e Winner: Sania Mirza(India) and MonicaNiculescu(Romania)

¢ Runner Up: Kaeryna Bondarenko(Ukraine) and Chia-jung Chuang (Chinese Taipei)
Reference:
http //www. wtatennis.com/tournamentstournament 1d/535/it le/connedicut-open
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FOOTBALL
FIFA U-17 Women’s World Cup, 2016

Question: Which ofthe following team won the FIFA U-17Women’s Wordd Cup,2016?
(a) Japan  (b) Venezuela (c) North Korea  (d) Spain
Ans: (c)
Related fact:
e From 30 September to 21 October 2016;The FIFA U-17 Women’s
World Cup tournament 2016 was held in Jordan.
e |t was the 5th edition of the FIFAU-17 Women’s World Cup, the biennial international
women’syouth football championship.
* Number of Participatingteams were 16.
 Aseela is an Arabian otyx the national animal of Jordan, was the mascot of the 2016
FIFA U-17 Women’s World Cup.
e North Korea’s women’s U-17 team on 21 October 2016 won the 2016 FIFA U-17
Women’s World Cup.
e North Korean team defeated Japan in penalty kicks to won the title.
* Spain and Venejuela gat third and fourth place respectively.
e Some ather important awards given in the World Cup are:
e Golden Boot- Lorena Navarro (Spain, 8 goals)
» Golden Ball- Fuka Nagano (Japan)
» Golden Glove- Noelia Ramos (Spain)
« Fair Play award-Japan
Reference:
http //iwww.fifa.com/ul7womensworldcup/staistics/index.html
http //www.fifa.com/ul7womensworldcup/awards/index.html

BRICS U-17 Football Tournament 2016

Question: Which ofthe following muntry has won the first edition of the BRICS U-17 Football
Cup?
(a) Brazil (b) Russia (c)India (d) Chima
Ans: (a)
Related facts:
e The2016 BRICSU-17 Foothall Cup wasthe first editionof the BRICS
U-17 Football Cup.
e Itheld on5-15 October, 2016 at Goa.
e Inthe final match, Brazil defeated South Africa by 5-1 goals.
e Brazil’sPaulo Henrique Sxmapaio Filho scored the very first goal of the match in24th
Minute.
e Followedby Vinicius de Oliveirainthe 34th minute, Victor de Oliveira sored a brace in
the 40th & 61st minute togive Brazil an upper hand.
e Suth Africa’s S'miso Baophela scored the only goal for histeam.
e Earlier inthe mach forthe 3 rd place between Russia and China, Russia defeated China
2-1.
e The BRICSU-17 Foothall Cup isa under17 Football tournament played anong teams of
five BRICS countries viz. Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa.
Reference:
http:/pib.nicin/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx ?relid=151691
http //www.business-standard.com/atticle/government-press-release/brazil-wins-inaugural-brics-u-17-
foothall-tournament-116101500752 1.html
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Chess
Hoogeveen Chess Tourmament-2016

Question: Name the Indian player who reently createdhistory at the Hoogeveen International
chess tournament by becoming the first playerever to win the title twice in a rowin the FIDE
O pen?

(a) Shaj Grover  (b) S.L Narayanan (c) Sandipan Chanda (d) Abhijeet Gupta z
Ans: (d) 4

Related fact:
e Froml5 Octoberto 22 October 2016; Hoogeveen Chess Tournament was held at the
Dutch hamlet.
e Grandmaster and Commaonwealth champion Abhijeet Gupta created history by becoming
the first player ever to win thetitle twice in arowin the FIDE Open..
e Abhijeet Guptascored 75 pointsout of a possible nine to win thetitle solely ahead of
%cond placed Grandmaster Sandipan Chanda.
e Third and fourth places were also baggedby M R Lalith Babu and M Shyam Sundar
respectively.
Reference:
http //www.hoogeveenchess.nl/en/20th-hoogeveen-chess-toumament 2016
http//www.hoogeveenchess.nl/en/pairings-open

BADMINTON

YONEX Dutch Open 2016

Question: Who among the following has won the men’s singles title of YONEX Dutch O pen 2016?
(a) TzuWeiWang (b) Ajay Jayaram (c) Anders Antonsen (d) Emil Holst
Ans:(a)
Related facts:
e From 11-16 October 2016; the 2016 Dutch Open Grand Prix badminton
tournament held at Topsportcentrum in Almere inthe Netherlands.
e |t was the 17th grand prix’stournament of the 2016 BWF Grand Prix Gold and Grand
Prix.
e Result ofthe tounament:
* Men’ssingles:
* Winner: T zu-wei Wang(Chinese Taipei)
* Runner Up: Ajay Jayaram(India)
*Women’s Singles:
* Winner: Zhang Beiwen(United States)
* Runner Up: Hsu Ya-ching(Chinese T aipei)
* Men’s Doubles:
e Winner: Jhe-huei Lee and Yang Lee(Bath are of ChineseT aipei)
* Runner Up: Mahias Christiansen and David Daudaard(Both are of Denmark)
*Women’s Doubles:
e Winner: Setyana Mapasa and Gronya Somerville (Both are of Australia)
* Runner Up: Gabriela Stoeva and Stefani Stoeva(Both are of Buloaria)
e MixedDoubles:
e Winner: Mathias Christiansen and Sara Thygesen(Both are of Denmark)
e Runner Up: Soren Gravholt and Maiken Fruergaard(Both are of Denmaik)
Reference:
http://bwf.tournamentsoftware.com/sport/winners.aspx?id=928 C6594-010C-4290-86 E7-9F7CA7390C96
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Chinese Taipei Masters-2016

Question: Who among the following has won the men’s singles title of the recently held Chinese
Taipei Masters-2016?
(a) Sourabh Verma (b) AjayJayaram(c) Pranav Jerry Chopra (d) Chean Anand
Ans: (a)
Related fact:
e On 11-16 October 2016;the 2016 Chinese TaipeiMasters Grand Prix
badminton tournament was held & the Hsing Chuang Gymansium in T aipei City, Chinese
Taipei.
It was the 16th grand prix’s of the 2016 BWF Grand Prix Gold and Grand Prix.
Result ofthe tounament:—
e Men’ssingles:
e Winner: Sourabh Verma(lndia)
e Runner Up: Daen Liew(Malaysia )
«Women’s Singles:
e Winner: Ayumi Mine(Japan)
e Runner Up: Saena Kawakami (Japan)
¢ Men’s Doubles:
e Winner: Fajar Alfian and Muhammad Rian Ardianto(Bath are of Indonesia)
e Runner Up: Chen Hung-ling and T aipeiWang Chi-lin(Both are of Chinese Taipei)
*«Women’s Doubles:
* Winner: Fukushima and Sayaka Hirota(Both areof Japan)
* Runner Up: Shiho Tanaka and Koharu Yonemoto(Both are of Japan)
* MixedDoubles:
e Winner: Tang Chun Man and Tse Ying Suet(Bath are of Hong Kong)
* Runner Up: Ryota T aohata and Koharu Yonemato(Both are of Japan)
Reference:
http //bwfbadminton.com/results/2472/chinese-taipei-masters/podium

SCG Thailand Open-2016

Question: Who among the following has won the men’s singled title of the recently held SCG

Thailand Open-2016? -3
(a) Wang Tzu-wei (b) YangLee (c) Tanongsak Saensomboonsuk (d) Kazumasa Sakai SCGpaland
Ans: (c) WA

Related facts:
e From4to 9 October 2016;the 2016 SCG T hailand Open was heldat Nimibutr Stadium in
Bangkokin Thailand.
e Result ofthe tounament:
e Men’s Singles:
e Winner: Tanongsak Saensomboonsu(Thailand)
e Runner Up: Sony Dwi Kuncoro(Indonesia)
e Women’sSingles
* Winner: Aya Ohori(Japan)
* Runner Up: Busanan Ongbamrungphan(Thailand )
e Men’s Doubles:
e Winner: Berry Angriawan and Rian Agung Saputro (Bath are of Indonesia)
e Runner Up: T akuto Inoue and Yuki Kaneko(Both are of Japan)
e \Women’s Doubles:
e Winner: Puttita Supajirakul and Sapsiree T aeratanachai (Both are of Thailand)
* Runner Up: Mayu Matsumoto and Wakana Nagahara(Bath are of Japan)
Reference:
http://bwfbadminton.com/results/2340/scg-thailand-open/podium
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Russian Open Grand Prix-2016

Question: Who among the following has won the women’ssngles title of the recently held2016
Russian Open Grand Prix ?
(a) Caroline Garcia  (b) Elena Vesnina
(c) Garbine Muguruza (d) Gadde Ruthvika Shivani
Ans: (d)
Related facts:
e From4to 9 October 2016;the 2016 Russian Open Grand Prix was held in Sports Hall
Olympic, Vladivostok, Russia.
Result ofthe tounament:
Men’s Singles:
 Winner: Zulfadi Zulkiffl(Malaysia)
e Runner Up: Siril Verma(India)
e \Women’sSingles:
e Winner: Gadde Ruthvika Shivani (India)
* Runner Up: Evgeniya Kosetskaya(Russia)
e Men’s Doubles:
e Winner: Vladimir lvanov and Ivan Sozonov(Bath are of Russia)
e Runner Up: Kongtantin Abramov and Alexandr Zinchenko(Both are of Russia)
e \Women’s Doubles:
e Winner: Anastasia Chervyakova and Olga Morozova(Both are of Russia)
e Runner Up: Evgeniya Kosetskay and Ksenia Polikarpova(Both ae of Russia)
e Mixed Doubles:
e Winner: Pranaav Jerry Chopraand N. Skki Reddy (Both are ofIndia)
* Runner Up: Vladimir Ivanov and Valeria Sorokina(Both are of Russia)
Reference:
http://bwfbadminton.com/results/2575/russian-open-arand-prix-2016/podium

GOLF
Chennai Open Golf Championship 2016

Question: Who has won the recently held ChennaiO pen Golf Championship 2016?
(a) Shamin Khan 11th - 14th October, 2016
(b) Kapil kumar
(c) Mukesh Kumar
(d) Pradeep Kumar
Ans: (c)
Related facts:
e ChennaiOpen Golf Championship 2016 presented by Express
Exclusive was held on 11 Oct — 14 Oct, 2016.
e Result ofthe Championship:
* First place-Mukesh Kumar
e Second place-Honey Basoya
Reference:
http/Mww pgtofindia.com/index.php?view =tourdetails &tou_id=279
http //www.patofindia.com/index.php?view=tourdetails&tour_id=279
http //www.pgtofindia.com/index.php?view=tourdetails&opt=score&tour id=279
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FORMULA ONE
United States Grand Prix-2016

Question: Who among the following has won the recently held United States Grand Prix-20167?
(a) Nico Rosberg (b) Lewis Hamilton (c) Daniel Ricardo (d) Noneofthese
Ans:(b)
Related fact:
e On 23 October 2016; Mercedes driver Lewis Hamilton won the 2016 United States Grand
Prix.
e Nico Rosberg finished second while Red Bull Racing-T AG Heuer’s Daniel Ricciardo finished
thirdin the race.
e Therace washeld atthe Circuit of the Americas, Austin, Texas, United States.
e Thiswas 18th race ofthe Formula -1 of 2016 session.
Reference:

http 7/ www.formulal.com/en/results.ntm1/2016/races/Q54/united-states/race-result.html
https://www.formulal.com/en/championship/races/2016/United States.html

2016 Japanese Grand Prix

Question: Who has won the recently held Japanese Grand Prix-20167?
(a) Nico Rosberg  (b) Max Verstappen (c)Lewis Hamilton (d) Daniel Ricciardo
Ans: (a)
Related facts:
e The 2016 Japanese Grand Prix formally known asthe 2016 Formula 1
Emirates Japanese GrandPrix was a Formula Onemotor race that was held on 9 October
2016 atthe Suzuka Circuit in Suzuka, Mie, Japan
e Mercedes driver Nico Rosberg of Germany has secured first position inthe race.

e Scond positionwas secured by Max Verstappen (Netherland’s Redbull team driver)
e Lewis Hamilton securedthe thirdplace (British driver of Mercedes team)
e It shouldbe known that there are still four racesto be held in 2016 season.
e Thenextrace ofthe season is American Gran Prix-2016 and will ke held between 21
October and 23 Cctober 2016.
e It is known that presently maximum 9 races in 2016 season are won by Nico Rosberg.
Reference:
http //www.formulal.com/en/latest/headlines’2016/10/rosberg-wins-in-japan-as-mercedes-seal-

condructors-crown.html
http //www.suzukacircuit.jp/en/events/f1/
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SHORT NOTES
Persomalities

Junko Tabei

Question: Recently Junko Tabei, the first woman to climbthe word’s highest peak passed awa
she kelongs to which one of the following muntry? 5
(a) Nepal  (b) Bhuan (c) Japan (d) Indonesia
Ans: (c)
Related fact:
e On 20 October 2016 Junko Takei, the firt woman to climb the world’s highest peak
passed away at age 77.
e She wasa Japanese mountaineer.
e She was also the first woman to ascend all Seven Summits by climbingthe highest peak
on every continent.
e Tabei climbed the 29,000-foot summit of Mount Everest in 1975.
Reference:
http://edition.cnn.com/2016/10/23/asia/junkotabei-dead-at-77/index.ntml

Thailand’s King Bhumibol Adulyadej passed away

Question: who is the current Prime Minister of Thailand?
a) Prayut Chan-o-cha b) Abhisit Vejjajiva c) Yingluck Shinawatra d) Noneofthe above
Ans:(a)

Related facts:
e Thailand’'s King Bhumibol Adulyadej (Rama IX), world’s longest reigning
monarch, died on13th October, 2016 at the age of 88.

e King Bhumibol ascendedthe throne on June 9, 1946, after gunshot death of
his elder brother, 20-year-old King Ananda Mahidol (Rama VII1).
e He was born in 1927 in Cambridge, Massachusetts, wherehis father, Prince Mahidol, was
gudying medicine.
e King Bhumibol spent much of his early life abroad, first in the United States andthen in
Switzerland.
e He was marriedto Sirikit and King Bhumibol and Queen Sirikit have four children.
e Despitethe monarchy’s wealth, King Bhumibol was the keen proponent of a “sufficiency
economy” philoophy —known in T hai as a “just-enough economy”, which drewon
Buddhist teachings.
e King Bhumibol was seen as a force for unity for the people of Thailand.
e His son and apparent heir, 63-year old Crown Prince Maha Vajiralongkorn is expectedto
become the newKking.
e Itis notable that under ‘lese-majeste’ laws criticism of theroyal family is punishable and
criticiam of the monarchy can leadto yeas of jail as punishment.
Reference:
http //www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-3764 3326
http //www.thehindu.com/news/internationalthailands-king-bhumibol-adulyadej-dies/article9 2154 90.ece
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New President of World Medical Association

Question: Who among the following Indian has been appointed as the president of World Medical
Association?
(a) Dr. Naresh Trehan  (b) Dr. Ketan Desai
(c) Dr. Deepak Agarwal (d) Dr. Kartikey Sharma
Ans (b)
Related facts:

e On 21 October 2016 aformer President of MCI and the Indian Medical Association (IMA)

was appointed asthe president of the World Medical Association (WMA).

e This wasannounced during the annual General Assembly of the WMA in Taipei, Taiwan
from 19to 22 Odober.
e He will ®rve as president for the 2016-2017 period.
Reference:
http //www. wma.net/en/40news/20archives/2016/2016 29/index.htm|
http://in.reuters.com/article/wma-president -desai-ketan-idINKCN12LORV
http/thewire.in/7 4869/ketan-desai-world-medical-association/

Kigeli V

Question: Recently Kigeli V passedaway, He was the last ruling King of which of the
following country?
(a) Uganda (b) Rwanda
(c) Bulgaria (d) Haiti
Ans:(b)
Related facts:
e On 16 Octoker 2016 last king of Rwanda has died in the US aged 80 yearsold
e He was born Ndahindurwa on 29 June 1936 in Kamembe, Rwanda.

e He was known for heading the King Kigeli V Foundation, promoting humanitarian work for
Rwandan refugees, and for his activities in maintaining the cultural heritage of his formerly
reigning royal house.

Reference:
http //mwww.bbc.com/news/world-africa-37676464

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kigeli V of Rwanda
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Director General of Naval Operations

Question: Who among the following has assumed the charge of Director General Naval

O perations?

(a) Vice Admiral S.VV Bhokare (b) Vice Admiral SN Ghormade

(c) Vice Admiral Deepak Joshi  (d) Vice Admiral SN Singh { ;-;
Ans: (b) HY

Related facts:
e On 21 October 2016 Vice Admiral SN Ghormade assumed the chargeof Director General
Naval Operdions at the IHQ MoD (N).
e The Flag Officer was commissioned into the Indian Navy on 0L Jan 1984.
e Theofficer isthe recipient ofthe Nau Sena Medal in 2007 bythe President of India and
Commendatibn by Chief of Naval Staff in 2000.
Reference:
http://pib.nicin/hewsite/PrintRelease.aspx ?relid=151841

New Member Secretary of the 21st Law Commissionof India

Question: Recently who hasbeen appointedas Member Secretary of the 21st Law Commission of
India?

(@) Deepak Kumar  (b) AlokRanjan

Law Commission of India

(c) Sanjay Singh (d) Praveen Kumar
Ans:(c)
Related facts:

e On 17 Octoker 2016 former kgislative secretary Sanjay Singh has been appointed as Member
Secretary, 21¢ Law Commission of India.
e He was appointed by President Pranab Mukherjee to the post for a period up to August 31,
2018.
e He isa retired officerof Indian Legal Service was appointed as legislative secretary in August
2014.
e Thetenure of Twenty-first Law Commission, which was congituted on September 1, 2015 is
until August 31, 2018.
Reference:
http://bureaucracytoday.comtop news.aspx?id=175217

http //www.ptinews.com/news/7978644 Sanjay-Singh-appointed-Member-Secretary—L aw-

Commissionhtml
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Navdeep Singh Suri

Question: Recently Navdeep Singh Suri appointedas the next Ambassador of Inda to which of the
following country?
(a) Russia (b) UAE (c) Saudi Arabia  (d) Iran
Ans: (b) ‘
Related fact:
e Accordingthe press release issued on 17 October 2016 by Ministty of External Affairs
Navdeep Singh Quri has been appointed asthe next Ambassador to United Arab
Emirates] UAE).
e He isa 1983 batch Indian Foreign Service official.
e He iscurrently serving as Indian High Commissioner in Canberra.
Reference:
http //www.mea.gov.in/press-

releases.htm?ct1/27498/Navoeep+Singh+Suri+appointed+as+the+next+ Ambassador+of+lndiatto+UAE
https.//www.indembassyuae.org/navdeep-singh-suri-gpointed-as-the-hext-ambassador-of-india-to-the-

uae-h-e-navdeep-singh-suri-presently-high-commissioner-of-india-in-canberra-has-been-appointed-as-
the-next-ambassador-of-india/

New Whole-Time Member of market regulator SEBI

Question: Who has been appointed as the Whole-Time Member of market regulator SEBI?
(a) G Ramalingam (b) Gurumoorthy Mahalingam
(c) Dinesh Chnadra (d) None of These
Ans: (b)
Related fact:
e On 12 October 2016; RBI’s Executive Drector Gurumoorthy Mahalingam was appointed
as Whole-T ime Member(WT M) of market regulator SEBI.
e He has been appointed tothe podt for fiveyears, ortilltheage of 6 yearswhichever is
earliest.
e He will replace Prashant Saran.
e Besides Chairman, the Securitiesand Exchange Board of India (Sebi) can have three
WT Ms.
e The existing WTMs are Rajeev Kumar Agarwal and S Raman.
Reference:
http/Aimesofindia.indiatimescom/city/delhi/RBIs-G-Mahalingam-appointed-Whole-Time-Meanber-at-
Sebifarticleshow/53673399.cms
http //www.s bi.gov.in/cms/sebi_dataabout us/Boardpdf
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RenuPall

Question: Recently Renu Pall has keen appointed as the next Ambassadorof India to which of the
following country?

(a) Russia (b) Austria
(c) United States of America (d) Germany
Ans: (b)

Related fact:
o Accordingtothe release of Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India published on 8
October 2016 Renu Pall has been appointed asthe next Ambassador of India to Austria.
e She isan IFSofficer of 1988 batch.
e She will succeed Rajiva Misra in Audria.
e Presently Renu Pall is serving as Ambassador of Indiato the Czech Republic.
Reference:
http//mea.gov.in/press-
releases.htm?dt1/27470/RenutPall+appointedtas+thet+next+Ambassador+ofHndia+to+Austria

https:.//www.indianbureaucracy.com/renu-pall-appointed-ambassadorto-austria/
http //www.indianmandarins.com/pall-appointed-as-next-ambassadorto-austria/

Ajay Kumar Bhalla

Question: Recentlywho has been appointed as Director General of Foreign Trade (DGFT)?
(a) Ajay Singh (b) Ajay Tyagi
(c) M.S Sahoo (d) Ajay Kumar Bhalla
Ans:(d)
Related fact: o
e On 13 Octoker 2016 Ajay Kumar Bhalla was appointed as the Directar General of Foreign
Trade (DGFT).
e Heisa 1984 batch IAS office of Assam-Meghalaya cadre,
e He ispresently additional secretary inthe commerce ministry.
e He has beenappointed to the post in place of Anup Wadhawan.

e The DGFT isentrusted with responsibilities for formulating and implementingthe foreign
tradepolicy withthemain objective of promating India’s exports.
Reference:
http //www.ptinews.com/news/7965707 Ajay-Kumar-Bhalla-appointed-new-DGFT -.htm|

http //www.business-standard.com/aticle/pti-stories/ajay-kumar-bhalla-appointed-new-dgft-
116101300725 1.html
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Dario Fo passed away

Question: ‘“The Acddental Death ofan Anarchist’ was written by... .

a) Dario Fo b) Harold Pinter
c) Edward Said d) None of the above.
Ans :(a)

Related facts: e :

e Nobel prize-winning Italian playwright, diredor and politicalactivist Dario Fo has died aged
90 on 13th October, 2016.

e He was famous for hispolitical satire in playssuch as “The Accidental Death of an Ararchist’.
Mr. Fo won the Nobel Prize for literaure in 1997.

e The Accidental Death of an Anarchig”, which brought him internatioral fame, was based on
the true story of arailway worker who fell to his death from the fourth floor of a Milan police
station wherehe was being interrogated.

e His subversive humor won him a distinctive gatus, but also saw him periodically hounded off
the stage andtelevisbn in an attempt by the Italian egablishment to muzzle him. He was
barred from enteringthe United States in the early 1980s.

e Mr. Fo wrote more than 80 plays, many of them in collaboration with his wife, Franca Rame

e Through hisworks and activism Dario Fo always stood by reason and for cause of equality
and dignity for all.

Reference:
http:/edition.cnn.com/2016/10/13/europe/italy -playwright-dario-fo-dies/

Professor Nayanjot Lahiri

Question: Recently Nayanjot Lahin, Professor of History at the Ashoka Uniwersity, has keen
announced as the winner 0f2016 John F. Richards Prize for her which ofthe following book?
(a) Akbar in Ancient India (b) Ashoka in Ancient India
(c) The Grea Ashoka (d) The policy in Ancient India
Ans: (b)
Related fact: -
e On 30ctober 2016 Nayanjot Lahiri, has been announced asthe winner of 2016 John F.
Richards Prize for her book Ashoka in Ancient India.
e Nayanjot Lahiri isProfessor of History at the Ashoka University
e TheRichardsPrize isawarded annually by the American Historical Association (AHA) to the
best book in South Asian history.
e Theprize will be awarded atthe Association’s 131st Annual Meeting in Denver, January 5-8,
2017.
Reference:
http//blog.historians.ora/2016/10/american-historical-associaion-announces-2016-prize-winners/
https.//www.historians.org/awards-and-grants/past-recipientsfohn-f-richards-prize-recipients
https.//mww.historians.org/anards-and-grantsawards-and-prizes/john-f-richards-prize
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Kshatrapathi Shivaji

Question: Recently Kshatrapathi Shivaji has been appointed as Executive Director of which of the
following Global organization?

o

(a) World Bank (b) Interational Monetary Fund
(c) Asian Development Bank (d) BRICS bank
Ans: (c)

Related fact:

e On 60ctober 2016 Appointments Committee of the Cabinet (ACC) has appoited
Kshatrapathi Shivaji IAS has been appointed as Executive Director, Asian Development
Bank.

e He isseniorAS officer of 1986-batch of Méharashtra cadre.

e He will replace Umesh Kumar.

e He has beenappointed for tenure ofthree years from the date of assumption of charge of the
post or until further orders.

e Asian Development Bank (ADB) is aregional development bank established on 19 December

1966.
e |tisheadquaterd in Manila, Philippines.
Reference:

http//pib.nicin/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx ?relid=151478
http //www.indianbureaucracy.com/kshatrapahi-shivaji-apointed-ed-asian-development-bank/

Heisnam Kanhailal

Question: Recently Heisnam Kanhailal passed away. He was relatd to which of the following field?
(a) ience (b) Arts
(c) Theater (d) Literature :
Ans: (d) \ J
Related facts: sl fnf
e On 60ctober 2016 Eminent Manipuri theatre personality Heisnam Kanhailal passed away. He
was 75.
e He was the founder-director of Kalakshetra Manipur, a theatrelaboratory established in 1969.
e Kanhailal’s major works include “Tamnalai’ (The hurting spirit), ‘Kabui-Keioiba’ (Half man-
halftiger), and ‘Draupadi’.
e He was awarded the Sangeet Natak Akademi Award in direction in 1985 and n 2011;he was
awarded the Sangeet Natak Akademi Ratna Award, the highest-ranked Akademi award.
e He was awarded thePadma Shri in 2004 andthePadma Bhushan in 2016 by the Government
of India for his contribution inthe field oftheatre.
Reference:
http //www.business-standard.com/aticle/pti-storieskhespian-heisnam-kanhailal-passes-away -
116100601243 1.html
https.//en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heisnam Kanhailal
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New Secretary-General of the United Nations

Question: Who has been selected as the next Secretary-General of the United Nations fora five-

yearterm?

(a) Margaret Chan (b) Irina Bokova
(c) Antonio Guteres (d) Peter Thompson
Ans:(c)

Related facts:

e On 60ctober 2016the Security Council formally chose the former Prime Minister of
Portugal, Antonio Guterres, as its nominee to be the next Secretary-General ofthe Unted
Nations for a five-year term.

e Therecommendation, made i aresolution adopted ina private meeting by acclamation, gone
tothe 193-member General Assembly for formal approval.

e He will replace Ban Ki-moon who will step down on31 December 2016.

e Guterres was Prime Ministerof Portugal from1995t02002. He also served for atime as
President ofthe Socialist International.

e He was the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees from June 2005to December
2015.

Reference:
http //mwww.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewslD=5524#.V_isB_[197IW

. Ki/ANt%6C3%B3nio_

Brand ambassador of “Haritha Keralam’ project

Question: Who has been appointed as the brand ambassador of itsambitious ‘Haritha Keralam’
(Green Kerala) project?

(a) Anil Kapoor  (b) Varun Dhawan 9 ’
(c) KJ Yesudas  (d) Udit Narayan ik
Ans: (c) . -

Related facts:
e On 30ctober 2016 popular playback singer Dr KJ Yesudas has become one of the brand
ambassadors of “Haritha Keralam” project in Kerala.
e It was announced by State Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan via his official Faccbook page.
o ‘Haritha Keralam’ (Green Kerala) project, a massive initiative envisaged for agarbage-free
and clean stae.
e Ponds and streamletswill be cleaned inthe first phase, while rivers, lakes and other waer
bodies in the second phase.
Reference:
https.//mww.facebook.com/PinarayiVijayan/photos/a560327407392427.1073741828 539381006153734/

1131701596921669/type=3&theater
http//indianexpress.com/article/indig/india-news-india/kj-yesudas-to-be-brand-ambassador-pinarayi-

vijayan-of-haritha-keralam-areen-kerala-project-306 3443/
http//www.ibtimes.co.in/kj-yesudas-becomes-brand-ambassador-keralas-haritha-keralam-project-69 6406
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Chief Guest of 68th Republic Day

Question: Who will be the dief guest for the 2017 Re public Day of India?

(a) Ashraf Ghani  (b) Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan llil
(c) Madimir Putin  (d) Barack Obama 5 b
Ans: (b)

Related facts:

e Accordingtotweet posted by official spokeperson, Ministry of External Affairson 2 October
2016 the crown prince of Abu Dhabi, Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan will be the
chief guest forthe 68th Republic Day celebraions on26 January 2017.

e Thisis his second visit to India, earlier he came on a three-day-visit in February 2016.

e Previous instances of dignitaries fromthe Gulf region invited as chiefguest at the Republic
Day celebrations include Iranian president Mohammed Khatami in 2003 andthe Saudi king
King Abdullah bin Abdulaziz al-Saudin 2006.

e Thisacceptance of the invitation by Sheikh Al Nahyan, who isalso the Deputy Supreme
Commander of the UAE armed forces, sendsout an important message at a time when
tensions between India and Pakistan are escalating.

e In 2016 French President Francois Hollande was the chief guest on the occasion and in 2015
US President Barack Obama was the chief guest.

Reference:
https//twmer com/MEAIndla/status/782565906090041344’7Ianq hi

bin-zayed-al- nahvan-to be chief-quest-on- republlc dav/artlcleshowl54643505 cms

http//www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/king-abdullah-republic-day-chief-
guest/article3241151.ece

Arjun Vajpai

Question: Recently Professional Indian mountaineer Arjun Vajpai scaledthe word’s sixth highest
mountain, name the mountain-
(a) Mount Abu (b) Mount Cho Oyu
(c) Mount manaslu: (d) Noneof these
Ans: (b) @ L=
Related facts:
e On 40ctober 2016 Professional Indian mountaineer Arjun Vajpai scaled the world’s sixth
highest mountain Cho Oyu.
e He became the youngest in the worldto scalethe Mount Cho Oyu, the sixth highest mountain
peak in the world at 8188 metres (26,864 ft) above sea level.
e He hasnow climbed five of the 14 highest mountains in the world that tower over 8,000m,
including Mt Everest, Mt Manaslu, Mt Makalu and Mt Lhotse.
e He became one of the youngest Indiansto climb Mt Everest in2010.
Reference:
http //www.arjun-vajpai.com/
http://sports.ndtv.commnews/mountaineer-arjun-vajpai-summi-cho-oyu-other-sports-1470532
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New chairman of Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India
(1IBBI)

Question: Who has been appointed as the dhairman of Insolvency and Bank ruptcy Boardof India
(1BBI)?

(a) GS Yadav (b) M.Sshoo
(c) Amar Singh (d) Ajay Tyagi
Ans: (b)

Related fact:

e On 10ctober 2016 MS Sahoo has been appointed as the chairman of Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Board of India (IBBI).

e He has beenappointed as IBBI Chaiman for a period of five years.

e Currently he was Competition Commission of India (CCI) Member.

e Themembersofthe IBBI are Ajay Tyagi, Additional Secretary, Finance Ministry ; Amardeep
Singh Bhatia, Joint Scretary, Ministry of Corporate Affairs; GS Yadav, Joint Secretary,
Department of Legal Affairs; and Unnikrishnan, Legal Advisor, Reserve Bank of India.

e Themain activity of IBBI would be to regulate the functioning of insolvency professionals,
insolvency professional agencies and informaion utilities underthe Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code 2016.

Reference:

http //www.thehindubusinessline.com/economy/centre-constitutes-insolvency-and-bankrupt cy-board-of -
india/article9176022 ece

http //www.indiacode.nic.in/acts-in-pdf/2016/201631.pdf

Shakti Sinha

Question: Recently the Appointments Committee of the Cabinet approvedthe appointment of
retired 1AS officer Shakti Sinha tothe post of director, Nehru Memorial Museum and Library, Itis
locatedin-

(a) Jaipur

(b) Bengaluru

(c) Allahabad

(d) New Delhi

Ans: (d)

Related facts:ss

On 29 September 2016 the Appointments Committee ofthe Cabinet
appmoved the appointment ofretired IAS officer Shakti Sinhato the post of director, Nehru Memorial
Museum and Library in New Delhi.

He will replace Mahesh Rangarajan.

The Nehru Memorial Museum & Library (NMML) isa museun and library in New Delhi, India.

It isan autonomous institution underthe Indian Minigry of Culture, and was founded in 1964 after the
deathof India’s first Prime Minister, Jawaharlal Nehru.

Reference:

http //www.thehindu.com/news/national/shakti-sinhato-head-nehru-memorial-museum-and-
library/article9163918.ece
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New Chairman of PTI

Question: Who among the following has beenelected as the chairman of the Press Trust of India?
(a) Vineet Jain
(b) Atul Maheshwari
(c) Vivek Goenka
(d) Riyadh Mathew
Ans: (d)
Related facts:
e On 28 September 2016 Riyach Mathew, Director of MalayalaManorana
has been eleded as the chairman of Press T rust of India (PTI).
e He will succeed Hormusji N. Cama.
e Viveck Goenka, chairman and managing director of the Indian Express has been elected as the
vice-chairman of thePress T rust of India.
e PressTrust of India PTI) isthe largest news agency in India. It was founded in year 1947.
Reference:
http //www.business-standard.com/atticle/pti-stories/riyadh-mathew-new-pti-cdhairman-viveck-goenka-
vice-chairman-116092800436 _1.html
http Jiwww.theweek.infhews/india/riyad-mat hew-new-pti-chairman.htm]
http /iwww.thehindu.com/Aodays-paper/tp-national/riyadh-mahew-is-new-pti-
chairman/article9165094.ece

Taranjit Singh Sandhu

Question: Recently Taranjit Singh Sandhu has been appointed as the next High Commissione r of
India to which of the following country?
(a) Si Lanka
(b) Maldives
(c) Bangladesh
(d) Nepal
Ans:(a)
Related fact:

o On 22 September 2016; Taranjit Singh Sandhu has been appointed asthe next High

Commissioner of Indiato the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka.
e Heisan IFSofficer of 1988 hatch.
e Inthis position he will replace Yashvardhan Kumar Snha who is appointed asthe next High
Commissioner of Indiato the UK.

Reference:
http//mea.gov.in/press-
releases.htm?dt1/27 428 /T aranjit +Sinch+Sandhu+ap pointed+as+the+next +High+Commissioner+of+India
+to+the+Sri+lanka
http//www.financialexpress.com/india-news/taranjit-singh-sandhu-appointed-indias-envoy-to-sri-
lanka/386945/
http:/editorial .ft.1k/2016/09/24 karanjit-singh-sandh u-ap pointed-indias-envoy-to-sri-lanka/
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Syed Shamsul Haq

Question: Recently famous author, poet and playwright Syed Shamsul Hag has ded. Hebelongs to
whid of the following country?
(a) Bangladesh
(b) Pakistan
(c) Afghanistan
(d) India
Ans: (a)
Related fact:
e On 27 September 2016 Bangladeshi author, poet and playwright Syed Shamsul Haq has
passed away. He was 81 yearsold.
e Hewas born in Kurigram on December 27, 1935; Shamsul Haq rose to fame with his
incredible creation of poetry, plays and short stories.
e He was considered to be a pioneer of modern Bangla literature.
e Some of hisfamous poems are Ekoda Ek Rajjey (1961), Boishakhey Rochito Ponktimala
(1969), Birotihin Utsab (1969, Protichwonigon (1976) and Opor Purush (1978).
e He wonthe Bangla Academy Award in 1966, Ekushey Padak in 1984 and Independence
Award in 2000 for his contributionto Bangla literature.
Reference:
http J/bdnews24. com/banqlaobsh/2016/09/27/sved shamsul hag-passes-away

http JIwww, thehlndu com/news/mternat|onallbanqladesh erter-shamsul haq-dead/artlcle9154841 ece

Shimon Peres

Question: RecentlyShimon Peres passed away. He was the former president of which of the
following country?
(a) Uzbekistan
(b) Venezuela
(c) lsrael
(d) Palestine
Ans: (c)
Related fact:
e On 28 September 2016 former president of Israel, Shimon Peres passed away. He was 93
yearsold.
e He was electedto the Knesset in November 1959
e He srvedtwice as the Prime Minister of Israel and twice as Interim Prime Mhister, and he
was a member of twelve cabinets in apolitical careerspanning nearly 70 years.
e He was elected astheninth President of Israel, serving from 2007 to 2014.
e Peresconcluded the Oslo Peace Accords, forwhich he was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in
1994 with Rabin and Yasser Arafat.
Reference:
http //www.theweek.co.uk/77033/shimon-peres-israels-warrior-for-peace-dies-aged-93
http://edition.cnn.com/2016/09/27 /middleeast/shimon-peres-obit/
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JimYong Kim

Question: Dr. Jim Yong Kim unanimously reappointed toa second five-year term as President of
whid of the following institution?
(a) World Trade Organization
(b) World Bank
(c) International Monetary Fund
(d) World Health Organization
Ans: (b)
Related fact:
e On 27 September 2016 Executive Directors of the World Bark unanimously reappointed Dr.
Jim Yong Kim to a second five-year term as President of the World Bank Group.
e His term will begin from July 1, 2017.
e His term will be up to the next 5 years.
e Dr.Jim Yong Kim isa South Korean-American physician and anthropologist who has served
as the 12th President of the World Bank sinceJuly 1,2012.
e TheWorld Bank was created at the 1944 Bretton Woods Conferenc. It is headquatered at
Washington D.C.
Reference:
http //www. worldbank.org/eninews/press-release/2016/09/27 jim-yong-kim-unanimously-reappointedto-
second-term —as—world-ban k—croup—p resident

pre3|dent/art|cle9157556 ece

Yashvardhan Kumar Sinha

Question: Recently Yashvardnan Kumar Sinha has been appointed as the next High Commissioner
of India to which ofthe following ountry?
(a) Australia
(b) United Kingdom
(c) Si Lanka
(d) Bangladesh
Ans: (b)
Related facts:
e On 27 September 2016 Yashvardhan Kumar Sinha has been appointed asthe next High
Commissioner of India to the United Kingdom.
e Presently heisthe India’s High Commissione to Sri Lanka.
e He isan Indian Foreign Service (IFS) officerofthe 1981 batc.
e He will be replacing Navtej Sarna inthe UK.
Reference:
https.//mea.qov.in/press-
releases.htm?cdt1/27440/Y ashvardhan+Kumar+Sinha+appointed+as+the+next+HHigh+Commissioner+of+l
ndia+to+the+United+Kingdom
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Appointment of the US ambassador to Cuba

Question: Recently who has been named as the first US ambassador to Cuba in more than 50
years?
(a) Richard Rahul Verma
(b) Richard Nixon
(c) Jeffrey DelLaurentis
(d) John Shore
Ans: (c)
Related facts:

e On 27 September 2016 Jeffrey DelLaurentis has been named as the first US ambassador to

Cuba by U.SPresident Baradk Obama in more than 50 years.
e Thisappointment requires confirmation by the Senate
e It may be recalledtha in July 2015 US President, in order to establish diplomatic relations

with Cuba opened its Embassy .
Reference:
https.//havana.usembassy.gov/ambassador.html
http:/edition.cnn.com/2016/09/27 /politics/obama-cuba-ambassador/
http //www.usatoday.com/story/newsworld/2016/09/27/obama-appoints-ambassador-to-cuba-jeffrey-
delaurentis/91185468/

New Director Generalof N DRF

Question: Recently who has been appointed as the New Director General of NDRF?
(a) OP. Singh
(b) udhir Pratap Singh
(c) R K. Pachnanda
(d) P. C T hakur
Ans ()
Related fact:

e On 26 September 2016 R. K.Pachnanda has been appointed asthe New Diredor General of

National Disaster Response Force (NDRF).
e He isan IPSofficer of West Bengal cadre 1983.
e Presently he is working as ADG, CIS.

e His appointment is up to the date of his superannuation i.e. upto 31.012018 or until futher
orders whichever is earlier.

Reference:
http//pib.nicin/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=151110
http://mhal.nic.in/pdfs/Appt DGCISF 230916.PDF
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Appointment of new DG CISF

Question: Recently who has been appointed as the new Director General,Central Industrial
Security Force (CISF) by appointments Committee of Cahinet?
(a) Qudhir Pratap Singh
(b) R K. Pachnanda
(c) OP.Singh
(d) P.C. T hakur
Ans: (c)
Related fact:
e On 26 September 2016 O.P. Singh has been appointed asthe new Director General, Central
Indwstrial Security Force (CISF) by appointments Committee of Cabinet
e O.P.Singh isan IPSofficer of UP 1983 cadre and presently working as DG, NDRF (ADG
level).
e He has beenappointed till the date of his superannuation i.e. upto 31.01.2020 or untilfurther
orders.
Reference:
http//pib.nicin/hewsite/PrintRelease.aspx ?relid=151110
http//mhal.nic.in/pdfs/Appt DGCISF 230916.PDF

PLACES
Quetta

Question: Recently 60 cadets and guards have been killedin an attack by militants on a police
training centre in the city of Quetta, Pakistan. Quettaislocated in which of the folowing province
of Pakistan?
(a) Sndh
(b) Balochistan
(c) Kabul
(d) Lahore
Ans: (b)
Related facts:
e On 24 October 2016 at least 60 cadets and guards have been killed inan attack on a police
training centre in the city of Quetta in Balochistan province, Pakistan.
e Mir Sarfraz Ahmed Bugti, home minister of Balochistan, said that fiveto six amed men
attadked a dormitory inside the training facility while cadets rested and slept.
e The Lashkar-e-Jhangvi (LeJ)claimed responsibility for the attack.
Reference:
http //www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-37757914
http //edition.cnn.com/2016/10/24 /world/pakistan-police-academy-attack/index.htm|
http //www.aljazeera.com/news/2016/10/hurt-gunmen-storm-police-centre-quetta-161024192252388 .himl|
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New Indian Institute of Science Education and Research in Odisha

Question: How many Institute of Science Education and Research are there in the country
presently?

a) Five IISER

b) Seven \

¢) Nine
d) Ten
Ans:(a)
Related facts:
e On 27thOctober, 2016 The Union Cabing underthe chairmanship of Prime Minister Shri
NarendraModi approvedthe formation of an Indian Institute of Science Education and
Research (I1SER), at Bethampur Odisha under the Societies Registration Act, 1860.
e The instiute will operate in atemporary campus with ex-post facto approval for starting
the academic session of 2016-17 from 1st August, 2016.
e The student strength intake for this year inthe BSMS course is 60 whichwill go wp to
665 in the 3rd year, including MSDegree, MS-Ph.D, Ph.D and Post-Doctoral Felbwships.
e The Cahinet alsoapproved accepting land, free of cost, fromthe Sate Government and
Creation of the post of Director of the Institute inthe fixed Pay Scale of Rs.80, 000.
e Thetotal cost ofthe project for temporary campusis Rs. 152.79 crores.
e ABIll for inclusion of ISER, Tirupati and 11SER Berhampur in the Second Schedule of
National Ingtitutes of Technology, Science Education and Research (NIT SER) Act, 2007
will also be introduced in the parliament.

e With formation of 1ISER Berhampur thenumberof I11SERs in the country is now sven.
These ingtitutes are at Kolkata, Pune, Mohali, Bhopal and T hiruvananthapuram, Tirupati
and Berhampur.
e Importance:
e The Indian Ingtitutes of Sience Education and Research (IISER) have been declared as
Institutes of Natibnal Importanceunder the National Instiutes of Technology, Science
Education & Research (NIT SER) Act, 2012.
e These Institutes are envisaged tocarry out research in frontier areas of science andto
provide quality science educationat the Under-Graduate and Post-graduate level.
Reference:
http//pib.nicin/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=153037

http//indiablooms.com/ibns new/life-details/E/2323/nhew-indian-instiute-of-science-education-and-

research-in-odisha.html
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India’s first “happiness junction’

Question: Which of the fdlowing Indian railway station recently become the first “Happiness
Junction”?
(a) Danapur Railway Station
(b) Sonepur Railway Station
(c) Howrah Railway Station
(d) Amritsar Railway Station
Ans: (b)
Related facts:
e On 18 October 2016 Divisional railway manager (DRM) Manoj Kumar Agarwal inaugurated a
Happiness Junctionatthe Sonepur railway station.
e This first-of-its-kind experiment aims to provide books and severalother entertainment tools
to passengers waiting for trains.
e The reading spot has arichcollectibn of books for waiting passengers, besides TV, journals
anda kids zone where playingtools would be made available to thelittle ones.
e Sonepur railway staion is in the East Central Railway (ECR) division.
e Facility would be extended in other stations of the division.
Reference:
https://twitter.com/RailMinindia/staus/790411072041693184
http:/Aimesofindia.indiatimes.comkity/patna/First -of - it s-kind-Hap piness- Jn-at-
Sonepur/atticleshow54944840.cms
http://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/happiness-jundion-started-at-sonepur-
116101801087 1.html

Himachal Pradesh declared India’s Second Open Defecation Free State

WY Himachal Pradesh

Question: Which is the first state of the countryto be declared as O pen
Defecation Free?

a) Skkim

b) Tripura

c) Goa

d) Kerala

Ans: (a)

Related facts:

e On28th Odober, 2016 The State of Himachal Pradesh was declared Open Defecation Free
(ODF).

Himachal Pradesh isthe second State in the country after Sikkim to achievethis fea.
Himachal Pradesh has successfully achieved total rural santation coverage of 100% inthe
State.

e All12 districts in the Statehave been both, declared as well as verified, as ODF.

e The declaration was made by The Sate government at a public event in Shimla, wherethe
Chief Minister of Himachal Pradesh, Shri Virbhadra Singh, felicitated the respective Distrid
Administrators and Local Administrators for successfully achievingthis significant milestone.

Reference:
http://pib.nic.in/newsite/Print Release.aspx ?relid=153077
http://himachal.nic.in/en-1N/
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SBI declares Silchar as its 5th zone in North East

Question: Silchar- recently declaredSBI’s 5th zone in north east, was uncer whic zone earlier?
a) Silchar

b) Dibrugarh
) Guwahati 0 State Bank
d) None ofthe above of India

Ans:(c)
Related facts:
e On 20th October, 2016 The Sate Bank of India (SBI) opened its admhnistrative office at
Silchar and declared Silchar as its 5th zone in North East.
e Earlier, Silchar was under Guwahati zone and it wastough onthe part of the bank to address
the complaints and issues of the customers with sucha difficult terrain.
e Thisoffice has beenopened with a viewto facilitate banking issues for the cusomers of the
region.
e Other four zones catering the banking needs of peopleof Mizoram, Tripura and Manipur
along with the Barak Valley are Guwahati, Shillong, Dibrugarh and Jorhat.
Reference:
http //airworldserviceorg/endlish/archives/35254
-office-at-silchar

Vice Admiral SV Bhokare

Question: Recently Vice Admiral SV Bhokare, YSM, NM took ower charge as the Commandant of

Indian Naval Academy (INA), Ezhimala, this is locatedin which of the following state?
(a) Karnataka

(b) Tamil Nadu

(c) Kerala

(d) AndhraPradesh
Ans: (c)

Related facts: e

e On 20 Octoker 2016 Vice Admiral SV Bhokare, YSM, NM took over charge asthe seventh
Commandart of Indian Naval Academy (INA), Ezhimala, Kerala.

e He isthe first officer from the Submarine armtotakeover thereins as Commandant of Indian
Naval Academy.

e He isa specialist in Navigation and Direction and a Graduate of National Defence Academy,
Khadakvaslaand Defence Services Saff College, Wellington, Tamil Nadu.

e He attended the Higher Command Course at Army War College, Mhow and holds a Master
Degree in Defence and Strategic Studies from Australian Defence College, Canberra.

e Inhisillustrious career spanning 32 years, he commanded three frontline Submarines, INS
Sindhughosh, Sindhudhvaj and Sindhushastrg as well as Guided Missile Frigate INS Beas
and Qubmarine base INS Vajrabahu.

Reference:
http//pib.nicin/hewsite/PrintRelease.aspx ?relid=151816
http://ina.gov.in/?g=node/1405
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Question: Which ofthe following ountry will host FIFA U-17World Cup-2017?
(a) India (b) Ireland (c) Pakistan (d) Uzbekistan

Ans: (a)

Related facts:

Reference:

Kochi

A 23-member high-leveldelegation comprising experts from FIFAand
Local Organising Committee (LOC) ratified Kochi asthevenue for 2017 FIFA U-17
World Cup.

Kochi became the first Indian city to be officially declared as oneof the venues for
hostingthe 2017 FIFA U-17 World Cup.

This will be the first time India will host an international football competition.

FIFA U-17 World Cup will held from Septemberto October 2017.

On 27 September 2016 Local Organising Committee (LOC) of the FIFA U-17 Warld Cup
India 2017 unveiled the Official Emblem for what will be the country’s first international
football event.

It was designed as a celebration of the country’srichness and diversity ofcultures.

The logo includes elements ofthe Indian Ocean, the banyan tree, the kite and the
_s(tjarbgrst, which is an interpretation of the Ashoka Chakra, an integral part of the national
identity.

http/Aimesofindia.indiatimescom/sports/football/2017 -u-17 -world-cup/Kochi-gets-FIFA-nod-to-host-U-

17-World-Cuo/articleshow/549 35222 cmshttp:/fAimesofindia.indiatimes.com/gorts/football/2017-u-17-

world-cup/Kochi-gets-FIFAnod-to-host-U-17-World-Cup/arti

Cabiret approved setting up of 1M Jammu

Question: How many Indian Institutes of Management (1IMs) are there in the country at present?

a) 10
Ans: (d)

12 ¢ 15 d)19

Related facts:

Reference:

The Union Cabinet, chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi,

approved the setting up of an Indian Ingtitute of Management (11M) at Jammu

in a transit/temporary campus at Old Government College of Engineering&
Technology fromthe Academic Year 2016-17.

The propct will involve acost of Rs.61.90 crore for the initial four years from 2016 to
2020. The student strength intake will progressively go upto a cumulative student
srength of 120 inthe 4thyear.

Meanwhile, steps would also be taken up for settihg up campus at Jammu and an out-
campus in Kashmir region. The DetailedProject Report for the permanent campuses is
under preparation.

The Cabinet alsoapproved formaion of an IIM Jammu Society under the Societies
Registration Act,1860 which will administerthe Instituteand would be responsible for
establishment and operationalisation ofthe Institute.

openingof lIT at Jammu, modernization of NIT Sinagar and opening of two new AIIMS
institutions, one each in Kashmir region and Jammu region is a pat of Prime Minister’s
development padkage for Jammu & Kashmir.

Indian Institutesof Management are the country’spremier institutions providing best
quality education in management on globally benchmarked processes of education and
training in management education and allied areaof knowledge.

At present, there are nineteen [IMs. Out of these, thirteen IIMsare located at Ahmedabad,
Bengaluru, Kolkata, Lucknow, Indore, Kozhikode, Shillong, Ranchi, Raipur, Rohtak,
Kashipur, Trichy and Udaipur. Another six IIMswhich have beenstartedin 2015 are
located & Amritsar, Sirmaur, Nagour, Bodhgaya, Sambalpur and Vishakhapatnam.

http//pib.nicin/newsite/erelease.agpx
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Pranab Mukherjee inaugurated the Berhampore Military Station

Question: Recently President of Inda, Pranab Mukherjeeinaugurated the Berhampore Military
Station. This station islocated nearthe border of which of the following country?
(a) Bhutan (b) Myanmar (c) Bangladesh (d) Nepal [
Ans: (c)
Related fact:
e On 8 October 2016; President of India, Pranab Mukherjee inaugurated
the Berhampore Military Station at Berhampore, West Bengal.
e Berhampore Military Staion has great importance because it istheonly such station
between Siliguri and Kolkata which is very near to Bangladesh border.
e The foundation stone of the Berhampore Military Station was laid by Pranab Mukherjee
two vears back in February, 2014.
Reference:
http://presidentofindia.nic.in/oress-release-detail.htm 2530
http:/pib.nicin/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx ?relid=151545

Asia-Pacific’s first ‘carbon neutral’ airport

Question: Which ofthe following Airport has been announced as Asia-Pacific’s first “carbon
neutral” airport by the Airports Council Inte mational (ACI)?

(a) Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel Internatbnal Airport (b) Raja Sansi Intemational Airport "-'35(.' e
(c) Indira Gandhi International Airpot  (d) Rajiv Gandhi International Airport Iﬁ e
Ans: (c)

Related fact:

e On 27 September 2016 Indira Gandhi International Airport, New Delhi has been
announced as Asia-Pacific’s first “carbon neutral” airport by the Airports Council
Intemational (ACI).

e It was announcedduringthe Airport Carbon Accreditation certificate presentation
ceremony in Mortreal, Canada.

e It shouldbe notedthat Nice Cote d’ Azur Airport, Dallas Fort Worth International Airport
are North America’s first carbonneutral airports.

e The Airport Carbon Accreditation has upgraded Delhi Aiport to highest level of
certification a level 3+ neutrality available to airports across the world.

e Lessthan 26 airports in the world, most of them Europe, have earned carbon neutral
status.

e Accordingto Prabhakara Rao, chief executive officer of Delhi International Airport
Limited (DIAL) is focusing on energy conservation and exploring alternative solution for
generating greenenergy.

e The Delhi airport further aimsto increase its solarpower generation capacity to 20MW by
2020.

Reference:
http //www.aci.aero/News/Releases/Most-Recent/2016/09/27/170-airports-including-new-carbon-neutral-
airports-in-North-America-AsiaP acific-and-Europe
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First state to launch Direct Benefit Transfer in Kerosene
Question: Name the first state to launch Direct Benefit Transferin Kerosene.
(a) Bihar (b)Jharkhand (c) Andhra Pradesh (d) Odisha
Ans:(b)

Related facts:

e On 14 October, 2016; Jharkhand has become the first state in the countryto implement
Direct Benefit T ransfer (DBT) in Kerosene in four identified districts namely, Chatra,
Hazaribagh, Khuntiand Jantara.

e Under the DBT K Scheme, Public Distribution System(P DS) kerosene is being sold at
non-subsidised price, and, subsidy, as admissible, is beingtransferredto consumers
directly into their bank accounts.

e This initiative ofthe governments is aimed at rationalising subsidy, based on the gpproach
to cut subsidy leakages but not subsidy per se.

Reference:
http leib.nicin/newsite/PrintReIease.aspx?reIid=151396

beneflt transfer—ln kerosene]_’L6100400107 1. html

http/Aimesofindia.indiatimescom/bwsiness/india-business/Jharkhand-first-stae-to-implement-direct-
subsidy-transfer-for-kerosene/articlehhow/54661209.cms

America declared free of measles

Question: Which ofthe following region has been ceclared free of measles by WHO?
(a) Region ofthe Americas (b) Region of China (c) Region of Germany (d) Region of India
Ans:(a)
Related facts:
e On 27 September 2016 the Region of the Americas has been declared free
of measles by World Health Organisation (WHO).
e Region ofthe Americas is the first in the worldto have eliminated measles.
e The announcement came duringthe 55th Directing Council of thePan American Health
Organizaion/World Health Organization (P AHO/WHO).
e Measlesis the fifth vacche-preventable disease to be eliminated fromthe Americas, after
the regional eradication of smallpox in 1971, poliomyelitis in 1994, and rubella and
congenital rubella syndrome in 2015.
e Measlestransmission had been considered interrupted in the Region since 2002.
e Measles, a viral disease that can cause severe health problems, including pneumonia,
blindness, brain swellingand even death.
Reference:
http //www.paho.orgha/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=12528%3 Aregion-americas-
declared-free-measles& Itemid=1926&lang=en

https//mmwsmencedallv com/releases/ZO16/09/160928093510 htm
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Foundation Stone of the Ludhiana Mega Food Park
Question: Recently Union Minister Food Processing Industries Harsimrat Kaur Badal laid the
Foundation Stone of the Mega Food Park in which of the following state ?

(a) Kapurthala
(b) Fatehgath

(c) Ludhiana

(d) Gurudaspur
Ans:(c)
Related facts:
e On 26 September 2016 Union Minister Food Processing Industries Smt. Harsimrat Kaur
Badal laid the Foundation Stoneofthe Ludhiana Mega Food Park being promoted by
Punjab Agro.
e Mega FoodPark will be st up with the project cost of Rs. 117.61 crore in an areaof
100.20 acres.
e |t will give benefitto farmers and processors of Ludhiana, Fatehgarh Sahib, Rupnagar,
SB.S. Nagar, Jalandhar,Moga, Sangrur and Barnala district of Punjab.
e Inorderto give an impetus to the growth of the Food Processing Sctor in Punjab,
Ministry has approved three Mega Food Park in the State of Punjab.
e Out of these three Mega Food Park First Mega Food Park located at Fazilka has already
become operational.
e The foundation stone laying of a second Mega Food Park in the state promoted by M/s
Punjab Agro Industries Corporation Ltd. (P AIC) was done today by Smt. Harsimrat Kaur
Badal, Union Minister of Food Processing Industries at Ludhiana.
e A3rd Mega Food Park (M/s Sukhjit Mega Food Park) has been approved by the Ministry
in Kapurthala District of Punjab.
Reference:

http//pib.nicin/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx ?relid=151126
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AWARDS & HONORS

Yash Bharti Samman-2016-17

Question: Who among the following noted film pe rsonality has been selected for the prestigious
Yash Bharti Samman, for the year2016-17?
(a) Aamir Khan

(b) Salman Khan

(c) Nawazuddin Siddiqui

(d) Naseeruddin Shah

Ans: (d)

Related fact:

e On 25 October 2016 Uttar Pradesh government named 65 persons for the coveted ‘ Yash
Bharti’ awards given away annually bythe state, for the year 2016-17.

e Amongthose who have made itto the list are Ustad Gulfaam (Classical music), Soni
Chaurasiya (Kathak), Kashinath Yadav (Birha singing), Aaftab and Hashmi of the Sabri
brothers(Qawwali) and Keval Kumar (Singing and music direction).

e Others include Aslam Warsi (Sufi singing), Anupma Rag (Writingand filmdirection),
Suman Yadav (Sorts), Svaroop Kumari Bakshi (Literature) and Mohd Basheer Badra
(Education).

e Cricketer Bhuvneshwar Kumar, Begum Habibullah, ‘“Waterman’ Rajendra Singh and
Srvesh Asthana (Writer) have also made it to the list.

e Sibiha Anwar (Education & Literature), Yogesh Mishra (Journalism & Lierature),
Rajkrishna Mishra (L iterature), Manendra Kumar Mishra (Writer), Mahehwar T iwari
(Literature), Sarvesh Asthana (Literature), Oma Dapak (Literature) were some of
awardees from field of literature.

e Prof Rakesh Kapoor, Deepak Agarwal, Dr Ramraan Banerjee, Syed Muhammed Hassan
were awarded in the field of medicine.

e Theothe winners are Ashok Nigam (Jounalist), Arjun Bajpai (Mountaineer), Gargi
Yadav (Wrestling), Dr Ramakant Yadav (Medical University Saifai), Atma Prakah
Mishra (Doordarshan Lucknow) and Gaurdas Chaudhary (Doctor).

e Yash Bharti is acoveted award of Uttar Pradesh and is given to eminent people from
various walks oflife. It carries a citation,a shawl and a cash award of Rs 11 lakh.

e The award is conferred by the Uttar Pradesh Government for excellence in literature, fine
arts, folk and classical music and sports.

Reference:
http/timesdfindia.indiatimescom/city/luck now/Samaj wadi-Party-government -declares-its-last-list-of-
Yash-Bharati-awardees/articleshow/55019147.cms

http //www.business-standard.com/article/news-ians/% -eminent-persons-named-for-up-s-yash-bharti-
awards-116102300494 1.html
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Man Booker Prize-2016

Question: Who among the following has won the 2016 Man Booker Prize?
(a) Madeleine Thien

(b) Graeme Macrae Burnet AR Winner |
& o The Mar
' rertaer | Man
(c) Paul Beatty | Shcn.
Prize
(d) Deborah Levy Sl 2016 ‘
Ans:(c) x -\

Related facts:

Reference:

On 25 October 2016 Paul Beatty,an author fromthe United States of America won the
Man Booker Prize for hisnovel “The Sellout”.

He becomesthe first USauthor towin this prestigious literary award.

His name was amnounced at a ceremony in London’s Guildhall.

The Sellout is published by small independent publisher Oneworld, who had their first win
in 2015 with Marlon James’” A Brief History of Seven Killings.

The Sellout is a searing satire onrace relaions in contemporary America.

The book isnarraed by African-American ‘Bonbon’, a resident ofthe run-down town of
Dickensin Los Angeles county, which has been removed from themapto save California
from embarrassment.

His previous novels includes Slumberland (2008), T uff (2000) and T he White Boy Shuffle
(1996).

Man Booker Prize was first awarded in 1969, the Man Booker Prize is recognisedas the
leading award for high quality literary ficion written in English.

In addition to his£50,000 prize and trophy, Beatty also receives a designer bound edition
of his book and afurther £2,500 for being shortliged.

2016 Man Booker shortlist included the following six books:

1. The Sellout — Paul Bedty (US)

2. Hot Milk — Deborah Levy (UK)

3. Eileen— Ottessa Moshfegh (US)

4. His Bloody Poject — Graeme Macrae Burnet (UK)

5. All That Man Is — David Szalay (Canada-UK)

6. Do Not Say We Have Nothing— Madeleine Thien (Canada)

http/Ahemanbookerprize.com/mhews/sellout-wins-2016-man-booker-prize

http/Ahemanbookerprize.com/fiction
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Sakharov Prize-2016

Question: Who among the following has been awarded with 2016
Sakharov Prize?

(a) Kan Dundar

(b) Nadia Murad Basee and Lamiya Aji Bashar

(c) Mustafa Dzhemilev

(d) Raif Badawi

Ans. (b)

Related fact:

e On 27 October 2016 Sakharov Prize awarded by the European Parliament as a means to
honour individuals and groups of people who have dedicated their livesto the defense of
human rights and freedom of thought to Two Yazidi women, Nadia Murad Basee and
Lamiya Aji Bashar.

e The decision was taken by Parliament President Martin Schulz and the political group
leaders.

e Nadia Murad and Lamiya Aji Bashar were amongthousands of Yazidi girls and women
abducted by ISI Smilitants and forced into sexual slavery in 2014

e Thetwo young Iraqis who escaped sexual slavery by the Islamic Sate and became
advocates for women’s rights.

e Inthe 2014, they were enslaved when theIslamic State overran their homevillage, Kocho,
near thenorthern Iraqi city of Sinjar.

e Murad isalso a promoter for recognition of the Yazidi genocide.

e The Sakharov Prize, officially known asthe Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought and
named after Russian scientist and dissident Andrei Sakharnv.

e |t was established in December 1988 by the European Parliament as a meansto honour
individuals and groups of people who hawe dedicated their lives tothe defense of human
rights and freedom of thought

e Theprizeis accompanied by a monetary award of €50,000.

e The Sakharov award ceremony will be held in Strasbourgon 14 December.

e In2015,the prize was awarded to Raif Badawi.

Reference:

http //www.europarl.europa.eu/newsfen/news-room/20161024ST 048414 /nadia-murad-and-lamiya-aji-

bashar-winners-of-201L6-sakarov-prize

75
http://www.edristi.in/



Intemational Prize in Statistics-2016
Question: International Prize in Statistics was firstly awarded in which ofthe following year?
(a) 2010 (b) 2015 (c) 2016 (d) 2011
Ans. (c)
Related fact:

e On 20 October 2016 Noted Britis statistician Sir David Cox was
awarded inaugural recipient ofthe Internaional Prize in Statistics.

e The Intemational Prize in Statistics isthe highesthonor inits field

e It will be bestowed every other year to anindividual or team for major achievements using
statisticsto advance science, technology and human welfare.

e The award includes a monetary award of$75,000.

e He has been awarded for his 1972 paper in which he developed the proportional hazards
model that today bears his name.

e The Cox Model is widely used in the analysis of survival data and enables researchers to
more easily identify the risks of specific factors for mortality or other survival outcomes
among groups of patients with disparate characteristics.

Reference:
http//statprize.ora/pdfs/Press-Release-Internaional-Prize-Wimer pdf

29th Moortidevi Award 2015

Question: Who was honoured with the 29th Moortidevi Award 2015 for his nowel Ananta
Jeevanam? |
(a) Jayant Pamar (b) Dr.Vishwanath Tripathi
(c) Kolakaluri Enoch (d) Veer Sagar Jain
Ans:(c)
Related facts:
e On 29 September 2016 Telugu author, and eminent scholar Prof Kalakaluri Enoch was
conferred with the 29th Moortidevi Award of Bharatiya Jnanpith for the year 2015.
e He has been awarded for hisnovel Ananta Jeevanam.
e He was honoured by the Government of India, in2014, by bestowing on him the Padma
Shri, the fourth highest civilian award, for his cortributions to thefield of literature.
e The Mooartidevi Award carries a shawl, Saraswati Statue, Citationand a cheque offour
lakh rupees.
e The 28th Moortidevi Award for 2014 has been awarded for ‘Vyomkesh Darvesh’ written
by noted Hindi writer Vishwanath Tripathi.
Reference:
http /timesdfindia.indiatimescom/india/T elugu-author-Kolakaluri-Enoch-bacgs-Moortidevi-
Award/articleshow/54594317.cms
http //www.sakshipost.com/news/2016/09/30/prof-kalakaluri-enoch-bags-moorti-devi-award-for-
anantajivanam
http://english.newsmirchi.in/telugu-author-kolakaluri-enoch-bags-moortidevi-award/
http //www.avkf.org/BookL ink/display author books.php?author id=29
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OPERATIONS & CAMPAIGN

Mitra Shakti 2016
Question: The fourth edition of the India-Sri Lanka JointMilitary Exercise ‘MITRA SHAKTI
2016’ is being conducted at- P T
(a) Pune (b) Malabar  (c) Visakhapatnam  (d) Ambepussa

Ans:(d)
Related facts:
e The fourth edition of the India-Sri Lanka Joint Military Exercise ‘MITRASHAKTI 2016’
is being conducted at Sinha Regimental Centre in Ambepussa, Sri Lanka.
e It will held from 24 October to 06 November 2016.
e The Indian Contingent isrepresented by aplatoon from the RAJPUT ANA RIFLES
Regiment and the Sri Lankan Army will ke represented by a platoon fromthe Sinha
Regiment.
e Themainfocus of this edition ofthe joint exercise isto erhance inter-operability while
carryingout Counter Insurgency (Cl)/Counter Terrorism (CT) operations under the United
Nations Mandate.
e The previous exercise with the Sri Lankan Army was successfully conducted in the month
of September 2015 at Pune in India.
e “Mitra Shakti” series of hilateralexercises is one of the major bilaeral defence
cooperation initigdives beween India and Sri Lanka since2013.
Reference:
http://pib.nicin/ewsite/PrintRelease.aspx ?relid=151954

Second Joint tactical Exercise between Indian and Chinese Army

Question: Recently India and China hawe mnducted second joint military exercie “Sino India
Cooperation 2016” on-

(a) 16 October 2016 (b) 17 October 2016 (¢ 18 October 2016  (d) 19 October 2016
Ans:(d)

Related fact:

e On 19 October 2016 India and China have conducted second joint military exercise “Sino
India Cooperation 2016” in Ladakh region alongthe Lineof Actual Control (LAC) in
Jammu and Kashmir.

e The joint exercise ispart ofthe ongoing initiativeto enhance interaction and cooperation
between India and Chinaunder the provisions of Border Defense Cooperaion Agreement
(BDCA) 2013.

e The exercise was held at Chushul Garrison of Eagern Ladakh, along with Chinesetroops
of Moldo Garrison.

e The daylong joint exercise was based on Humantarian Aid and Disaster Relief (HADR).

e Afictitious situation of earthquake striking an Indian Border village was painted and the
joint teams carried out rescue operations, evacuation and rendering of medical assistance.

e The Indian team was led by Brigadier R.S Raman andthe Chinese were led by Sr. Col.
Fan Jun.

e The exercise compliments Hand in Hand series of India-China joint military exercises that
aims to enhancecooperation andmaintain peace and tranquility along border areas of both
countries.

Reference:
http:/pib.nicin/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx ?relid=151789
https.//sputniknews.com/asia/2016 102010465263 72-india-china-earthquake-drills/
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Foreign visit of INS Sumitra

Question: Recentlythe Indian Navy’s Offshore Patrol Vessel Sumitra wason foreign visit to which
of the following country?
(a) China  (b) Myanmar (c) Malaysia  (d) Indonesia
Ans: (d)
Related facts:
e The Indian Navy’'s Offshore Patrol Vessel Sumitra was onatwo day visit from 10-12 Oct
2016 of Surabaya, Indonesia.
e Thevisit is aimed at strengthening bilateralties and enhancing maritime security
cooperation between thetwo countries.
e India and Indonesia have extensive historic, cultural and maritime linkages.
e Sumitra,isthe fourth of the Saryuclass ships, based on an indigenous design and
constructed by M/s Goa Shipyard Ltd, India.
e Snce commissioning in 2014, the ship has been deployed for multiple operationaltasks,
the most notable being “Operation Rahat’, which entailedthe evacuation of persomel of
various nationalties from war-torn Yemen in 2015.
e The shiphas a range of 6,500 nautical miles and is capable of embarking one Dhruv/
Chetak helicopter.
Reference:
http://indiannavy.nic.in/content/ins-sumitra-visits-surabaya-indonesia
http:/pib.nicin/newsite/printrelease.aspx ?relid=151568

Lalima Abhiyan

e

Question: Recently Madhya Pradesh state government has decided to launch ‘Lalima Abhiyan’ to
make the state free from which of the following dissase?
(a) Malaria (b) Anemia (c) Leprosy (d) Cholera

Ans: (b) _
Related fact: I mA

e On 9 October 2016 Minister for Women and Child Devebpment MadhyaP radesh,
Archana Chitnisannounced that “Lalima” Abhiyan will be launched in thestateto make
children, girls and women free ofanemiaproblem from November 1.

e Free ironfolic acid tablets will be provided in aaganbadis, academic ingitutions and
hospitals during the campaign.

e Inthis subject, Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan has urged the Union Minister for
Health Jagat Prasad Nadda through letterto distribute ferrous escorbate tablets in place of
ferrous sulphatetablets.

e Lalima Abhiyan will be conducted on Mission-Mode in the state.

e Beside women and child development, cooperation of public health engineering, ayush
and school education department will be taken.

e Natural, Modermn and traditional measures will be publicized to keep anemia away in the
campaign.

e Anemiais acommon health problem in women, teenage girls and children.

e If pregnant woman suffers from anemia, the newborn will be of low weight and weak.

e This anemia is a basic problem of malnutrition.

e As per the figures of National Family Health Survey-4,525 percent teenage girls and
women inthe ace aroup of 15 to 49 yearsand 25.5 percent men are suffering from
anemia.

Reference:
http /iwww.mpinfo.ora/News/'TodaysNews.apx?newsid=20161009N1L 7& L oclD=1&PDt=10/9/2016
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INS Sumitra on visit to Indonesia

Question: ‘Operation Rahat’is associated with ...?
a) Evacuation of personnel of various nationalities from war-torn Yemen in 2015
b) Relief operation to Nepal Earthquake victims

¢) Evacuation of Indian citizen from Libya

d) None ofthe above
Ans: (a)
Related fact

e The Indian Navy’s Offshore Patrol Vessel Sumitra, has arrived at Surabaya, Indonesia on
atwo day visit from 10-12 October, 16 as part of its deployment to the South Wegern
Pacific Ocean.

e During the visit various activities like meeting and interadion with dignitaries of the
Indonesian government and Navy, onboard visits by localpopulace and professional
interaction between personnel of both navies are planned.

e On departure, theship would also undertake a Passage Exercise (PASSEX) with the
Indonesian Naval ships.

e Thevisit is aimed at strengthening bilateralties and enhancing maritime security
cooperation between thetwo countries and part of country’s “Act East’ policy.

e Regular maritime interaction through training exchanges, port calls, PASSE Xs, biannual
CoordinaedPatmls (CORPAT s) and the recently initiated annual bilateral maritime
exercisehave reinforcedthe historic martime relaionship between the two countries.

e Itisto benotedthat Sumitra, isthe fourth of the Saryu class ships, based on an indigenous
design.

e dnce commissioning in 2014, the ship has been deployed for multiple operationaltasks
the most notable being ‘Operation Rahat’, which entailedthe evacuation of persomel of
various nationalties from war-torn Yemen in 2015.

Reference:

http//pib.nicin/newsite/erelease.agpx

http //scigazette.com/2016/10/ins-sumitra-visits-surabaya-indonesia-10-12-oct-16/
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COMMISSION & COMMITTEE

Center Constitutes Committee for monitoring Bird Flu
Question: Who is the head of the Committee constituted by Centre for monitoring Bird Hu?
(a) Scretary, Environment, Ministry of Foreds and Climate Change
(b) Joint Commissioner, Department of Animal Husbandry, Dairy and
Fisheries (DADF)

(c) Scretary, Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare
(d) Scretary, Ministry of Chemicalsand Fertilizers
Ans: (b)
Related fact:
e On 26 October 2016 Center has constituted a Committee to maintain constant vigil onthe
situation arising out of avian influenza (HoN8).
e It will be headed by Joint Commissioner, Department of Animal Husbandry, Dairy and
Fisheries (DADF)
e The Committee will have representativesfrom Ministry of Health, Ministry of
Environment, Forests and Climate Change and Department of Agriculture Research and
Extension (DARE) and representative ofthe Delhi Government.
e Besides, monitoringthe situation, the Committee will assist the State Government in
taking stepsto containthe spread of Avian Influenza.
Reference:
http//pib.nicin/mnewsite/PrintRelease.aspx ?relid=151980

Justice Reddy committee

Question: Recently committee heaced by Justice Reddy has submitted its report to the Defense
Minister Manohar Parrikar, the Central Government hadappointed the mmmittee for which of
the following pu rpose?
(a) Welfare of ex-sevicemen
(b) One Rank One Pension (OROP)
(c) Environmental protection
(d) Child Pratection Rights
Ans. (b)
Related fact:
e On 26 October 2016 one-man judicial committee on One Rank One Pension (ORCP)
submitted its reportto the Defense Minister, Manohar Parrikar.
e It may be recalled that the Central Government had appointed the committee under the
Chairmanship of Justice L Narasimha Reddy, retred Chief Justiceof Patna High Court .
e The judicial committee had held hearingsat around 20 citiesftowns acrossthe country and
interacted with cross sections of Ex-Servicemen as well as their associations.
Reference:
http//pib.nicin/hewsite/PrintRelease.aspx ?relid=152003
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Report of the Committee formed to study the existence of river
‘Saraswatr’

Question: Who headed the Committee formed tofind the existence of the river
‘Saraswati’?

(a) Prof. Madhav Chitale (b) Prof. K.S Valdiya

(c)Prof. AK Valdiya (d) Prof. Deepak Bhadoria .
Ans: (b) .
Reference: hp ;,,.M

e On 15 October 2016 Union Minister of Water Resources, River Development and Ganga
Rejuvenation Sushri Uma Bharati released a Report onPalaeo Channelof North West
India(ln particular the existenceof river Saraswati): Review & Assessment by Expert
Committee.

e The seven-member committee, headed by Professor K.S. Valdiya of the Jawaharlal Nehru
Centre for Advanced Sientific Research (JNCASR).

e Accordingto asenior Central Ground Water Board (CGWB), Saraswati passed through
Pakistan before meeting Western Sea through Rann of Kutch and was approximately
4,000 km in length.

e One-third ofthe river gretch fell in present-day Pakistan. The bnger, two-third stretch
measuring nearly 3000 km in length fell in India.

e This river wasonce upon atime the lifeline of North-Western ¢ates of India and a vibrant
series of civilizations from Mahabharata periodto Harappa had flourished onthe banks of
thisriver.

e In its report, the seven-membercommittee has stated that the river had two branches:
western and eastern.

e The Himalayan-born Stluj “ofthe PAST ”, which flowed through the channelsof present-
day Ghaggar-Patialiwali rivulets, represents the westemn branch of the ancient river.

e Whereas, Markanda and Sarsuti (corruption of Saraswati) represented the western branch
of Saraswati, known asTons Yamuna.

e Duringits six-month research period, the committee studied piles of sediments, their
shapes and features which appearedto have been brought by a “big rive” and are
reminiscent toones found in present-day Ghaggar, Ganga and Yamuna.

Reference:
http://pib.nic.inhewsite/Print Release.aspx 2relid=151687

Judicial probe into Varanasi stampede

Question: Recently the chief minister of Uttar Pradesh has constituteda one-man inquiry
commission to probe into the Varanasi stampede, the commission isheaded by-
(a) Justice GiridharMalviya  (b) Justice RajmaniChauhan
(c) Justice R.S Sahai (d) Justice Manoj Mishra
Ans: (b)
Related facts:
e On 17 October 2016 Wtar Pradesh Chief Minister Akhilesh Yadav has constitited a one-
man inquiry commission to probe into the Varanasi ssampede.
e The commission will ke headed by retired Judge of Allahabad High Court, Justice
Rajmani Chauhan.
e The report will be submitted within two months.
e On 15 October 2016 asmany as 25 people, mostly women, were killed inthe stampedeon
the overcrowded Rajghat Ganga bridge in Varanasi .
Refe rence:
http://www.uniindia.com/news/states/up-govt-sets-up-judicial-commission+to-probe-into-ident ity -of -
gumnami-baba/536024.html

|
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Interactive Voice Response Systemof NMDFC Launched

Question: Recentlyan MoU was signed between Ministry of Minority Affairsand NMDFC for the
year2016-17. NMDFC has been assigned the targets to disburse how mud amount?

(a) Rs. 450 crores  (b) Rs. 455 crores (c¢) Rs. 467 crores (d) Rs. 470 crores
Ans (c)

Related facts:

e On 27 September 2016 Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi, the Union Minister of
Sate for Minority Affairs (Independent Charge) &Parliamentary
Affairs enphasized to give prioriyto “development agenda” regarding progress of poor,
weaker sctionsand minorities to defeat any formof negaive agenda.

e He launched Interactive Voice Response System of National Minorities Development &
Finance Corporaion (NMDFC) and inauguration of annual conference of its State
Channelising Agencies.

e An MoU was also signed between Ministry of Mnority Affairs and NMDFC for the year
2016-17.

e NMDFC has been assignedthe targetsto disburse Rs. 467 crores during 2016-17to its
Sate Channelizing Agencies (SCAs) for onward lending at concessional ratesto the
eligible poor members ofthe Minority Community.

e Ontheoccasion,atoll-free number to provide information regarding programmes and
schemes of NMDFC was launched by Shri Nagvi.

e He also released first Urdu edition of NMDFC’s magazine “Parwaz”.

Reference:
http//pib.nicin/hewsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=151155

High Level Technical Team Constituted for Cauvery Basin

Question: Who will be the chairman of technical team constitutedby Ministry ofWater Resourcs,
River Dewlopmentand Ganga Rejuvenation to visit the Cauwery basin area to assess the ground
realities in the basin? -
(a) RK Gupta (b) S. Masood Husain  (c) G.S Jha (d)yMadhav Chitale
Ans:(c)
Related fact: :
e On 5 October 2016 Ministry of Water Resources, River Development and Ganga
Rejuvenation hasconstituted a high leveltechnicalteam to visit the Cauvey basin area to
assess the ground realities in the basin.
e G SJha, Chairman, Central Water Commission (CWC) will be the Chairman of this team.
e Theothea member of theteam are S Masood Husain, Member (WP &P), CWC, RK Gupta,
Chief Engineer, Krishna and Godavari Basin Organization, CWC, Hyderabad, Chief
Scretaryor hisrepresentative fromthe Satesof Tamil Nadu and Karnatéka and One
Chief Engineer each fromthe Staesof Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Kerala and UT of

Puducherry.
e The expat team has been constituted in pursuance to the Supreme Court order of October
04, 2016.
Reference:

http://pib.nicin/hnewsite/PrintRelease.aspx ?relid=151448
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PLANNING & PROJECT
Kaushalya Setu

Question: Which ofthe following state government has launched ‘Kaushalya Setu’, its skill
dewvelopment programme for students?

a) Government of Uttar Pradesh b) Government Maharashtra
c) Government of Madhya Pradesh ~ d) Government of Rajasthan
Ans: (b)

Related facts:
e On 19 October 2016; Maarashtra government has launched ‘Kauwhalya Stu’, its skill
development programme for students.
e Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis, Union Minister of State Skill Development and
Entrepreneurship (Independent Charae) Rajiv Praap Rudy and stae Education Minister
Vinod Tawde has launched the scheme.
e Under the Kaushalya Setu initiative, sudents of Maharashtra State Board of Secondary &
Higher Scondary Education, who fail to clear Class X or SSC exam, would be
accommodated inthe skill development curses, o thatthey do not lose ayear.
e No student (of Class X) will be termed failed in the exam, but will be provided training as
per his skills uncer this initiative.
e Under thisprogramme, no student will sit at home after matriculation and will receive
Kill-oriented training.
e Theproaammewill give a big boost to Modi’s dream of skill development as about
24,000 gudentswill be provided training under ‘Kaushalya Setu’ initially.
Refernce:
http /iwww.business-standard.com/atticle/pti-stories/mah-gowt-launches-kaushalya-setu-skill-
development-programme-116101901231 1.html

Krishi Vigyan Kendra

Question: The first Krishi Vigyan Kendra (KVK) on a pilot basis was establishedin 1974 at .... .
a) Puducherry c) Dharwad c) Agra d) None of the above.

Ans: (a)

Related facts:

e On 20thOctober, 2016 The Central Government announced opening of at :
least oneKrishi Vigyan Kendra in all districts ofthe country besides opening Apiay
Development Centers inten states.

e Krishi Vigyan Kendra was envisioned as innovative institutions for imparting vocaional
trainingtothe practicing farmers, school dropouts and field level extension functionaries.

e This will provide advanced Aariculture technical assistanceto the farmers near their farms
itself.

e The first K\VK, on a pilot basis, was established in 1974 & Puducherry under the
administrative control ofthe Tamil Nadu Agricultural University, Coimbatore.

e Krishi Vigyan Kendra is deemedto play a vital role becawse of itsfollowing unique
features:
 Creation of valuable reources in termsof technical manpower and assets
» Confirmation of technologies to suit local specificity
» Showcasing thefrontiertechnobgies
 Capacity building among stakeholders
 Front runner intechnological application, information and inputs
 Participatory approaches in plaming, implementing, executing and evaluation

Reference:
http://agricoop.nic.in/
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Okha-Kamalus and Porbandar-Wansjaliya Sectiorns inaugurated

Question: Recently Minister of Railways Suresh Prabhakar Prabhu inauguratedthe Okha-Kanalus
andPorbandar-W ansjaliya Sections in Gujarat as Green Corridor Sections (Free from human
waste discharge from trains), the section belongs to which of the following Railway Zone?

(a) North Western Railway ~ (b) Western Railway

(c) Eagtern Railway (d) South Wedem Railway
Ans: (b)

Related facts: :

e On 19 October 2016; Minister of Railways Suresh Prabhaar Prabhu inaugurated Okha-
Kanalus (141 Kms) and Porbandar-Wansjaliya (34 Kms) sections of Gujarat in Western
Railway as the Green Train Corridors.

e Forthis, 29 trains consisting of nearly 700 coaches have keen provided with bio toilets.

e ltisa futher move to accelerate green initiatives as also to implement Prime Minister’s
Swacchh Bharat Abhiyan.

e It shouldbe notedthat Ministry of Railways havetaken up a mammoth task of providing
human discharge free bio-toilets in all its coachesand thesame would be completed by
2021-22

e Ministry of Railways hasalready provided around48,000 bio-toilets in about 14,000
passenger coaches.

e Before this Rameswaram-Manamadurai (114 Kms) section of Tamil Nadu in Southern
Railway was indentified to make it a Human Waste Discharge Free Train Corridor (free
from human waste discharge fromtrains).

e Accordingly, 10 passengertrainsconsisting of 286 coaches moving overthis section have
keen provided with bio-toilets.

e Subsequently, Jamnmu-Katra (78 Kms) section of Northern Railway would also be taken
w for making it free from human waste discharge fromtrainsandthetarget for
completion is by March 2017.

Reference:
http:/pib.nicin/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx ?relid=151790

Sustainable Tourism Criteria for India

Question: Which ofthe following isnot a UNESCO worldheritage site ?
a) Sin Temple, Konark  b) Nalanda c¢) Takshashila d) Bodh Gaya
Ans (c)

Related Facts:

e Implementation ofthe Swtainable Tourism Criteria for India (ST Cl) was launched on
19th October, 2016 by Shri Vinod Zutshi, Secretary Ministry of Tourism in association
with Ecatourism Society of India(ESOI).

e ST CI were defined and launched on 26th August 2014 by the thenT ourism Minister in
Hyderabad after elaborate discussion with all stakeholders.

e India is one of the few countries in the worldto have a criteria of its own.

e These criterionsare specificto India and cater to the specific environment that India’s
tourism industry operates in.

e The Sustainable Tourism Criteriafor India (ST CI) has been developed for
accommodation, tour operators, keaches, backwaters and lakes sectors ofthe tourism
industry.

e The STCI followthe guicelines st by the Global Sustainable Tourism Crieria (GST C)
that has been evolved under the guidance of the United Nations’ agencies like UNEP and
UNWT O.
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Three Hydro Projects dedicated to the Nation

Question: Recently Prime Minister Narendra Mod dedicated three hydro-electric projects to the
nation in ...
a) Himachal P radesh.
b) Haryana
¢) Chandigarh
d) None of the above.
Ans:(a)
Related facts:
e On 18thOctober, 2016 Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi dedicated three flagship
hydro-electric power projectsto the Nation in Mandi, Himachal Pradesh.
e Detailsof the three power projects are asfollows— Koldam hydro-electric project (HEP)
(4x200 MW) of NTPC, Parbati Sage-Illproject (4x130 MW) of NHPC and Rampur
Hydro Electric projects (6x68.67 MW) of SIVN.
e NTPC- Koldam has capacity of 800 MW and provides peaking capacity tothe Nathern
orid.
e Atotal 13.62 percent of electricity generaed fromthe plant is supplied free of costto
Himachal Pradesh.
e Parbati lll plant is designed to generate 1963.29 Million Units annually.
e Thepower genemted fromthe Parbati-111 Power Sation isdistributedto beneficiary states
i.e. Himachal Pradesh, Jammu & Kashmir, Punjab, Uttarakhand, Utar Pradesh, Haryana,
Delhi, Rajasthan and Union Terrtory of Chandigarh
e ThisPower Station is supplies 13% free power to home state i.e. 12% as home state share

and 1% for Local Area Development fund

e SIVN’s Rampur Project (412MW) in Kullu district will be operated in tandem with
Nathpa hakri Hydro Power Station (HPS). This project will provide 13 percent free
power tothe state of Himachal Pradesh

e |t is notable that Bharat Heavy ElectricalsLimited (BHEL) has provided generating
equipment for operation of thesethree projects.

e BHEL has avast experience in hydro-electric projects and has cortracted more than 500
hydro generating sets with a cumulative capacity of morethan 29,000 MW of varbus
ratings in India and abroad.

e BHEL’shydro installations are in operation in India and acrossthe world in Azerhaijan,
Bhutan, Malaysia, Nepal, Taiwan, T ajikigan, Rwanda and Vietnam.

Reference:

http//pib.nicin/hewsite/erelease.aspx
http//indianexpress.com/article/india/india-news-india/himachal-pradesh-pm-arendra-modi-dedicates
three-hydroprojects-to-nation-3089299/
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Mining Surweillance System (MSS) launched

Question: Who is the Union Minister of State (IC)for Power, Coal, New & Renewable Energy and

Mines?

(a) M. Venkaiah Naidu (b) Nitin Jairam Gadkari
(c) Kalraj Mishra (d)Piyush Goyal

Ans: (d)

Related facts:

Reference:

On 15 Cctober 2016 Union Miniger of State (I1C) for Power, Coal, New & Renewable
Energy and Mines, Piyush Goyallaunchedthe Mining Surveillance System (MSS) in
New Delhi .

MSS is a satellite-based monitoring system which aimstoestablish a regime of responsive
mineral administration, through public participation, by curbing instancesof illegal
mining activity through automatic remote sensingdetection technology.

Ministry of Mines, through Indian Bureau of Mines (IBM), has developedthe MSS in
coordination with Bhaskaracharya Institute for Space Applications and Geo-informatics
(BISAG), Gandhinagar and Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology
(MEITY), to use space technology for curbing illegal mining activity inthe country.

It has been developed under the Digital India Programme.

MSS is one ofthe first such surveillance systems developed in the world wsing space
technology.

The current system of monitoring of illegal mining activity is based on local complaints
and unconfirmed information.

There isno robust mechanismtomonitorthe action taken on such complaints.

A user-friendly mobile app has been creaed which can be used by these officials to
submit compliance reports oftheir inspedions.

The mohile app also aimsto establish a participative montoring syssem wherethecitizens
also canuse thisapp andreport unusual mining activity.

Automatic software leveraging image processingtechnology will generate automaic
triggers of unauthorized activities.

These trigogers will be studied at a Remote Sensing Control Centre of IBM andthen
transmitted to the district level mining officials for field verification.

A check for illeqality in operation in conducted and reported back using a mobile app.
The advantages of remote sensingtechnology based monitoring system are:

1. Transparent (Public will be provided an access to the system);

2. Bias-free and Independent (T he system has no human interference);

3. Deterrence Effect (‘Eyes watching fromthe sky’);

4. Quicker Response and Action (The mining areas will be monitored regularly. Sensitive
areas will be monitored more frequently);

5. Effective Follow-up (action taken ontriggers will be followed-up at various levels like
DMG, State Mining Secretary, State Office and Headquarters Office of IBM and Ministry
of Mines, Gol).

There are in total 3843 mining leases of major mierals in India.

Out of which, there are 1710 working mines and 2133 non-working mines. Most of the
working mines have beendigitized.

Efforts for completing the digitization of non-working mines are being made through the
Sate Governments, which would be completed in 3 months’ time.

http//pib.nicin/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx ?relid=151684
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New link between Sahibganj bypass in Jharkhand to Manihari bypass in
Bihar

Question: Vikramshila Setu at Bhagalpuris situated over .... river.
a) Ganga b) Yamuna 0 Hubli d) None of the above
Ans:(a)

Related facts:

e On 13thOctober, 2016 The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, chaired by the
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi approvedtheconstruction ofnew link between
Shibganj bypassin Jharkhand to Manihai bypass in Bihar including four lane bridge on
river Ganga.

e The costis estimatedto be Rs.1954.77 crore including cost of land acquisition,
resettlement and rehabilitation.

e Thetotal length ofthe road would be approximately 22 kms. Thiswork will be done
wunder the National Highways (Others) on Hybrid Annuity Mode.

e Theprogct will help in improving the infrastructure in Bihar and Jharkhand and also in
reducingthetime and cost of travel.

e It wouldalso raise employment potentialfor local labourers for project activities. I has
keen estimated that atotal number of 4,076 mandays are required for construction of one
kilometer of highway.

e Assuch, employment potential of 89,000 (approx.) mandays will be generated locally
during the construction period.

e Thenewproject highway is formation ofthe missing link at NH-131Ato NH-133B
connecting Sahibganj in Jharkhand and Manihari in Bihar. Presently,the vehiculartraffic
wes Vikramshila Setu at Bhagalpur on Farakka barrage (Ganga River) which increases
distanceto North Bihar.

Reference:
http:/pib.nicin/newsite/erelease.aspx

e-NAM Mobile App

Question: Recently Union Ministerof Agriculture & Farmers Welfare, Radha Mdhan Singh
launched e-NAM Mobile Appin New Delhi, this scheme was started on-
(a) 25 September 2015 (b) 28 February 2016 (c) 14 April 2016 (d) 15 August 2016
AnNs () LR
Related facts: o ’
e On 6 October 2016 Union Minigter of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare, Shri Radha Mohan
Snagh launched e-NAM Mobile App in New Delhi.
He also announced successful completion of e-NAM first phase.
E-National Agriculture Market (e NAM)is a pan-India electronictradingportal which
networksthe existing APMC mandisto create a unified national market for agricultural
commodities.
e E-Nam was launchedon 14 April 2016; inthe intial stage 21 mandis in 8 states have been
linkedtoe-NAM.
e In which Government hasthe targeted for conneding 200 markets (mandis) by 30
Sptember 2016.
e Nowe-NAM plaform isconnected to 250 markes across 10 States as of now (Andhra
Pradesh (12), Chhattisgarh (05), Gujarat @40), Haryana (36), Himachal Pradesh (07),
Jharkhand (08), MadhyaPradesh (20), Rajasthan (11), T elangana(44), and Uttar Pradesh
67).
e Atotal number of 585 markets aretargetedto be ntegrated in first phase with e-NAM by
March 2018, out of which 400 markets will be integrated by March 2017.
e e-NAM will significantly contribute towards enhancinathe farmer’s income by providing the
provision of online payment of the sale proceeds to the farmers.
Reference:
PR orelicd=
http//www.enam.gov.in/NAM/home/about_nam.html
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Indian Bridge Management System launched

Question: Recently Minister of Road Transport & Highways and Shipping Shri Nitin Gadkari
formally launched the Indian Bridge Manage ment System (IBMS) in-
(a) Nagpur

(b) Mumbai

(c) Jaipur

(d) New Delhi

Ans:(d)

Related facts:

e On 40ctober 2016 Ministerof RoadT ransport & Highways and
Shipping Shri Nitin Gadkari formally launched the Indian Bridge Management System
(IBMS) in New Delhi.

e |IBMSis being developed to create aninventory of all bridges in the country and rate their
structural condition © thattimely repair and rehabilitation work can be carried out based on
the criticality of the structure

e IBMS s the largest platform in the world owned by a single owner, with database that could
exceed 1,50,000 bridge structures.

e So far 1,15,000 bridges have been inventorised, of which 85,000 are culverts and the rest are
bridges.

Reference:
http//pib.nicin/hewsite/PrintRelease.aspx ?relid=151406

Web portal for BPO promotion scheme launched

Question: Recentlyin order to create employmentopportunities and promotion of BPO operations
across the country o secure balanced regional growth of IT/ITES industry in Inda, IT ministry
has launched India business process outsourcing promotion scheme (IBPS) with an outlay of how
much amount?
(a) Rs 500 Crore
(b) Rs 493 Crore
(c) Rs 300 crore
(d) Rs 250 crore
Ans: (b)
Related facts:

e On 3September 2016 IT minister Ravi Shankar Prasad has launched Dedicated Web Portal
for the India business processoutsourcing promotion scheme (IBPS).

e |BPSaims to create enployment opportunities and promotion of BPO operations acrossthe
countryto secure balanced regional growth of IT/ITES industry in India.

e It was launched under the Digital India programme ofthe government, the 1BPS, with an
outlay of Rs493 crore.

e Theschemeprovides capital support along with special incentives upto Rs 1 lakh/seat, andthe
initial plan isto support about 48,300 seats across States and unionterritories based on
population percentage as per Census 2011.

e More than 50 companies will set up BPO/ITES operations in 60 Locationsacrss 18 Sates &
2 UT.

Reference:
http//meity.qov.in/ibps
http //ib.nicin ite/PrintRel orelid=151377

88
http://www.edristi.in/



Question: What is BMS?

a) Indian Bridge Management System
b) Indian Border Management System
¢) Indian Bank Management System
d) None ofthe above.

Shri Gadkari Launched Indian Bridge Management System

Ans:(a)
Related facts:

On 4th October, 2016 Minister of Road T ransport & Highways and Shipping Shri Nitin
Gadkari formally launched the Indian Bridge Management System (IBMS) in New Delhi.
IBMS is being developed to create aninventory of all bridges in the country and rate their
structural condition ® thattimely repair and rehabilitation work can ke done.

IBMS is the largest platform in the world owned by a single owner, with database that could
exceed 1, 50,000 bridge structures.

So far, 1, 15000 bridges have been inventorized, out of which 85,000 are culverts and the rest
are bridges.

During inventory creation each bridge is assigned a unique identification number or National
Identity Number based onthestate, RT O zone and whether it is situated on a National
Highway, State Highway or is a district road.

Thenthe precise locaion of the bridge in terms of latiude-longitude is collected through GP S
and based onthis, the bridge is assigned a Bridge Location Number.

Aftea collecting information like the design, materials, type of bridge, its age, loading, traffic
lane, length, width ofcarriage way etc a structural rating of the structure on ascale of 0to 9 is
done and each bridge is assigned a Structural Rating Number.

In addition tothe structural raing, the bridges are also being assigned Socio-Economic Bridge
Rating Number which will decide the importance of the structure in relation to its contribution
to daily socio-economic activity of the area in its vicinity.

Based on this inventory IBMS will analyse data and identify bridges that needcritical
attention, or which needsto be rebuilt or repairedto improve the operaional availability of the
strudure.

Thiswill help improving the condition of bridges as poor bridges hamper efficient transport
and has also led to accidentsand loss of liveson several occasions.

Reference:

http//pib.nicin/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=151406
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West Bengal -Monorail Project

Question: RecentlyWest Bengal Chief Ministe r Mamata Bane rjee has announcedthat the state
govtis in the process of signing an MoU for the monorail service with which of the following
company?
(a) Burn Standard Company Limited
(b) Larsen & Toubro
(c) Central Japan Railway Company
(d) Shikoku Railway Company
Ans:(a)
Related facts: a
e On 28 September 2016 West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee has announced that the
state govt isin the process ofsigninga MoU for the monorailservicewith Burn Standard
Company Limited (BSCL).
e It will cost around Rs4,216 crore.
e Thel4-kilometre-long monorail route has been finalised between Budge in South 24-Parganas
and Ruby crossing onthe eastern metropolitan bypass in south Kolkata.
e Thenew service will also connect commutersto the proposed metro rail network between
New Garia to Kolkata airport.
e BSCL is headquartered in Bengal; BSCL was formedwith themergerof Burn & Company
founded in 1781 and Indian Sandard Wagon founded in 1918.
e It was nationalised in1975.
Reference:
http]/indiatodav intoday. in/storv/kolkata—monorail—service-mumbai—\/\est bencal-cm-mamata-banerjee-

httpj/tlmesoflndla|nd|a1|mescom/Ctv/KoIkata/quht aI-end of-tunnel for- Kolkatas monorail-
project/articleshow/54575036.cms
http//www.dailypioneer.com/nation/monorail-project-in-kolkata-soon.html

Progress panchayat

Question: Recently Union ministerof state for minority affairs Mukhtar Abbas Nagvi has launched
nationwide social welfare outreach programme ‘progress panchavat’ from which of the following
plae? il |

[ -

(a) Karnal
(b) Bhiwani
(c) Mewat
(d) Jind
Ans: (c)
Related fact:
e On 2 September 2016 Union minister of state for minority affairs Mukhtar Abbas Naqgvi
launched nationwide social welfare outreach programme ‘progress panchayat’ from village
Bichor in Mewat.
e Theprogramme will be organised in 100 places acrossthe country inthe coming dayswhere
union ministers will interact with peaple abou the several schemes.
e Progess Panchayat was launchedto reach out to the minority community and publicis the
various welfare measures taken by the NDA government for their betterment.
Reference:
http //www.hindustantimes.com/qurgaon/naavi-invokes-pakistan-at-progress-panchaya-launch-in-
mewat/story-MdFpMOL6cGCOMRWL 1D0Byl.html
http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-news-india/minoriy-affairs-minister-mukhtar-abbas-naqvi-
holds-interadive-session-with-muslim-community-in-haryana 3056 768/
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Mega Call Centre

Question: Recently Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Akhilesh Yadavinaugurated Mega Call Centre in
whid of the following city?
(a) Kannauj (b) Alldhabad (c) Lucknow (d) Agra
Ans:(c)
Related facts:\

e On 27 September 2016 Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Akhilesh Yadav inaugurated themega

call centre at Indira Nagar, Lucknow.

e Theresponsibility ofrunningthe call centre has been handed to Karvy Data Management
Services andthere are 325 employeesworking and the number is likely to go up to 500 so that
in ashort span, maximum and direct feedback from people can be taken.

e Thecall centre would be usedto take feedback from beneficiaries of 20 schemes run by 13
state government departments.

e Thecall centre would further ring in transparency in the schemes run by the government.

Reference:
http //mwww.upnews360.in/E/35003700380035003800/Chief-Minister-inaugurates-Mega-Call-Centre

Dewelopment of islands to attract tourist

Question: How many Islands are initially proposedfor holistic development?
(@20 (b)22 (c)5 (d) 26

Ans:(d)

Related facts:

e Accordingtoan official release on 20 September 2016 from Prime Minister’s Office,PM was
given a presentation on the vision forholistic development.

e Indiahas atatal of 1382 offshore islands, out of which officials have initially proposed 26,
which could be considered for holistic development.

e Thes 26 islands are located along different parts of India’s coastline, including some in the
Andamans and Lakshadweep.

o Developmental activities shall be centred around basic infrastructure, tourism, agriculture
(including organic agriculture and fisheries), and carbon-neutral energy generaion.

Reference:

http://pib.nicin/hewsite/PrintRelease.aspx ?relid=150962

http //www.ptinews.com/news/7894178 PM-directs-speedy-development-of-islands—26-identified-

http /timesofindia.indiatimescom/india/26-islands-to-be-developed-to-att ract-
tourists/articleshow/54455151.cms
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Development of Gas Infrastructure in Eastern partof the country

Question: Which ofthe following project will connect Eastern part of the country with National
Gas Grid? il # ’ L[

(a) HBDPL Gas Pipeline project.
(b) JSPL gasgrid project.

(c) Nunmati-Siliguri pipeline project.
(d) Salaya-Mathura Pipelineproject
Ans:(a)

Related facts:

e On 21 September 2016 Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, chaired by the Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has approved viability gap funding / partial capital grant at 40
percent (Rs.5,176 crore) ofthe estimated capital cost of Rs. 12,940 croreto GAILL for
development of 2539 km long Jagdishpur-Haidia and Bokaro-Dhamra Gas Pipeline
(JHBDPL) project.

e Government of Indiahas taken this historic decision to provide Capital Support for developing
this gas pipeline. JHBDPL project will connect Eastem part of the country with National Gas
Grid.

o It will ensure the availability of clean and eco-friendly fuel i.e Natural Gas tothe induwstrial,
commercial,domestic and transport sectors inthe States of Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand,
Odisha and West Bengal.

e ThisCapital Grant will encourage the supply of eco-friendly fuel at affordable tariffsto
industries and will encourage industrial development in thesestates.

e Further, the CCEA hasapprovedthesimultaneous development of City Gas Distribution
(CGD) networks in cities namely Varanasi, Patna, Ranchi, Jamshedpur, Bhubaneswar,
Kolkata, Cuttack etc.en-route of JHBDPL project.

e Thes distribution neworks will be developed by GAIL in collaboration withthe concerned
State Governments.

o It will bring clean cooking fuel at the door step of Domestic households as well as provide
clean fuel totranspott sector inthe eastern region.

e Abou 1.25 crore population living inthese cties will be directly benefitted by the
establishmert of these CGD networks.

o All these projects will generae directas well as indirect employment for about 21,000 people
and will boost socio-economic develgoment inthe eastern part of the country.

e Cabinet earlier had approvedthe revival of three Fertiliser Units (FCIL- Gorakhpur, HFCL-
Barauni and FCIL-Sindri) alongthe route of this pipeline project.

e On revival, these unis will be the anchor gas customers for JHBDPL project and gasto these
plants will be supplied under the Gas Pooling Schemefor urea sector at pooled price.

Reference:

http://pib.nicin/hewsite/PrintRelease.aspx ?relid=150960
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TREATY & AGREEMENTS
Agreement with Estonia on the transfer ofsentenced persons

Question: The Repatriation of Prisoners Act, 2003 was enacted to ...
a) enable the government to enter into agreement with foreign countries for transfer of sentenced person.
b) extradition of UN designated terrorigts.

¢) make arrangement for welfare of prisoners.

d) None ofthe above.
Ans: (a)
Related facts:

e On 27th October, 2016 The Union Cabinet under the chairmanship of Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi approved signing and ratification of an Agreement between India and Estonia
on the transfer of sentenced persons.

Background:

e Priorto 2004, there was no domestic Legislation to transfer foreign prisonersto their
respective country to serve the remaining part oftheir sentence, nor was therea provision for
the transfer of prisoners of Indian origin convicted by a foreign court to servetheir sentence in
India

e Therefore, the Repatriation of Prisoners Act, 2003 was enacted for servingthe above purpose.
For achieving the objectives of the Act, a T reaty/Agreement is required to be signed with
countries having mutual interest with India and later to the notified inthe Official Gazette.

e The Government of India has so far signed bilateral Agreementson Transfer of Sentenced
Persons with United Kingdom, Maurtius, Bulgaria, France, Egypt, Sri Lanka, Cambodia,
South Korea, Saudi Arabia, Iran, Bangladesh, Brazil, Israel, Bosnia & Herzegovina, UAE,
Italy, T urkey, Maldives-, Thailand, Russian Federation, Kuwait, Viet Nam, Awstralia, Hong
Kong, Qatar, Mongolia, Kazakhstan and Bahrain.

e So fartotal 65 prisoners have been exchanged, out of which 5 were Indians.

Benefit:

e Signing the Agreement shall facilitatethe Indian prisoners imprisonedin Estonia or vice-versa
to be near totheir families, for serving remaining part of their sentence and shall facilitate their
social rehabilitation.

Reference:

2relid=
http //mwww.business-standard.com/article/government-press-release/cabinet-gyproves-agreement-
between-india-and-estonia-on-the-transfer-of-116102700839 1.html
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NABARD sanctions loan worth Rs. 19,702 crore to National Water
Development Agency (NWDA)

Question: Recently NABARD sanctioned loan worth Rs. 19,702 crore to National Water
Dewelopment Agengy (NW DA) forhow many irrigating project?
()50 (b)40 (c)30 (d)20

Ans: (a)

Related facts:

e On 21 October 2016 National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development (Nabard) has
sanctioned Rs 19,702 crore loan to National Water Develogpment Agency (NWDA) for 50
irrigation projects.

e Theloan is sanctioned under Long Tem Irrigation Fund (LTIF).

e This would help create additional irrigation potential of 3.14 lakh hectaes under these
projectsin 11 states.

e This loan would be part ofthe Central share of assistance to State Governments and will
ensure front loading of resources so that the identified incomplete irrigation projeds under
Prachan Marntri Krishi Sinchai Yojna (PMKSY) are executedintime.

e This unique initiative would help complete not only the irrigation projects but also the
Command Area Development works which are central to ensure full utilisation of irrigation
potential so aeated.

e National Barnk for Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD) is an apex development
bank in India, headquartered at Mumbai with branches all over India.

e The Bank has been entrusted with “matters concerning policy, planning and operations in the
field of credit for agriculture and other economic activities inrural areas in India”. NABARD
is active in developing financial inclusion policy andis a member of the Alliance for Financial
Inclusion.

Reference:
http:/pib.nicin/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx ?relid=151864

MoU between NICPR and All India Institute of Ayurveda

Question: Recentlyan MoU was signed between the National Institute of CancerPrevention and
Research (NICPR) and All India Institute of Ayuneda (AllA) for which of the following pu rpose?
(a) Dengue Prevention and Research  (b) Chikungunya Prevention and Research
(c) Cancer Prevention and Research ~ (d) Malaria Prevention and Research
Ans:(c)

Related facts:

e On 19 October 2016 an MoU was signed heretoday betweenthe National
Instiute of Cancer Prevention and Research (NICPR), an autonomous institute under
Department of Health Research, Ministry of Health & Family Welfareand All India Institute
of Ayurveda (AllA), an autonomous institute under the Ministry of AYUSH.

e Themain objective of the MoU isto set up aCenter of Integraive Oncology @ NICPR-Noida
as joint venture of Ministry of AYUSH and Department of Health Research, Ministry of
Health & Family Welfare for collaboration inthe areas of cancer prevention, research and
Care.

e The MoU was signed by Prof. Abhimanyu Kumar, Director- AllA and Prof. Ravi Mehrotra,
Director- NICPR.

e ThisMoU would pave the way to carry forward the ongoing bilateral dialogue and facilitate
collaboration with National Cancer Institute, USA.

Reference:
http:/pib.nicin/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx ?relid=151794
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Agreement between India and Russia

Question: Recently India and Russia has signed an agreement in which of the following field?

(a) Defence (b) Space —7‘
(c) Information and Technology  (d) None Ofthe Above
Ans:(a) ‘}

Related facts:

e On 15 October 2016 India and Russia signed a multi-billion dollar deal for S-400 “T riumf’
long-range air defence missile systems and Kamov helicopters and to replacethe existing
aging fleets and build new frigates.

e Thethree projects are collectively worth an estimated$10.5 hillion (over Rs 72,000 crore).

o Ka-26T helicopters— Kamov 226T choppers will replace the aging Cheetahand Chetak
choppers.

e Kamov is a light multipurpose helicopter designed for work indifficult conditions like high
mouwntains, hot climae and marine areas.

e [tallows forreconnaissance,targetingand monitoring of transportation.

e |talso boastsof incredibly precise hovering ability, excellent maneuverability and high safety
standards, and has provedto perform better than its western counterpats in Indian hea.

e Thechopper is equipped withtwo Arrius 2G1 engines made by the T urbomeca company.

e Thepassenger version of the choppercan carry up to seven people, while the transport version
can carry onetonne of cargo inside the fuselage or viaan external sling.

e Thedeal is worth more than $L hillion. T he helicopters will be made by Hindustan
Aeronautics Limited (HAL) with Russian cogperation.

e Frigates — An inter-governmental agreement for four frigatesthrough partnership between
Russian and Indian shipyards was signed.

e While two frigates will come from Russia, two otherswill be construded at an Indian
shipyard with Russian cooperation.

e Thefrigateswill be improvedversions of Krivak or Talwar class steakh frigates, and the deal
is worth more than $3 hillion.

e S400 Air Defence System —The over $5-billion deal to purchase the long-range air defence
missile system, which has the capabilityto destroy incoming hostile aircraft, missiles and even
drones at ranges of up to 400 km, will prove to be a game changer for India.

e Itshould be notedtha China inked a deal with Russia in November 2014 for the supply of six
S-400 systems.

Reference:
http //mwww.thestatesman.com/mobi/news/business/russia-india-ink-rs-43k-cr-defence-deals/170983.himl|

http //www.business-standard.com/article/news-ians/india-russia-ink-hig-tick e -defence-deals-
116101500637 1.html
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Exim Bank’s MoU with New Development Bank

Question: 8th BRICS Summit will be organized on 15-16 October, 2016in ... .
a) Goa

b) Chennai
¢) Bengaluru
d) Bhopal
Ans:(a)

Related facts:

e On 13th October, 2016 The Union Cabinet under the Chairmanship of Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi gave its approval for signingof a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on
General Cooperation with New Development Bank (NDB).

e The New Development Bank (NDB) is a multilateral development bank established by the
BRICS nations.

e ThisMoU will be signed through the BRICS Interbank Cooperation Mechanism established
by five banks from the BRICS nationsto enhance trade and ecmnomicrelations amongthe
BRICS countries and enterprises.

e Thereis no financialimplication involved with signing of the MoU. The participating
institutions from the BRICS nations will be benefitted by this MoU.

e The MoU isanon-binding umbrella agreement aimed at establishinga cooperation franework
in accordance with the natioral laws and regulations, besides skills transfer and knowledge
sharing amongst thesignatories.

e Further, establishment of the NDB reflects the close rlationsamongthe BRICS countries and
provides a powerful instrument for increasing economic cooperation and help India play an
enhanced international role.

e The BRICS Interbank Co-operation Mechanism also proposesto sign a Memorandum of
Understanding (MQOU) on General Co-operation withthe New Development Bank.

Reference:

http//pib.nicin/newsite/erelease.aspx

http //www.thehindubusinessline.com/econonmy/cabinet-nod-for-exim-banks-mou-with-new-

development-bank/article9214626.ece
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MoU between India and Hungary

Question: Recently Union Cabinethas given its approval for signing of a Memorandum of
Uncerstandng (MoU) between India and Hungary on-

(a) Cooperation inthe field of water management.

(b) Cooperation in the field of Space T echnology. ﬁ
(c) Cooperation inthe field of Solar Energy. .
(d) Cooperation in the field of Agriculture.

Ans:(a)

Related facts:

e On 13 October 2016 the Union Cabinet has given its goproval for signingof aMemorandum
of Understanding (MoU) between India and Hungary on cooperation n the field of water
management.

e The MoU will be signed between Ministry of Water Resources, River Development and
Ganga Rejuvenation, Government of India and the Ministry of Interior, Govemment of
Hungary.

e |t will enhance bilateral cooperation i the field of water management, on the basis of equality
and mutual benefits.

e Thiswill encourage the development of bilateral relations between public and private
organizations conceming water resources of both thecountries.

e Boththe countries will get benefited by joint activities and mutual exchange of scientific
delegations and experts inthefield of water resources development and management.

e The cooperation, particularly on river basin management/ integrated water resources
management, efficiency in water supply and irrigationtechnology innovation and flood &
drought management will help improve the socio-economic conditions of the people of both
the countries.

e Ministry of Water Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation isenteringinto a
MoU with Hungary with wide-ranging areason water sector for the first time.

Reference:
http//pib.nicin/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=151604

http 7/ www.thehindubusinessline.com/mews/india-hungary-to-cooperae-in-water-

management/article9214653 .ece
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MoU between Export-Import Bank of India (Exim Bank) and New
Development Bank (NDB)

Question: The New Dewelopment Bank(NDB) bank is headquartered in-
(a) hanghai, China
(b) New Delhi, India
(c) Moscow, Russia

(d) Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

Ans: (a)
Related facts:

e On 13 October 2016; Union cabinet has givenits approval for signingof a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) on General Cooperation with New Development Bank (NDB)through
the BRICS Interbank Cooperation Mechanism by Governmernt at the level of Scretary,
Department of Economic Affairs/ Export Import Bank of India.

e Theproposal will enhance trade and economic relations amongthe BRICS countries.

e Thereis no financialimplication involved with signing of the MoU.

e Theparticipaing ingitutions from the BRICSnationswill be benefitted by this MoU.

e The MoU isanon-binding umbrella agreement aimed at establishinga cooperation framnework
in accordance with the national laws and regulations.

e MoU is necessary inthe context of cooperation extended by the Memkbers in various forms for
promoting and facilitating trade of goods and services as well as invegments n mutual
projectsamongthe BRICS countries.

e The New Development Bank (NDB), formerly referred to asthe BRICS Development Bank,
is a multilateral development bank edablished by the BRICS states (Brazil, Russia, India,
China and South Africa)
 The bank isheadquartered in Shanghai, China.

Reference:

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/policy/cabinet-aporovespact-between-exim-bank-

new-development-bank/articleshow/54828411.cms

http//pib.nicin/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=151616
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MoU between Indiaand European Union

Question: Recently the Union Cabinet has given its approval for the signing of MoU betvveen India
and European Union in which of the following field? -

(a) Water Resources (b) Energy Resources
(c) Business (d) Education

Ans: a)

Related facts:

e On5October 2016 Union Cabinet has given its approval for the signing ofan MoU between
India and European Union inthe field of water resources.

e The MoU envisages strengtheningthe technological, scientific and management capabilities
of India andthe European Union inthe field of water management onthe basis of equality,
reciprocity and mutual benefit.

e It providestechnical exchange on water issues, including on integraed water resource
managemant plans within river basins and through study visits.

e The MoU aimsto identify key environmental issues and approachesto sustainable
development where exchange of experiences and cooperation could be mutually beneficialto
strengthenand further develop cooperation between India and the European Union in the field
of water management.

e |t envisions a more sustainable management of water resources in India with an objective of
tadkling the challenges posed by water management in the context of growing population,
competingwater demands and a changing climate.

e A Jint Warking Group shall be formed to monitorthe activitiesto be carried out in
fulfillment of the MoU.

Refe rence:
http://pib.nic.in/hewsite/Print Release.aspx ?relid=1514 33

Agreement between India and Switzerland

Question: Recently three agreements we Ie signed between India and Switzerland, which of the
following agreementis not incluced in the abowe list?

(a) Mutual Visa Exemption

(b) Defense cooperation

(c) Returnof Illegal Migrants

(d) Arrangement for Dependent Persons of Diplomatic and Consular Mission to Perform
Gainful Employment

Ans: (b)

Related facts:

e On6 October 2016 Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh met the visiting Minister for Justice
andPoliceof Swiss Confederation, Simondta Sommaruga.

e Ontheoccasion,the two sides signed three agreements including Mutual Visa Exemption
Agreement for Holders of Diplomaic Passports, T echnical Arrangements on Identification
and Returnof lllegal Migrants and Arrangement for Dependent Person of Diplomatic.

e The Union Home Minister proposed training facilities for Indian Police Officers in
Switzerland Police Academies/other Training Institutes in the fields of AntiHijacking and
Cyber Forensic.

e India looks forward for cogperation with Switzerland on the issue of exchange of tax
information since the black money issue isthe main corruption issue which needs to be
tadkled.

e Rajnath Singh also sought a more liberal visa regime for Indian business people since India
has been offering multi-year multiple entry visas to Swiss businesses in a bid to enhance
bilateral trade and investment.

e Other subjects of interest tothe two countries were also discussed. These included cooperation
in transfer of sentenced persons and Mutual Legal Assistance Treaty in Criminal matters that
would help in combating terrorism, transnaional organized crimes and corruption including
money launderina.

Refe rence:
http://pib.nic.inhewsite/mbErel.aspx ?relid=151479
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Memorandum of Understanding between India and the African Asian
Rural Dewelopment Organization

Question: Recently the Union Cabinet has given its approval to the signing of a Me morandum of

Understanding (MoU) between India andthe African Asian Rural Dewelopment prany
Organization (AARDO) for capacity building programmes in the fieldof-
BT

(a) Agricultural development
(b) Agricultural credit

(c) Rural development

(d) Environment development
Ans: (c)

Related facts:

e Onb5Octoker 2016the Union Cabinet has given itsapproval to the signingof a Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU) between India andthe African Asian Rural Development
Organization (AARDO) for capacity building programmes in the field of rural development.

e The MoU forthe triennium 2015 — 2017.

e Under thiscapacity building programmes for AARDO member countries will be organized
every year during the triennium at various Institutions of Excellence in India such as National
Institute of Rural Development & Panchayai Raj (NIRD & PR), institutions governed by the
Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR), Indian Ingitute of Management (IIM) and
others.

e The duration of eadh training programme shall be of two to three weeks.

e ThePost Graduate Diploma in Rural Devebpment Management Course at NIRD & PR under
this scheme is for one year.

e The AARDO, which has its headquarters in New Delhi.

e Itisan autonomous, inter-Governmental organization established in 1962.

e |tsobjective ispromoting cooperation among the countries of the African — Asian Region in
the direction of eradicating thirst, hunger, illiteracy, disease and poverty in the region.

e India is one of the Founder Members of the Organization.

e AARDO curentlyhas 31 countriesof the African — Asian Region under its fold.

Reference:

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/Print Release.aspx ?relid=151435

http://www.aninews.in/newsdetail-MT A/Mjagy MzAw/cabinet-approves-rural-development-mou-with-

african-asian-rural-development-organisation.html
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India-Canada Annual Ministerial Dialogue

Question: In which one of the following cities was the third India-Canada Annual Ministerial
Dialogue held?
a) Toronto b) Edmonton  ¢) Ottawa d) Hamilon J "
Ans: (a) 7

Related facts:

~ Global
! Exhibition

e On Zth September, 2016 thethird India-Canada Annual Ministerial Dialogue was held
between the Commerce and Industry Minister Mrs. Nirmala Stharaman andthe T rade
Minister of Canada Ms Chrystia Freeland at Toronto.

e Thediscussion was focused on outstanding trade and investment related issues like expanding
bilateral trade, having more businessto business interface.

e Canada will also constitute CEO Forum which will have regular interaction withthe CEOson
Indian side andtry to expedite the freetrade and investment negotiations.

e Thiswas thefirst high level meet ledby a Miisterial level delegation from India afterthe
new Government came to power in Canada.

e Boththe cowntries expressed their strong commitment for taking forward the negotiations
relatingto the Foreign Investment Promotion and Pratection Agreement (FIPA) and
expeditiously conclude a progressiveand balanced Comprehensive EconomicPartnership
Agreement (CEPA), as a basis for expandingtwo-way trade and invegment.

e Boththe sides recognizedtheimportance of FIFA astool for higher transparency and stability
of investments providing greater protection.

e Indiaalso took up the issues of Canada’s Temporary Foreign Workers Entry programme.

e Thisprogramme hasacted asa barrier forthe Indian IT companies invested in Canadato
source IndianIT professionals asthenormsfor temporary entry have becomemore and more
difficult.

e TheTrade Minister of Canada assured that aParliamentary Committee is examining these
issues and some of these concerns are likely to be addressed.

e Both sides appreciated the need for early setting up of the CEO Forum mechanism which
would be instrumental in forming an organiclink and suggest the issues concerning the trade
tothe Governments.

e Theycould also meet priortothe proposed visit of Canadian Prime Minister to India
sometime in2017 and form Groups for identified sub-sectorsand come out with a set of
recommendations. This would greatly benefit the discussions during the PM level meding.

e Indiaand Canada agreedto moperateatthe International Foraon Trade Facilitation
Agreement on Services as well as the unfinished agenda itemsof Doha Round given the
common view of both the nations onthese issues.

Reference:
http//pib.nicin/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=151234
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IndianOiland GAIL sign MoU for taking equity stake in upcoming
Dhanra LNG terminal

Question: Recently Indian Oil and Gail hassigned MoU for takinge quity stake in Dharma LNG
terminal. In this Indan Oilacquires what percentofequity?
(a) 49%
(b) 39%

(c) 30%

(d) 40%
Ans (b)
Related facts:

e On 2L September 2016 Indian Oil Corporation Limited and GAIL (India) Limited signed an
MoU with Dhamra LNG Terminal Private Limited (DLTPL) for taking equity in the 5
MMTP A capacity LNG Receiving, Sorage and Regasification T erminal, being put up at
Dhamra Port, Odisha.

e Theagreement was signed in New Delhi in the presence of Minister of State (I/C) for
Petroleum and Natural Gas Sh Dharmendra Pradhan.

e As perthe MoU, DLTPL shall be anequal Joint Venture of Indian Oil and GAIL on one hand
and Adani Group onthe other. Indian Oil and GAIL would acquire 39% and 11% equity
respectively in DLTPL, withthe balance 50% being held by Adani group.

e IndianOil and Adanigroup will eachdivest 1% of their respedive staketo a credible financial
institution which will then have 2% stake in theterminal.

e Apart from equity, Indian Oil and Gail intendto book regasification capacity of 3.0 and 1.5
million metrictonnesper annum (MMTPA) respectively in the terminal.

Reference:

http//pib.nicin/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=150995

http //www.business-standard.com/content/b2b-manufacturing-industry/indian-oil-and-gail-pidk-up-

stakes-in-adani-group-s-dhamra-Ing-terminal-116092200331 1.html
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CONFERENCE
Western Zonal Council Meeting held in Mumbai

Question: Who is the chairman of Zonal Councils?
a) The UnionHome Minister T

b) The President
¢) The Prime minister
d) Cabinet Secretary

Ans: (a)
Related facts:

The22nd meeting ofthe Wegern Zonal Courcil was held in Mumbai on 21s October, 2016
under the chairmanship of Union Home Minister ShriRajnath Singh.

Western Zone consigs of the States of Maharashtra, Gujarat, Goa and Union Territories of
Daman & Diu and Dadra & Nagar Haveli.

Themeetingwas attended by the Chief Ministers and Ministe's of these Statesand
Administrators of Union T erritories as well as senior officersof Central and State
Governments.

The Councilreviewed the progress of implementation of previous recommendations and took
up issues related to mastal security, internal security, issuance of bio-metric identity cards to
fishermen, plans for countering terrorism and modemization of policeforce etc.

Issues relating to setting up of Regional Development Authority for development of
infrastructure inthe region and international museum of Indus— Valley civilization in Kutch
District were also discussed.

These issues of Indian fishermen languishingin Pakistan Jails, Internal Security, education
and Aadhaar, Pollution control and environmental related issues were also discussed.

Out of the 21 items discussed most ofthe items were resolved in the meeting.

What is Zonal C ouncil

The idea of Zonal Councils was promoted by Prime Minister Jawahar Lal Nehru in 1956
during debate on the report of the Staes Re-organisation Commission. It wasaimedto foster
InterState co-operatibn among the States ofthe Union which were re-organised on linguistic
pattern.

It isnotable that Five Zonal Gouncils (Northern, Western, Eagern, Central and Southern) were
set up underthe States Reorganization Act, 1956.

The Zonal Councils are mandated to discuss and make recommendations on economy and
social planning, border disputes, inter-State transport and linguistic minorities related issues.
With initiative of Union Home Minider, Shri Rajnath Singh, all the meetings of the five Zonal
Councils (Eastern, Western and Southern and Central) were held last year 2015. In fad, other
than 2015, it was only in theyears 1972 and 2005 that the meetings ofall the Zonal Councils
couldbe heldduringa calendar year over thelast 50 years.

Reference:
http//pib.nicin/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx ?relid=151862

http//mha.nic.in/zonal council
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Naval Commanders’ Conference

Question: The three(25-27 Oct 16)day Naval Commanders’ Conference isscheduled to ke held in
whid of the following city?

(a) Kochi (b) Visakhapamnam (¢ New Delhi  (d) Jaisalmer
Ans: (c)

Related facts:

e From25-27 Oct 16;. A three day Naval Commanders’ Conference held at New Delhi.

e TheHon’ble defense minister Manohar Parrikar had addressed the Naval Commanders.

e Chief of theNaval Staff, Admiral Sunil Lanba chairedthe meeting and addressed the Naval
Commanderson various important issues pertaining to operational readiness, capability
enhancement, infrastructure development and human resource management.

e Thesecond edition ofthis year’s bi-ennual Naval Commanders’ Conference concluded with
someof fruitful delikerations.

e The Conference provided an opportunity for the top-level leadership of the Navy to review the
prevailing as well as emerging operational and functional issues.

e The Conference assumes greater significance in the backdrop of recent eventsthat have
brought issues related to the country’s defence under sharper focus.

e Indian Navy, liketheother two Armed Forces, is required to maintaina high degree of
opertional preparednessto deter or neutralise any threat aimed at the country’s sovereignty
and territorial integrity.

e The Conference wasalso used as a platform for institutionalised interaction between the naval
top-brass and other government officials.

e The Commanders also delveon the Navy’sroadmap for the future, including key technology
enablers, improved logistics and digitisation.

Reference:

http//pib.nicin/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=151908
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19th National Convention on Knowledge, Libraryand Information
Networking

Question: The 19th National Conwention on Knowledge, Library and Information Networking —
NACLIN 2016 wasinaugurated at-

(a) Central University of Hyderabad, Hyderabad
(b) Jamia Millia Islamia University, Delhi

(c) Central University of Nagaland, Nagaland

(d) Central University of Tezpur, Assam
Ans:(d)
Related fact:
e On 26 October 2016; Vice President of India, M. Hamid Ansai inaugurated the 19th National
Convention on Knowledge, Library and Information Networking (NACLIN 2016)
e [tisorganized jointly by the Tezpur University and Developing Library Network, New Delhi.
e Itisbeing organised by DELNET-Developing Library Network in collaboration with Tezpur
University, Tezpur, Assam from October 26-28, 2016 at T ezpur University, T ezpur, Assam.
e DELNET was established with the prime objective of promoting resource sharing amongthe
libraries through the development ofa network of libraries.
e [taimsto collect, store, and disseminate information besides offering computerised services to
users. It has become an invaluable tool in promoting quicker accesstoinformaion.
Reference:

httpi//pib.nicin/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx ?relid=151972

http //www.naclin.org/

http //www.naclin.org/brochure2016 .pdf
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National Consultative Committee meeting on De-addiction and
Rehabilitation

Question: Cabinet Ministerfor Sodal Justice & Empowementis ... .
a) Thaawarchand Gehlot

b) Vijay Sampla

¢) Krishan Pal Gurjar

d) Ramdas Athawale

Ans:(a)
Related fact:
e The Meetingof “National Consultative Committee on De-addiction and Rehabilitation
(NCCDR)” was heldon 24th October, 2016 under the chairmanship of Shri Vijay Sampla,

Minister of Sate for Social Justice and Empowermert.

e Representatives of States and Union territories, Regional Resource & Training Centresand
many NGOs participated in the meeting.

e The Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment is the nodal Ministry for drug demand
reduction.

e It coordinates and monitors all aspects of drug abuse prevention including assessment of the
problem, preventiveaction, treatment and rehabilitation of addicts and raising public
awareness.

e The Ministry provides community-based services forthe identification, treatment and
rehabilitation of addicts through voluntary organizations.

Some of the issues discussed during the meeting:

e Evoling appropriatemodels for the prevention of almholism, drug addictionand treatment
and rehabilitation of drug dependent individuals.

e Ensuring thefacility of De-addiction Centresin each District.

e Separate and specialised de-addiction treatment centres for females and children.

e Awareness generation progranmes and preventive education in schools and colleges.

e Formulation of National Alcohol Policy.

Reference:

http://pib.nicin/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=151910

http:/socialjustice.nic.in/
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28th Accountants General Conference

Question: Who is the Comptroller and Auditor General of India?
a) Shashi Kant Sharma
b) Vinod Rai
c) T SThakur
d) None ofthe above
Ans:(a)
Related facts:
e On 20th October, 2016 President Shri Pranab Mukherjee inaugurated the 28th Accountants
General Conference organized by the Comptmller and Auditor General (CAG) of India.

e The Accountants General Conference is a prime platform where the entire top level
management of the Indian Audit and Accounts Depatment (IA&AD) come together once in
two yearstoreview, discuss and recommendthe diredion in which the IA&AD needs to
moe in order to discharge its dutiesin the best possible manner.

e The Comptroller and Auditor General is seen asthe agency which ismandatedto keep a
watch on economic, efficient and effective governance.

e The foundation of sound governance with acauntability restson a sydem of robust public
finarcial reporting.

e A regular internal and external consultative process facilitates effort to adapt and upgrade
professional practices and methods of functioning.

e About 200 Accountants General from all overthe country, former CAGs of India, members of
Audit Advisory Board and senior government officials particpated inthe conference and
reviewed the international best practices prevalent in audit and accourting.

e Therewere four sessionsto celiberateon:
 Auditing the programmes related to Sustainable Development Goals
e Meeting Challengesin Revenue Audit
e Impact of Integrated Financial Management System on Accounts & Entitlement Functions
e Audit of Local Bodies: Perspectives & Concerns

Reference:
http://newsonair.nic.in/full_news.asp?type=bulletins&id=110
http//pib.nicin/mnewsite/PrintRelease.aspx ?relid=151784

http //www.indianbureaucracy.com/inauguration-of-the-28th-accountants-general-conference/
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International Conference on VVoter Education

Question: Hection Commission of India will organize International C onference on Voter Education

in which of the following cities?
a) New Delhi

b) Raipur

c) Pune

d) Bengaluru

Ans: (a)

Related Facts:

The first ever Global Conference on Voter Education titled “Voter Education for Inclusive,
Informed and Ethical Participation” is being arganized by the Election Commission of India in
association with UNDP from 19th to 21st October, 2016 at New Delhi.

Themain purpose ofthe conference isto learn from the experiences of Election Management
Bodies by way of sharingthebest practices, policies and initiaives of voter education.
Highlights:

Election Management Bodiesof 27 countriesfrom aaossthe globe will converge at this
Conferenceto share experiences and develop novel practices.

The Conference will be inaugurated by the Hon’ble Chief Election Commissioner of India.
The Conference will deliberate upon 5topicsranging from Electoral Literacy to Enhanced
participation by special categories of voter’s,role of information and cmmunication
technology in Voter Education and Strategies for Informed and Ethical Voting

Importance:

Global Platform:
The Conference shall providethe firg ever global platform for sharing best practices invoter

education. This diverse variety of knowledge and experience would enable tobring ot “best
of the best’ global practices in the Conference

Owerseas Indian Surwey cum Com petition:

It aimsto not only get useful datathrough thesurvey but also attract and engage NRIs about
theirvoting eligibility and rights. T his will also help the Commissionin formulating further
voting initiatives especially designed for the Overseas Indian population.

The VoICENET:

Thisnetwork will provide aninnovative platformto $are knowledge, interact on discussion
board, sharing platform for events and practices in member countries and also extend
expeienceto stakeholders.

The Exhibition: An exhibition showcasing Voter Education tools andmaterials from India
and across the world consisting of informational material, model polling station, provision of
live voting on EVM, photos ec. shall be on show.

The Resolution:The Conference will also aimto achieve a Resolutionto strengthen Inclusive,
Informed and Ethical electoral participation.

Reference:
http://eci.nic.in/eci/eci.html

httpi//pib.nicin/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx ?relid=151788
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First National Tribal Carnival -2016

Question: The first National Tribal Carnival will ke organised on October25-28, 2016 in which of

the following city?

(a) New Delhi

() Jaipur RO
(c) Kohima

(d) Raipur

Ans: (a)

Related facts:

From25t028 October,2016;the First National T ribal Carnival will be organised in Delhi.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate First National Tribal Carnival in Delhion
October 25, 2016.

Thiswas announced by Union Tribal Affairs Minister Shri Jual Oramin New Delhion 18
October 2016.

Themain purpose ofthis carnival isto promate a sense of inclusiveness amongst the tribals.
The underlying idea isto preserve and promate various facets of thetribal liferelatingto
culture, tradiion, customsandtheir skills andto expose it to the general public with a view to
utilizingthepotential for overall holistic development ofthe Sheduled Tribes.

Activities like displaying documentson traditional socio-culture agpeds, exhibition of
art/atifacts, cultural performances, demonstraion of skills like sports, paintings, traditional
healing practices etc. will be part of the four day event.

Wolrkshop on issues like Panchayats(Extension to the Scheduled Areas) Act,1996 (PESA)-
its implementation, benefit totribal communiy and its drawbacks, Forest Rights Act (FRA)
2006 and itsimplications and reservaion in politics and recruitment will also be part of the
carnival.

About 1600 tribal artists and around 15000 tribal delegates from across the country are

expectedto take part inthe camnival.

Reference:

http//pib.nicin/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=151744
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10th India and United States Trade Policy Forum

Question: The 10th India-United States Trade Policy Forum (TPF) meetings scheduled from 19th
October, 2016 to 20th O ctober, 2016 at-
(a) Jaipur

(b) New Delhi

(c) Kolkata

(d) Goa

Ans:(b)
Related facts:

e From19to 20 Octokber, 2016; the 10th India-United Sates Trade Policy Forum (TPF)
meetings scheduled at New Delhi.

e A high level delegaton led by Ambassador, Michael Froman, United States Trade
Representative will attend the 10th India-United States Trade Policy Forum (TPF).

e Theprevious9th TPF was held in Odober, 2015 at Washington D.C, USA.

e Trade Policy Forummeetingwill focus on increasing bilateral interaction andmomentum on
resolving trade concerns.

e Under TPF there would be technical level discussionson 18th October, 2016 between the two
sideson issues concerning with Agriculture, Srvicesand Goods, IPR and Manufacturing.

e Technical Discussions would be followed by Secretary and Dy. UST R level discussions on
19th October, 2016.

e Ministerial Level Meeting isscheduled for 20th October, 2016 forenoon which will be led by
Ambassador Michael Froman, United States Trade Representaive from US side and Hon’ble
Minister of Commerce and Industry Nirmala Sitharaman onthe Indian side.

e The bilateral commercial ties betweenthe United States and India are growingstronger as
reflected by increased bilateral trade in Goodsand Services of $109 billion and highest ever
FDI inflowsin 2015-16.

Reference:

http://pib.nicin/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=151742

http//www.uniindia.com/hich-level-us-delegation-to-attend-10th-trade-policy-forum/business-

economy/news/658404 .html
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Next Ambassador/PR of India to the UN Conference on Disarmament

Question: Who has been appointed as the next Ambassador/PR of India to the UN
Conference on Disarmament?
(a) Amandeep Singh Gill  (b) RenuPal (¢ Navdeep Singh Suri (d) Deepak Kumar
Ans:(a)
Related facts:

e On October 2016 Amandeep Singh Gl has been appointed asthe next Ambassador/PR of

Indiato the UN Conference on Disarmament, Geneva.
e Heisan Indian Foreign Service (IFS) officerof 1992 batch.
e He has replaced D.B.Venkatesh Verma.

Reference:
http://mea.gov.in/press-
releases.htm?ct1/27485/Amandeep Singh appointed as the next AmbassadorPR of India fo the UN

Conference on Disarmament Geneva
http//meaindia.nic.in/cdgeneva/?1470?000

Women oflIndia Festival 2016

Question: Women of India Festival 2016 to be heldfrom October14-23 in which
of the following city?
(a) Jaipur (b) Lucknow  (c) Agra (d) New Delhi
Ans: (d)
Related fact:
e From14-23 October, 2016; “Women of India Festival- 2016” of organic products by women
to be held at Dilli Heat at INA, New Delhi.
e Minister of Women & Child Development, Smt Maneka Sanjay Gandhi inaugurated the

festival.
e It will be organised and sponsored by the Union Ministry of Women & Child Development to
celebrate and promotes women entrepreneurs from across India.
e Festival will offer onsale thebiggest selection of organic products ranging from food, fabrics
and furnitureto wellness, personal care and solar products.
e Thisyear’s Festival will have230 stalls and about 372 participants. T he list includes
producers from Delhi, NCR and 23 states/UTs.
e Lastyear’s edition of “Women of India Fegtival’ selling organic produce saw thousands of
people thronging to Dilli Haa each day.
Reference:
http//pib.nicin/mhewsite/PrintRelease.aspx ?relid=151628
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National Summit on Fortification of Food

Question: Recently National Summit on Fortification of Food was in inauguratedin whicd of the
following city?
(a) Jaipur
(b) New Delhi
(c) Mumbai
(d) Bangaluru
Ans: (b)
Related facts:
e On 16 October 2016 Anupriya Patel, Ministerof Statefor Health and Family Welfare
inaugurated National Summit on Fortification of Foodin New Delhi.
e She also released the standards on fortification of foods and launchedthe food fortificaion

logo at the ewvent.

e The Summitwas inauguratedto address interventionsin combating micronutrient malnutrition
in the country.

e Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) is co-hosted the two day Summit in
partrership with related central minigries / departments and development partners.

e Food Safety and Standards Authority of India(FSSAI) has formulated a comprehensive
regulation on fortification offoods namely ‘Food Safety and Sandards (Fortification of
Foods) Regulations,2016°.

e Thes regulations setthe standards for food fortification and encourage the production,
manufacture, distribution, sale and consumption of fortified foods.

e Theregulations alsoprovide for specific roleof FSSAI in promotion for food fortificaion and
to make fortification mandatory.

e The Summitwill bring together experts fromthe nutrition and development communities as
well as representatives from state governments, academics, technical supporters and donorsto
beneficiariespast and presentto discuss and debate —presenting in-depth analysis and impact
assessments, important and case study examples of food fortification programs as well as
learnings and challenges to huild on so effective food fortificaion efforts can carry on
delivering inthe future.

e There was number ofthemesincluding the roles of industry, government, acacdemia and civil
society; improving compliance and measurement; cost-benefit analysis; modeling potential for
impact andthe required invegments.

Reference:

http//pib.nicin/mnewsite/mbErel.apx?relid=151709

http //www.uniindia.com/anupriya-pael-inaugurates-national-summit-on-fortification-of-
food/india/news/656 734 .html
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International Conference on VVoter Education

Question: Hection Commission of India will organize International Conference on Voter Education
in which of the following cities?

a) New Delhi INTERNATIONAL
; CONFERENCE on

b) Raipur VOTER EDUCATION
FOR INCLUSIVE, , !

c) Pune INFORMED

d) Bengaluru & ETHICAL
PARTICIPATION £

Ans: (a) 16" 21" OCTOBER 2016 ey

NEW DELHE, INDIA

Related facts:

The first ever Global Conference on Voter Education titled “Voter Education for Inclusive,
Informed and Ethical Participation” is being organized by the Election Commission of India in
association with UNDP from 19th to 21st October, 2016 at New Delhi.

Themain purpose ofthe conference isto leamn from the experiences of Election Management
Bodies by way of sharingthebest practices, policies and initictives of voter education.
Highlights:

Election Management Bodiesof 27 countriesfrom aaossthe globe will converge at this
Conferenceto share experiences and develop novel practices.

The Conference will be inaugurated by the Hon’ble Chief Election Commissioner of India.
The Conference will deliberate upon 5topicsranging from Electoral Literacy to Enhanced
participation by special categories of voter’s, role of information and cmmmunication
technology in Voter Education and Strategies for Informed and Ethical Voting.

Importance:

Global Platform:
The Conference shall providethe firg ever global platform for sharing best practices invoter

education. This diverse variety of knowledge and experience would enable tobring ou ‘best
of the best’ global practices in the Conference

Owerseas Indian Surwey cum Com petition:

It aimsto not only get useful datathrough thesurvey but also attract and engage NRIs about
theirvoting eligibility and rights. T his will also help the Commissionin formulating further
voting initiatives especially designed for the Overseas Indian population.

The VoICENET:

Thisnetwork will provide aninnovative platformto $are knowledge, interact on discussion
board, sharing platform for events and practices in member countries and also extend
expeienceto stakeholders.

The Exhibition: An exhibition showcasing Voter Education tools andmaterials from India
and across the world consisting of informational material, model polling station, provision of
live voting on EVM, photos ec. shall be on show.

The Resolution:The Conference will also aimto achieve a Resolutionto strengthen Inclusive,
Informed and Ethical electoral particpation.

Reference:
http://eci.nic.in/eci/eci.html

http//pib.nicin/newsite/erelease.agpx
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10th India and United States Trade Policy Forum

Question: 9th Trade Policy Forum (TPF) meetingwas held in October, 2015 at ...
a) Washington
b) New York
¢) California
d) None ofthe above.
Ans:(a)
Related facts:
e 10thIndia-United States T rade Policy Forum (TPF) meeting is scheduled from 19th October,
2016to 20th October, 2016 & New Delhi.
e |tisa part ofthe annual work plan agreed between India and US working groups.

The discussion will ke focused on agriculture, trade and promotion of investment. It will also
provide an opportuniy to understandthe best practices, facilitate investment and raise
concerns relaingto the trade.

e Under TPF there would be technical level discussionson 18th October, 2016 between the two
sideson issues concerning with Agriculture, Srvicesand Goods, IPR and Manufacturing.
Technical Discussions would be followed by Secretary level discussions on 1%th October,
2016.

e Ministerial Level Meeting isscheduled for 20th October, 2016 forenoon which will be led by
Ambassador Michael Froman, United States Trade Representaive and Hon’ble Minister of
Commerce and Industry Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman.

e Both sides would review the progress achieved on the issues agreed upon in work plans for
2016, underall the four work streams and would be working out the way forward for 2017.

e Theprevious9th TPFwas held in Odober, 2015 at Washington D.C, USA.

Significance:

The commercial ties betweenthe Unied States and India are growing stronger as reflected by
increased bilateral trade in Goods and Services of $109 billionand highest ever FDI inflows in
2015-16.

The bilateral cooperation under tradepolicy forum has resulted in resolving several market
access issuesand cooperation in services, manufacturing and IPR. India is looking forward to
maintain themomentum further inthe current forum.

Reference:
http//pib.nicin/newsite/erelease.agpx

http 7/ www.ndtv.com/india-news/india-us-meeting-to-discuss-trade-investments-1475792
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Rashtriya Sanskriti Mahotsav-2016

Question: The “Second Rashtriya Sanskriti Mahotsav (RSM)-2016” will ke held in which of the

following places?

(a) Jaipur
(b) New Delhi
(c) Mumbai @
s
(d) Jodhpur \
TGNCA, EW DELA
Ans: (b)

Related facts:

e The“SecondRashtriya Sanskriti Mahotsav (RSM)-2016" will be held from 15th to 23rd
October, 2016 in the premises of Indira Gandhi National Centre for Arts IGNCA), Janpath,
New Delhi.

e Rashtriya Sanskriti Mahotsav was conceived by the Ministry of Culture in theyear 2015.

e TheFirst Rashtriya SanskritiMahotsav was celebrated in November-2015.

e |tsintent isto showcase the rich cultural heritage ofthe Country in allits richand varied
dimensions,viz Handicrafts, Cuisine, Painting, Sculpture, Phatography, Documentation and
Performing Arts-Folk, Tribal, Classical and Contemporary- all in one place.

e The Rashtriya Sanskriti Mahotsav would showcase all these aspects of Indian Culture in
different areas designated forthe same.

e Accordingly, there will be a “‘Shilp Haat’ in which pavilions alled “ Aaangans” would be put
up by each ofthe seven Zonal Cultural Centers (ZCCs) of the country as well as the
Academies and IGNCA.

e The Aaangans will be decoraed by expert traditional painters and sculptors, in styles most
representative oftheregionsthat each of the ZCCs represents.

Reference:

http//pib.nicin/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=151578

http//pib.nicin/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx ?relid=151652

http //www.rsmindia2016.in/

115
http://www.edristi.in/



5th editionof India International Silk Fair

Question: India ocaupies which of the following pasition among silk producing countriesin the
world?

(a) First

(b) Scond ”'f'E
(c) Third
(d) Fourth

Ans:(b)
Related facts:

e On 15th October, 2016 The 5th edition of India International Slk Fair has begun at Pragati
Maidan, New Delhi.

e The3-day exhibition (15-17 October, 2016) inaugurated by the UnionT extiles Minister Smriti
Zubin Irani.

e |t provides an opportunity to small and medium entrepreneurs in showcasing their unique
productsto visiting overseas buyers.

e ThelIndian Slk Export Promotion Council issponsoringthe visit of around 100 buyers from
various overseas countries to visit stands of 120 exhihitors of silk and silk blended products,
which are manufactured in vaious parts of the country and exported all over the world.

e TheIndian Slk Industry isvery impartant, being rural and agriculture-based, providing
livelihoodto around7 million people in the country.

e Indiaisthe scond largest producer of silk inthe world. While silk production in all other silk-
producing countries is in decline, thesilk production in India has consistently been onthe rise.

e Indiaistheonly country in the world which produces all major varieties of silk, namely,
Mulberry, T asar, Eriand Muga.

e Fairis expededto generate abusiness of over US $50 million for SMEs engaged in producing
silk and silk blended garments, fabrics, accessories and floor cverings.

Reference:

http //www.indiainternationalsilkfair.com/fair detail.php

httpi//pib.nicin/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx ?relid=151626
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6th Meeting of the BRICS Trade Ministers

Question: 1st BRICS Trade Fair from 12-14 Octoker, 2016 was heldin ....

a) New Delhi

b) Kolkata
c) Pana

d) None ofthe above

Ans: (a)

Related facts:

On 13th October, 2016 the 6th meeting ofthe BRICST rade Ministerswas held in New Delhi
on the threshold of the 8th BRICS Summit on 15-16 October, 2016 in Goa.

Trade Minigtersrecognized the impoitance of preserving policy spaceto promote
industrialization, industrial upgrading and value addition asa core pillar for structural
transformation and sustainable development.

The Ministers agreedthat close cooperation among the Contact Group on Economic and
Trade Issues (CGET I), the BRICS Bsiness Council and New Development Bank is useful for
takingthe BRICS Economic Cooperaion to anew level.

The Ministers recognised the importance of the Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises
(MSME) to the balanced economic development of the BRICScountries.

Theministers acknowledged it as the engines of export led growth and employment
generation as it offers highest rate of employment per unit of investment.

Taking noteof the issues faced by MSMEs they stressed on the need for cooperation among
the BRICS countriesto effectively address the barriersto trade and investment amongst the
MSMEs and welcomed the “BRICS Micro Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME)
Cooperation Framework”

Trade Ministers urged the BRICS Business Council (BBC) to speed up the development ofthe
BRICS Roadmap for Trade, Economic and Investment Cooperation and implement suitable

projects.

117

http://www.edristi.in/



e The Ministers emphasized that the increase in Non-tariff measures (NTMs) restrict the
participation of developing countriesin global trade. The Ministers commended the CGETI
for developing a working document on ‘BRICS Mechanism for NTM Resolution.

e The Ministers endorsed the “Framework for Cooperation on Sandardisation. The Ministers
urgedthe CGETI to ensure that the cooperation leadsto a better understanding of each other
standards.

e The Ministers recognised that the Services sedor remains important and contributestomore
than half of the GDP of many BRICScountries and emphasized on cooperation. The Ministers
endorsed the“Framework for Cooperation onT rade in Services”.

e The Ministers appreciated tha India heldthe 1st BRICS T rade Fair from 12-14 October, 2016
in New Delhi as part of trade promotion.

e The Ministers noted that Article 10.4 of the WT O Agreementon T rade Facilitation indructs
that WTO Members shall endeavourto establish or maintain a single window. T hey also
appreciated the work being carried out in the BRICS countries for development of natbnal
single windows.

e The Ministers highlighted the importance of cooperation on intellectual property rights (IPR).
In this context, they appreciate the formation of and endorse the BRICS IPR Cooperation
Mechanism (IPRCM).

e Theministers stressed ontheneedto cooperae in E-commerce and appreciated the progress
achieved since the adoption of the Framework for BRICS E-commerce Cooperation in 2015.

Reference:

http://pib.nicin/newsite/erelease.agpx

http//www.thehindubusinessline.com/economy/policy/brics-trade-ministers-resolve-to-boost -

cooperation-among-msmes/article9215536 .ece
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Meeting of Commonwealth Finance Ministers’ and Governing Council
meeting of the BRICS

Question: Recently the meeting of the Commonwealth Finance Ministers’ and Gowe rning Council
meeting of the BRICS Contingent Reserve Arrangement (CRA) was heldin whid of the following
city?

(a) Melboume  (b) Washington DC (c) New York (d) Mexico
Ans: (b)

Related facts:

e On 60ctober 2016 Commonwealth Finance Ministers’ Meeting andthe Governing Council
Meeting ofthe BRICS Contingent Reserve Arrangement (CRA) heldat IMF Headquarters in
Washington D.C.

e Union Finance Minister Arun Jaitley chaired both the meetings.

e During the meeting, two important issues- the ‘Economics of Climate Change and Financing
Climate Adaptation and Mitigation’; and ‘International T axation-a Commonwealth
Conversationaround the Panama Papers’ were discussed and celiberated.

e Inthe presence of theFinance Minister, Arun Jaitley,the Standard Chartered Bank and Bank
of Baroda signed an MoU on Commonwealth Small Sates T rade Finance Facility.

e Inthe presence of the Finance Minister, Shri Arun Jatley,the Standard Chartered Bank and
Bank of Baroda signed an MoU on Commonwealth Small Staes T race Finane Facility.

Reference:
http//pib.nicin/hewsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=151514
https://twitter.com/FinMinIndia/stat us/784276573838987264

World Sustainable Development Summit

Question: The firstedition of World Sustainable Development Summit (WSDS) was organlsedln
whid of the following Indian City?
(a) Jaipur  (b) Udaipur (¢ Benaaluru  (d) New Delhi
Ans:(d) = e
Related fact b e
e From6to 8 October2016;the first edition of World Qustainable Development Summi
(WDS) wasorganised in New Delhi.
e It was organised by The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI).
e President Pranab Mukherjeeinauguratedthe first edition of the World Sustainable
Development Summit (W SDS)
e Thetheme ofthe Summit is ‘Beyond2015: People, Planet and Progress’.
e Speaking onthe occasion, the President said that thethreat of climate change is real and
immediate.
e Asadeveloping country with shared concerns on climate vulnerability, India has a vital stake
in anequitable and multi-lateral approachtowards climate change.
e Indiaratifiedthe landmark Paris Agreement four daysago. This will be a major boostto our
fight against climatechange.
e Ontheoccasion,thePresident presentedthe Sustainable Development Leadership Award to
Shri Pawan Kumar Chamling, Chief of Miniger of Sikkim.
Reference:
http //wsds.teriin.org/
http://pib.nicin/hnewsite/PrintRelease.aspx ?relid=151488
http//pib.nicin/hewsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=151489
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India Economic Summit

Question: Annual India Economic Summit was organised on October 6-7 in which of the following
city?

(a) Benaoaluru
(b) New Delhi
(c) Kolkata
(d) Chennai
Ans: (b)
Related fact:

e World Economic Forum (WEF), hold its annual India Economic Summit on October 6-7 in
New Delhi.

e |t was attended by over 600 business and political leaders includingtop policymakers and
CEOs spanning 30 countries.

e Thethemeforthisyear was ‘Fostering an Inclusive India through Digital Transformation’.

e The summit addresses key issues of national and regional importance underthree thematic
pillars: Mastering the Fourth Industrial Rewolution, Driving Sustainable and Equitable Growth
and, Improving the Ease of Doing Business.

Refe rence:

https://www. weforum.org/events/india-economic-summit-20 16/about

http://indid oday.intoday.in/story/wef-india-economic-summit-in-delhi-on-oct-6-7/1/731122.htm|
http://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/wef-india-economic-summit-in-delhi-on-oct-6-7-
116080300993 1.html

5th International Buddhist Conclave

Question: Ministry of Tourism organizedthe “5th Inte rnationa Buddhist Conclave from 2ndto 6th
October 2016 at which ofthe following place?
(a) BodhGaya

(b) Sarnath

(c) Kushinagar

(d) Kapilvastu

Ans: (b)

Related facts:

e Ministry of Tourism has organized the*5th International Buddhist Conclave (fom 2ndto 6th
October 2016)”in Varanasi-Sarnath.

e The conclave was organised incollaboration with the Sate Governments of Uttar Pradesh and
Bihar.

e The Conclave was inaugurated by Dr. Mahesh Sharma, Minister for Tourism & Cultureon 2nd
October, 2016 in New Delhi.

e The Assoc. Prafessor Chavanee Tongroach, Vice Miniger of Tourism & Sports, Govt. of the
Kingdom of Thailand, Mr. Macio Favilla, Executive Director, World Tourism Organizaion
(UNWT O) and Mayor of Varanasi amongst others attended the opening session of the conclave.

e Ministry of Tourism will investin tourism infrastructure for development of Buddhist Circuit in
India under its Swadesh Darshan Scheme.

e An amount of Rs. 132.17 crorehas been sanctioned till date.

Reference:

http://pib.nic.in/hewsite/Print Release.aspx ?relid=151333

http://pib.nic.inhewsite/Print Release.aspx ?relid=151409
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Two day conference of States Power Ministers

Question: Atwo-day conference of Ministers for Power, New & Renewalle Energy & Mines of
States & Union Territorieswill be held on 7th& 8th of O ctoberin ....?
a) New Delhi
b) Bhopal
¢) Raipur
d) Vadodara
Ans: (d)
Related facts:
e A two-day conference of Ministers for Power, New & Renewable Energy & Mines of States
& Union Territories will be held on 7th& 8thof October in Vadodara, Gujarat.
e The Conference will be inaugurated by Mr. Piyush Goyal, Union Minister of Sate (IC) for
Power, Coal, New & Renewable Energy and Mines.

e Theaim of thistwo-day conference isto review the implementation of various ongoing
Schemes/ Programmes & deliberate on a host of issues relatedto Power, Coal, Renewable
Energy and Mines sectors.

e The conference will e organized onthe sidelines of the International Energy Conference-
SWIT CH Global Expo organized by Government of Gujarat from 06thto 10th October, 2016
at Vadodara.

e Ministers and Secretaries will discussissues like implementation of Ujwal DISCOM
Assurance Yojana (UDAY),24x7 Power for All, IT enablement of urban & rural feecers,
Rural Electrification Programme, Energy conservation, Right of Way (RoW) compensation
for transmission linesin urban areas, National Power Demand & National Electricity Plan.

e Theywill also discuss introduction of Mobile Apps for increasing transparency.

e Inthe area of Renewable Energy, Stae wise review will be taken on issues regarding Solar
Power, WindPower as well as the compliance of Renewable Purchase Obligations (RPOs)
and Renewable Energy Certificates (RECs).

e Inthe Coal sctor, deliberations will focus upon issues like Import Substitution of coal, third
party sampling and flexibility in utilization of coal will be among other outstanding issues of
coal companies.

e Inthe Mining sector, discussion will concentrate upon important issues such as preparedness
for e-auctions of mapr minerl blocks, setting up of District Mineral Funds (DMF) inthe
States, exploration policy, star rating of Mines and curbing of illegal mining through Mining
Surveillance System (MSS).

Reference:
http//pib.nicin/hewsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=151398

http //energy.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/power/state-power-ministers-t o-discuss-energy -
conservation-in-switch-global-expo/54673773
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PM inaugurated India Sanitation Conference

Question: What is INDOSAN?

a) satellite b) a branch of Prasar Bharti
¢) India Sanitation Conference d) none of theabove.
Ans: (c)

Related facts:

e On Dth September, 2016 PM Narendra Modi inaugurated India Sanitation Conference-
INDOSAN.

e Ahead ofthe secondanniversary of Svachh Bharat Mission on 2nd October, 2016, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi addressed chief ministers, ministers, elected representatives of
people, district colledors, municipal commissioners of 500 AMRUT cities and other
stakeholdersin New Delhi.

e Theday longINDOSAN (India Sanitation Conference) was meant fortaking sock ofthe
progress made underthe Swachh Bharat mission.

e Afte the inaugural session, Urban Development Minister M.Venkaiah Naidu and Drirking
Water and Sanitation Minister Narendra Singh T omar co-chaired a plenary session on
‘Behavioral Change’ -Aspects of Swachh Bharat Mission.

Swachh Bharat Mission was launched on October 2,2014. It aims at creatinga Clean India

by October 2, 2019 which coincides with the 150th Birth Anniversary of Mahama Gandhi.—
Reference:
http //www.narendramodi.in/om-modi-inaugurates-the-indosan-india-sanitation-conference-in-new-delhi-
532407
http://pib.nicin/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=151284

35th Coast Guard Commanders’ Conference inaugurated

Question: Indian Coast Guard (ICG) Headquarters is located at..?
a) New Delhi b) Kolkata

c¢) Chennai d) Visakhapatnam

Ans: (a)

Related fact:

e On Bth September, 2016 Defence Minister Manohar Parrikar inaugurated the 35th Coast
Guard Commanders Conference at Coast Guard Headguartersin New Delhi.

e Mr. Parrikar appreciaed the efforts of the Indian Coast Guard (ICG) in raising maritime and
coastal security not only by deployment of assets but also by efficient use of Coastal Scurity
Network Phase I.

e He also expressed hopethat Goastal Scurity Network (CSN) Phase I would also be
implementedon time.

e Mr. Parrikar congratulated the ICG ontheir protracted efforts with Pakistan and Sri Lankan
security agencies which resulted in reduced apprehension of Indian fishing boats.

e The Defence Minister promised all assistanceofthe Ministry of Defence for cases relatingto
the operational efficiency andthose pertainingtothe growth ofthe service, be it the
manpower or new acquisitions.

e The conference was attended by senior offices ofthe Defence Ministry and Indian Coast
Guard (ICG) including the Director General Rajendra Singh, Additional Diredors General
and Coast Guard Regional Commanckrs.

e The conference isheld annually, where all regional conmanders put forth the roadmap for
future; discuss variows policy and strategic issues. T hethree-day conference aimsto carve out
a futuristic vision forthe service andto determine the modalitiesto overcomethe challenges
efficiently.

Reference:
http//pib.nicin/hewsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=151214
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ASSOCIATIONS & ORGANIZATIONS
OPEC agrees on oil production curbs

Question: OPEC isan organization of ... adil-exporting countries.
a) 10

b) 14

c) 12

d)9

Ans: (b)

Related fact:

e On Xth September, 2016 Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries -OP EC reached
a consensus to reduce oil production for the firsttime since 2008 after an informal meeting in
Algiers, Algeria.

e It was decided that OPEC would reduce oil production to arange of 32.5 to 33.0 million bpd
(barrels per day) from its current output at 33.24 million bpd.

e Howeverthequantity of reduction by each country will be decided in OPEC’s next formal
meeting scheduled in November 2016. In this meeting, Russia (non-OP EC member) will also
be invitedto join cuts in production.

e Organization of the Petroleum Expotting Countries (OPEC) is an intergovernmental
organizationof 14 naions, founded in 1960 in Baghdad. It is headquartered since 1965 in
Vienna.

e Asof July 2016, it has 14 members- Algeria, Angola, Libya, Nigeria and Gabon (from
Africa); Indonesia, Iran, Irag, Saudi Arabia (the de fado leader) Kuwait, Qatar, United Arab
Emirates (from Asia); Ecuador and Venezuela (from Latin America)

e Asof2015,these 14 countriesaccounted foran estimated 43 percent of global oil production
and 73 percent ofthe world’s“proven” oil reserves.

Reference:

http //www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/opec-agrees-on-modest-oil-production-
curbg/article9163898.ece

http //www.reuters.com/article/us-opec-meeting-idUSKCN11Y18K

Apple acquired Tuplejump

Question: Recently Apple acquired Tuple jump. Itislocated in which of the following state?
(a) Andhra Pradesh
(b) Karnataka 3
(c) West Bengal
(d) Tamil Nadu t'
Ans: (a)
Related facts:
e Accordingtothe press release issued by Apple on 23 September 2016 Apple Inc. hasacquired
Indian machine-learning startup T uplejump Software Pvt Ltd.
e Tuplejump is Hyderabad-based startup.
e Known in the trade as an acaui-hire, nearly all of T uplejump’s 16 employees ae inthe
proass of becoming Apple staffers.
e Tuplejump is Apple’sfirst acquisition in India.
e Tuplejump was founded in 2013 by Rohit Rai, Satyaprakash Buddhavarapu and Deepak Alur.
Reference:
http //www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2016-09-22/apple-buys-tuplejump-to-expand-machine-
learning-capabilities
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LAW & JUSTICE

Vehicle manufacturers will have to give details about the emission and
noise lewvels of each vehicle

Question: According to the release made by Ministry of Road Transport & Highways the
manufacturers of all kinds of motor vehicles will have to give detailed dedaration about the
emission and noise lewels ofthe wehicle they have manufadured, this will be
applicable from-
(a) 1 January 2017
(b) 1 April 2017
(c) 1 December 2016
(d) 1 March2017
Ans: (b)
Related facts:
e Accordingtothe Ministry of Road T ransport & Highways manufacturers of all kinds of motor

vehicles as also E-rickshaws and E-carts will have to give detailed declarationabout the
emission and noise levels of the vehicle they have manufactured from 1 of April 2017.

e Ministry of Road Transport & Highways hasamended Form 22 underthe Central Motor
Vehicles Act, 1989.

e Through which manufacturers provide the Intial Certificate of Compliance with Pollution
Standards, Safety Standards of Components Quality and Road —-W orthiness catificate for all
vehicles.

e Earlier, Form 22 only certified that the vehicle in question complied with the provisions ofthe
Motor Vehicles Act and rulesthere under, including the relevant emission norms — Bharat
Stage I/11/111 etc.

e Fromlst April, 2017 however, the venicle manufacturers will have to provide emission details
for each vehicle inthe revised Form 22.

e The Form will include the brand, chassis number, engine number (motor number, in case of
battery operaed vehicles) and emission norms — Bharat Stage — 1V / M /Bhara (T rem) Stage-
I11/11 etc ofthe vehicle.

e Theform also specify the lewels of each pollutant like carbon monoxide, hydro carbon, non-
methane HC, NOx, HC + NOx, PM ec for perol and diesel vehicles and also sound level for
hormn and pass by noise values.

e Theamendedrules will applyto all vehicles run on perol, CNG, LPG, electric, diesel and
hybrid, including agricultural and construction vehicles, as well as E-rickshaws and E-carts.

Reference:
http://pib.nicin/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx ?relid=151751

http/timesdfindia.indiatimes.com/city/mumbai/VVehicle-manufacturers-will-have-to-cive-details-about-

the-emission-and-noise-levels/articleshow/54933742 cms
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YEAR, DAY & WEEK
National Ayurveda Day

Question: When was the National Ayureda Dayis celebrated in 2016?
(a) 26 October f’ﬂ b
(b) 27 October i -f‘!f
(c) 28 October =
(d) 25 October
Ans. (c)
Related facts:
e On 28 October 2016 first National Ayurveda Day was celebrated aadossthecountry.
e Thethemeofthe Day was “Preverntion and Controlof Diabetes through Ayurveda”.
e The Ministry of AYUSH has launch “Mission Madhumehathrough Ayurveda” on the
occasion.
e The Minister of Stae (IC) PMO, DoNER, DOPT, Dr. Jitender Singh inaugurated the seminar
on “’Prevention and Control of Diabetes through Ayurveda”
e Thenational treatment Protocol was also released on the occasion of National Seminar.
e Government of India has decided to celebrae National Ayurveda Day every year onthe
occasion of Dhanwantari Jayanti.
Reference:
http://pib.nic.in/hewsite/Print Release.aspx ?relid=152010

United Nations Day

Question: United Nations Day is celebrated on-

a) 23 Octoler

b) 25 October

¢) 27 Octoler

d) 24 October

Ans:(d)

Related facts:
e 24 October2016 was celebrated as United Nations Day acrossthe world.
e UN Day markstheanniversary of the entry into force in 1945 of the UN Charter. Withthe

ratification of this founding document by the majority of itssignatories, including the five

permanent members of the Security Council
e 24 Octoberhas been celebrated as United Nations Day since 1948.
e Thethemeofthis year’s concert is“Freedom First”.
Reference:
http:/AMww.un.orglken/events/unday/
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Police Commemoration Day

Question: Police Commemoration Day is observedon-

(a) 22 October  (b) 21 October  (c) 23 Odober (d) 19 Odober
Ans (b)

Related facts:

e On 2L October 2016 Police Commemoration Day was observed acrossthe country.

e Theday commemoratesthe sacrificesof ten policemen while defending our borders with
China in 1959.

e On 2st October 1959 Chinese Army personnel were seen ona hillock who opened fire and
threwgrenades attheparty led by Shri Karam Singh in whichmost personnel were injured.
Tenofthem died, seven weretaken prisoners by the Chinese and the remaining managedto
escape.

e The Annual Conference of Ingpectors General of Police of Staes and Union Territories held
in January 1960 decided that October21 would henceforth be observed as ‘Commemoration
Day’ in all Police Linesthroughout India.

e Union Home Minister, Rajnah Singh paid homage at the Police Memorial Ground,
Chanakyapuri, New Delhi.

e Since 1961, more than 33,000 policepersonnel have sacrificed their lives for scurity ofthe
nation and service tothe society.

Reference:
http://pib.nicin/hewsite/PrintRelease.aspx ?relid=151831

Global lodine Deficiency Disorders Prevention Day

Question: Global lodine Deficiency Disorcers Prewention Day is elebrated on- pr—
(a) 24 October  (b) 22 October  (c) 21 October (d) 23 October , )
Ans:(c) :\
Related facts:

e On 2Lst October Global lodine Deficiency Disorders (IDD) Prevention Day or World lodine
Deficiency Day observed across the world.

e Theaim behindthis day istogenerate awareness of adequate use of iodine andto highlight
the consequences ofiodine deficiency.

e Theiodine deficiency disorders have become a major public health problem worldwide.

e Intoday’s scenario one third of the world population is at the risk of iodine deficiency
disorders.

e Accordingtothe WHO around 54 countries are still iodine — deficient. lodine is a micro
nutrient which isrequired forthe human growth and development.

o Deficiency of iodine may cause disorders like Enlargement of the thyroid gland, Mental
illness : subnormal intelligence, mental retardation, impaired cognitive development in
children and brain damage

e |odized salt isthe most common source of lodine.

e lodized salt is acommon salt containing iodine compound.

e Theaverage daily requirement of iodine for anormalperson is 150 micrograms (1,000,000
micrograms= 1 gm) in a day.

Reference:
http //www.nhp.gov.in/global-iodine-deficiency-disorders-prevention-day pg
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World Osteoporosis Day

Question: World Osteoporosis Day is celebratedon-
(a)20 October  (b) 21 October  (c) 23 October (d) 22 October
Ans: (a)
Reference:
e On 20 October 2016 World Osteoporosis Day (WOD) was celebrated across the world.
e Thethemefor thisyearis “Love your Bones: Protect your future”.
e This day iscelebrated for raising global anareness ofthe prevention, diagnosis andtreatment
of osteoporosis and metabolic bone disease.
e [taimsto put bone, muscle and joint health on the global health agenda and reachesout to
health-care professionals, the media, policy makersandthepublic a& large.
e Osteoporosis is a disease where decreased bone strength increases the risk of a broken bone.
e Itisthemost common rea®n for a broken bone amongthe elderly.
e Bonesthat commonly break include the back bones, the bones of the forearm, and the hip.
e The bone diseases among women are a common occurrence, but of late, Osteoporosis, is fast
affectingmen, mostly afterthey tum 60.
o Green-leafy vegetables like broccoli and spinach, turnip and cabbage contains calcium and
Vitamin Dgood for bones.
e Milk andmilk products contain Vitamin B12 and zinc which makesthe bones strong.
Reference:
https://Amww iofbonehealth.ora/node/2016
http://worldosteoporosisday.ora/about
https://www.nof.org/about-us/buil ding-awareness/world-osteoporosis-day/

World EggDay, 2016

Q:-On which date World Egg Day in 2016 was elebrated?
(A) 12 October  (B) 13 October  (C) 14 October (D) 15 October
Ans: (c)
Related Facts:
e On 14 October, 2016; World Egg Day was celebrated across the world.
e Onthisoccasion Agriculture Miniger Radha Mohan Singh inaugurated a
program at Pusa Institute in New Delhi organised by DADF..
e The ceremony was attended by various stakeholders, mainly farmers and poultry.
e The availahility of eggs per capita per annum in India is 63.
e Accordingto the National Institute of Nutriion per capita availability of eggs should be about
180.
e India ranksthird inthe world in the production of eggs.
e India annually produces approximately 83 hillion eggs.
e China ranksfirst in Egg productionin the world and the USis at second place.
e Most nutrientsare present in high anountsin eggs are protein, vitamin A, vitamin B-6, B-12,
amino acids and iron, phosphorus, selenium, etc.
e The Internaional Egg Commission Conference in Vienna (1996), decided to celebratethe
second Friday of October each year as World Egg Day.
See relatedlinks :
https://www.internationalegg.com/irepresenting-the-industry/fegg-industry/wed-world-eqqg- day/
http://pib.nic.in/newsite/Print Release.aspx ?relid=151658
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World Sight Day 2016

Question: 2016 World Sight Day was celebratedon whid of the following day?
(a)14 October  (b) 13 Ocdtober (c) 16 October (d) 12 October
Ans: (b)
Related facts:
e On 13 October 2016; World Sight Day 2016 was celebrated across the world.
e Thethemefor thisyear is ‘Stronger Together’.
e World Sight Day (WSD) isan annuwal day of awareness held on the second Thursday of
October.
e |tiscelebraed to focus global attention on blindness and vision impairment.

e Accordingto World Health Organization(WHO) approximaely 285 million people worldwide
live with low visionand blindness.
e Ofthese, 39 millionpeople are blind and 246 million have moderate or sewere visual

impairment
e VISON 2020 is aglobal initiativethat aimsto eliminate awidable blindness by the year
2020.
Reference:

http://mwww.iapb.org/wsd16
http://www. who.int/blindness/partnershipsivision2020/en/

World Food Day

Question: World Food Day is celebratedon- g\,,’
(a)5 October  (b) 15 October (c) 16 October (d)21 October 7
Ans: (c) WORLD
Related facts:

DAY-OCT16

e World Food Day was celebrated on 16 October 2016 across the world.
e It was celebratedtocommemoratethe founding ofthe United Nations’ Food and Agriculture
Organisation (FAO).
e Thisyear, the theme is“Climate ischanging. Food and agriculture must too.”
e On 16 October 1945, 42 countries assembled in Quebec, Canada, to create the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO).
e Their goal was to free humanity from hunger and malnutrition, andto effedively manage the
global foodsystem
e The Day iscelebratedto promote worldwide awareness and action for those who suffer from
hunger andfor theneed toensure food security and nutritious diets for all.
Reference:
http://Amww fao.orgworld-food-day/2016/theme/en/
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/world-food-day-observed-annually-on-
october-16-facts-to-consider/articleshow/54872133.cms
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World Standards Day

Question: World Standards Day is celebrated on-

(a) 13 October

(b) 16 October

(c) 15 October

(d) 14 October

Ans: (d)

Related facts:
e On 14 Octohker 2016 World Sandards Day was celebrated across the world.
e Thetheme for the World Standards Day is “ Sandards build Trust”.
e Since 1970, World Standards Day has been celebrated in various waysthroughout the world.

Reference:

http //mwww.is0.org/iso/world-standards-day 2016

http //www.ses-standards.org/?page=W SD

http //www. worldstandardscooperation.org/world-standards-day/

International Day of Rural Women

Question: When the International Day of Rural Women iscelebrated?

(a) 16 October _

(b) 15 October :;ﬁﬁﬁm\nomcg
(c) 17 October
(d) 13 Octokber
Ans: (b) SV A WOMENEd
Related fact: '

e On 15 October 2016 International Day of Rural Women was celebrated across the world.

e TheTheme for this year is-"Climateis Changing Food and Agriculture must too”.

e Theaim of this day isto recognize “the critical role and contribution of rural women,
including indigenous women, in enhancing agricultural and rural development, improving
foodsecurity and eradicating rural poverty.”

e In developing countries, rural women represent approximately 43 per cent of the agricultural
labour force, and produce, process and prepare much of the food available, thereby giving
them primary responsibility for food security.

e Bearing in mindthat 76 per cent of the extreme poor live in rural areas, ensuring rural
women’s access to productive agricultural resources cntributesto decreasingworld hunger
and poverty, and make rural women critical for the success ofthe new Sustainable
Development agenda for 2030.

e Thefirst International Day of Rural Women was observed on 15 October 2008.

e Thisnew international day, established by the General Assembly in itsresolution 62/136 of 18
December 2007.

Reference:

http //www.un.org/en/eventsiruralwomenday/

http //www.un women.org/en/news/in-focus/rural-women-food-poverty
https.//mww.ifad.orgftopiciesourceftags/gender/2170125

129
http://www.edristi.in/



International Day for the Eradication of Poverty

Question: International Day for the Eradication of Powerty celebrated on-
a) 16 October
b) 17 October
¢) 18 October sm n “P
d) 12 October PEAK OL
Ans:(b) AGAINST POVERTY AND INEQUALTY
Related facts:
e The United Nations’ (UN) Intemational Day for the Eradication of Poverty isobservedon
October 17 every year since 1993.
e Through resolution 47/196 adopted on 22 December 1992, the General Assembly declared 17
October asthe Interrational Day for the Eradication of Poverty.
e Itiscelebrated to promote people’s awareness of the needto eradicate poverty and destitution
worldwide, particularly in developing countries.
e Theme of theyear 2016 is: “Moving from humiliation and exclusion to particpation: Ending
poverty in all its forms”.
Reference:
http //www.un.org/en/eventspovertyday/index.shtml

First World Tsunami Awareness Day

Question: Recently United Nations has dedded to celebrate First World Tsunami Awareness Day
on-

(a) November 5, 2016. B
(b) November 6, 2016. },sm!:

(c) November 10, 2016. m{:ﬂum ‘

(d) November 15, 2016. i

AnNs: (a) it bt i i

Related facts:

e TheFirst World T sunami Awareness Day will be celebrated on November 5, 2016.

e To commenorate theoccasion, an event will be organised with Disaster Risk Reduction
(DRR) Championsatthe Asian Ministerial Conference for Disaster Risk Reduction
(AMCDRR) 2016.

e The Conference is being organised from November 3-5, 2016 at Vigyan Bhawan in New
Delhi by the Government of India incollaboration with the United Naions Office for Disaster
Risk Reduction (UNISDR).

e Theobservance of the day would helpto spread awareness among people across the world in
matters related to thedangers of tsunami and shall stress on the importance of early warning
systems in order to mitigate damage from the often devastating natural hazard

e Italso aims & reviving traditional knowledge about tsunamis.

e Thesignificance of this day, the 5th November, to tsunami awareness can be traced back to
the vear 1854. A villager in Wakayama Prefecture, Japan, was concemed abou an impending
tsunami aftera high-intensity earthquake on November 5, 1854.

e To mmmemorate tha day of*“Inamurano Hi” (the burning ofrice sheaves), a resolution was
jointly proposed by 142 countries including Japan asa followup ofthe third UN World
Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.

e The United Nations designated the 5th November as World Tsunami Awareness Day.

Reference:

http://pib.nicin/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx ?relid=151595

http //www.ndtv.com/india-news/first-world-tsunami-awareness-day-to-be-observed-on-november-5-
1473219
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International Day for Disaster Reduction

Question: International Day for Disaster Reductionis celebrated on-

BUNSDR st
a) 11 October 2016 /

b) 9 October ”,
LivetoTell - ~
c) 13 October International Day for Disaster Reduction

d) 10 October -
Ans:(c)
Related fact:

e On 13 Octobker 2016; International Day for Disaster Reduction was celebrated across the
world.

e The2016 Theme is“Live To Tell: Raising Awareness, Reducing Mortality”.

e The International Day for Disaster Reduction began in 1989, after a call by the United Nations
General Assembly for a day to promate a global culture of risk-awareness and disaster
reduction.

e It was originally celebrated on the second Wednesday of October (Resolution 44/236,22
December 1989), but after two decacdes the UN General Assembly formally designated 13
October asthe annual date (Resolution 64/200, 21 December 2009).

Reference:
http //www.un.org/en/events/disasterreductionday/
https.//mwww.unisdr.org/we/campaign/iddr

World Post Day

Question: World Post Day is celebrated on-
(a) 8 October

(b) 6 October

(c) 9 October

(d) 10 October

Ans:(c)

Related facts:

e WorldPost Day is celebrated each year on 9 Octoberacross the world

e The2016 Theme is“Innovation, Integration and Inclusion”.

e Theanniversary of the establishment of the UniversalPostal Union (UPU) in 1874 in the
Swiss Capital, Bem.

e It was declared WorldPost Day by the UPU Congress held inT okyo, Japan in1969. Snce
then, countries across the world participate annually in the celebrations.

e Thepurposeof WorldPost Day istocreate anareness of the role of the postalsector in
people’s and businesses’ everyday lives and its contributiontothe social and economic
development of countries

Reference:
http //www.un.org/en/eventspostday/
http //www.un.org/en/eventspostday/background.shtml
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World Mental Health Day

Question: When didthe World Mental Health Day is cele brate d?
(a) 12 October
(b) 9 October
(c) 10 October
(d) 11 Octokber
Ans: (c)
Related facts:
e On 10 Octobker 2016 World Mental Health Day was observedacross the world.
e Thetheme ofthis year’s World Mental Health Day is“psychological first aid”.
e World Mental Health Day (WMHD) is a day for global mental health education, awareness
and advocacy.
e Accordingto WHO depression is a common illness worldwide, with an estimaed 350 million
people affected.
e Women are more affected than men.
e |t was first celebratedin 1992.
Reference:
http //mww. who.int/mental health/world-mental-heakh-day/2016/en/
http //www. who.int/mental health/world-mental-heakh-day/paper wfmh 2016 pdf?ua=1
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/10665/44615/1/97 89241548205 engpdf

International Day of the Girl Child

Question: When the International Day of the Girl Childiscelebrated?

(a) 12 October International
(b) 11 October Dy )
(c) 9 October S
(d) 17 September

Ans: (b)

Related fact:

On 11 Octobker 2016 Intemnational Day of the Girl Child was celebrated across the world.
Thetheme for thisyear’s International Day of the Girl child is “ Girls’ Progress = Goals’ Progress:
Wha Counts for Girls.”

On December 19, 2011, United Nations General Assembly adopted Resolution 66/170to declare
October 11 asthe International Day of the Girl Child, to recognize girls’ rights and the unique
challenges girls facearound the world

Reference:

http //www.un.org/en/events/igirlchild/

http//www.un.org/en/eventsfgirlchild’background.shiml
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World Space Week

Question: When the World Space Week is celebrated?
(a) 3-6 October

(b) 4-10 Odober

(c)2-8 October

(d) 3-9 October ‘ o
Ans: (b) iy
Related facts:

e World Space Weekis an amual event, observed during the week 0f4-10 October.

e 2016 World Space Week Theme: “Remote sensing: Enabling Our Future”.

e The dates recallthe launch, on 4 October 1957, of the first artificial satellite, Sputnik I, and
the entry into force, on 10 October 1967.

e By Resolution 54/638 of 6 December 1999, the General Assembly proclaimed World Space
Week, to celebratethe contributions of space science and technology to the betterment of the
human condition.

e The United Nations General Assembly declared in 1999 tha World Space Week (WSW) will
be held each year from October 4-10.

e World Space Weekisthe largest amual space event in the world. It builds the workforce of
tomorrow by inspiring students, demonstrates visible public suppoit for the space program,
educates the public about space activities, and fosters international cooperation into space
outreach and education.

Reference:

http://www.un.orglen/events/spaceweek/
http:/AMwwunoosa.org/oosa/en/outreach/events/wsw/index.html
http://wwwshar.gov.in/wswtheme.jsp

World Habitat Day

Question: The 2016 World Habitat Day was celebrated on-
(a)5 October
(b) 4 October g
(c)3 October 1.0
(d) 2 October B
Ans: (c)
Related facts:
e TheWorld Habitat Day was celebrated on 3 October 2016 across the world
e The 2016 Theme is*Housing at the Centre”.
e InResolutibn 40/202 of 17 December 1985, the UN General Assembly designated the first
Monday of October of every year as World Habitat Day.
Reference:
http://www.un.orglen/eventshabita day/
http://unhabitat.org/world-habitat-day-logos/
http://www.ur banoctober.org/index 1 .asp?pcd=2
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International Day of O lder Persons

Question: International Day ofOlcer Persons is celebratedon-
(a) 29 September

(b) 3 October ( w/ o Dy e P
(c) 1 October \g [/V iy

(d) 30 September v

Ans: (c)

Related facts:

e On 10ctober 2016; Internatbnal Day of Older Persons was celebrated acrossthe world.

e On December 14, 190the United Naions General Assembly voted to establish October 1 as
the Interational Day of Older Persons asrecorded in Resolution 45/106.

e Onthisoccasion President of India Pranab Mukharjee presented the National Awards for
Senior Citizens‘ Vayoshreshtha Samman-2016”to eminent senior citizens and ingtitutions in
recognition of their service towards the cause of elderly persons, especially indigent senior
citizens.

e Vayoshreshtha Samman is a Schemeof National Awards instiuted by the Ministry of Social
Justice & Empowerment (D/o Social Justice & Empowerment) initially in 2006 and was
upgraded to the status of Natbnal Awards in 2013.

e Thesegmentof our populationthat isaged above 60 years, numbers about ten and half crores.

e Ofthese, 5.1 crore are male and 5.3 aores arefemale.

e Current projections indicate that by the year 2026, the number of seniar citizens, male and
female, will be 8.4 and 8.8 croresrespectively i.e. atotal of 10 percent of our population.

Reference:

http //www.un.org/en/eventsblderpersonsday/

http //www.un.org/en/eventsblderpersonsday/background.shiml
http//pib.nicinhewsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=151331

International Day of Non-Violence

Question: International Day of Non-Violence is celebratedon-
(a) 1 October

(b) 2 October

(c) 24 October

(d) 29 September

Ans: (b)

Related fact:

e On 20ctober 2016 International Day of Non-Violence was celebrated across the world.

e Thelntemational Day of Non-Violence ismarked on2 Octokber, the hirthday of Mahatma
Gandhi, leacer oftheIndian independence movement and pioneer of the philosophy and
strategy of non-violence.

e On 15 June 2007 the United Nations General Assembly votedto establish 2 October as the
Intemational Day of Non-Violence.

Reference:
http //www.un.org/en/eventshonviolenceday/index.shtml
http //www.indian-embassy.dk/pdf/Notice-for-Gandhi-Jayanti-celebrations.pdf
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World Maritime Day

Question: World Maritime Day is elebrated on-

(a) 26 September o . MO WORL MARTINE DAY 2016
(b) 24 September A B SHIPPING
(c) 29 September M INDSPENSABLE TO

(d) 28 September &2y THEWORLD
Ans:(c)
Related facts:

e On 29 September 2016 World Maritime Day was celebrated across the world.

e TheWorld Maritime Day theme for 2016 is “Shipping: indispensable to the world”.

e Thethemewas chosen to focus onthe critical link between shipping and global societyandto
raise awareness ofthe relevance ofthe role of IMO asthe global regulatory body for
international shipping.

Reference:
http //www.imo.org/en/Abou/EventsWorldMaritimeDay /P ages/W MD-20 16 .aspx

http//www.un.org/en/eventsimaritimeday/

World Heart Day

Question: World Heart Day is celebrated on-
(a) 28 September
(b) 29 September

(c) 26 September p")’:lvlll'“f@ .
(d) 25 September 20 September 2066
Ans: (b)

Related facts:

e On 29 September 2016 World Heart Day was celebraed across the world.

e The Day serves asthe biggest platform for raising awareness about cardiovascular disease
(CVD).

e The Day is being celebrated since 2000.

e Cardiovascular disease (CVD), including heart disease and stroke, is accountable for nearly
halfof all NCD deaths making it the world’s number one killer and claiming 17.5 million live
eachyear.

Reference:

http //mww. world-heart-federation.org/what-we-do/world-heart-day/
http//worldheartday org/world-heart-day-2015/
http//heart.cchrane.org/askaquestion?platform=hootsuite
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BOOKS
Full volumes ofPandit Deendayal Upadhyaya’s works released

Question: Who among the following has released full volumes of Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya’s
works? ailador

(a) Pranab Mukherjee
(b) Narendra Modi

(c) Amit Shah

(d) Lal Krishna Advani
Ans: (b)

Related fact:

e On 90ctober 2016 Prime Minister Narendra Modi released 15 volume Complete works of
former Jan Sangh Chief Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya.

e Thel5-volumework “The Complete Works of Deendayal Upadhyaya highlights the key
events in thelife of Upadhyaya,the journey of Jana Sangh and of the country and includes
everts like the 1965 Indo-P akistan war, Tashkent agreement,and Goa’s liberaion.

e Thel5-volumework “The Complete Works of Deendayal Upadhyaya was edited by Mahesh
Chandra sharma, former MP and chairman of Research and Development Foundation for
Integral Humanism.

Reference:

http //www.narendramodi.in/prime-minister-narendramodi-to-inaurgurate-full-volume-of-pt-deendayal-
upacdhyay-s-literature-at-vigyan-bhavan-new-delhi-5326 72

http //www.thehindu.com/news/national/prime-minister-narendra-modi-talks-about-indias-surgical-
strikes-against-pakistan-in-new-delhi/article9204229 ece

http //www.bjp.ora/hi/media-resources/press-releases/salient -points-of-speech-by-hon-ble-prime-
minister-shri-narendra-modi-on-the-occasion-of-release-of-complete-literat ure-of-pandit-deen-dayal-
upachyay-at-vigyan-bhawan-new-delhi-09-10-2016-hi

Book titled Modi’s Midas Touch inForeign Policy released

Question: Who is the author of the book “Modi’s Midas Touch in Foreign Policy™?
(a) Arun Shourie

(b) Vijayakanth
(c) Qurendra Kumar
(d) Partha Sarathi
Ans:(c)
Related fact:
e On 40ctober 2016; M. Venkaiah Naidu, Minister for Informaion and Broadcasting released
the book titled Modi’s MidasTouch n Foreign Policy.
e The book has been authored by Ambassador Surendra Kumar.
e Thebook outlinesthe progress and the indelible imprint onthe conduct of India’s Foreign
Poligy by the Hon’ble Prime Minister in the last two and a half years.
Reference:
http//pib.nicin/hewsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=151423
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September — October, 2016 Popular Books

1. Ctizen and Society — Mohd. Hamid Ansari
2. Far and Away : Reporting from the Brink of Change — Andrew Solomon
3. Karachi, You’re Killing Me! — Saba Imtiaz
4. All That Man Is — David Szalay

5. The Sellout : A Novel — Paul Beatty

6. Do not Say We Have Nothing — Madeleine Thien

7. Rekha : The Untold Story— Yasser Usman

8. One Indian Girl —Chetan Bhagat

9. Democrates and Dissenters — Ramachandra Guha

10. One anda Half Wife — Meghna Pant

11. Snti KiTalash Mein Zindagi — Radhika Nagrath

12. Anything But Khamosh : The Shatrughan Sinha Biography — Bharathi S.Pradhan
13. His Bloody Project — Graeme Macrae Burnet

14. Hot Milk— Deborah Lewy

15. The Girls— EmmaCline

16. Sx Machine : 1 Don’t Like Cricket.... | Love It —Chris Gayle

17. Imagine Me Gone — Adam Haslett

18. Leaping Poetry : An Idea With Poems andTransldions —Robert Bly
19. Munnu! A Boy From Kashmir — Malik Sajad

20. The Ocean of Churn : Howthe Indian Ocean Shaped Human History —Sanjeev Sanyal
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MISCELLANEOUS

e-Postal Ballot System

Question: Recentlye-Postal Ballot System has been startedfor-
(a) All govemment employees

(b) Receiving Indian citizenship for people living abroad

(c) Service voters, includingarmed forces personnel

(d) Armed forces personnel

Ans:(c)

Related facts:

e On 2L October 2016 Government by amending rule 23 of the Conduct of Eledions Rules,
1961 has enabled service voters, including armed forces personnel, to cast their vote in
elections through e-postal ballot.

e Thiswill resolve the difficulties and hardships encourtered by the service voters, especially by
the armed forces personnel serving the borderand remote areas of the country.

Under this system a blank postal ballot paper would be transmitted tothem electronically.
Thiswould cut shortthe delay experienced inthe present system in two-way transmission of
ballot paper by the postal services.

e Thearmed forces personnel srving in remote and border areas would be greatly benefitted
sincethe present system oftwo-way transmission of ballot paper by the postal serviceshas not
been able to meet the expectaions ofthe service voters.

e The Election Commission proposed that the categories of voters mentioned at rule 18 ofthe
Conduct of Election Rules, 1961 may be mace eligible for e-postal ballot system.

Reference:
http//pib.nicin/hewsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=151934
http//pib.nicin/hewsite/hindireleaseaspx?relid=55775

Inauguration of Sevashram Hospital and Sardar Patel Hospital & Heart
Institute

Question: Recently Pranab Mukherjee inaugu rated Sevashram Hospital and Sardar Patel Hospital
andHeart Institutein which of the following state?
(a) Madhya Pradesh

(b) Rajasthan

(c) Qujarat

(d) Uttar Pradesh

Ans:(c)

Related facts:

On 23 October 2016 President of India, Shri Pranab Mukherjee inaugurated Sevashram Hospital at
Bharuch and Sardar Patel Hospital and Heart Instituteat Ankleshwar, Gujarat.

The President said that both Sevasharam Hospital and the Sardar Patel Hospital are driven by similar
ethos, a desire to serve humanity andtake care of thehealth of people

Reference:

http//pib.nicin/mhewsite/PrintRelease.aspx ?relid=151894
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Irom Sharmila launches party

Question: Name the political party announced by activist Irom Sharmila?
(a) People’s Democratic Alliance
(b) Liberal Democratic Alliance
(c) People’s Resurgence and Justice Alliance
(d) People’sJustice Alliance
Ans: (c)
Related facts:
e On 18 Octoher 2016 Activist Irom Sharmila began her political journey by announcinga new
political party.
e Thename ofthe party isPeople’s Resurgence and Justice Alliance (PRIA).
e It should be known that she broke her 16-yea-long fast demanding withdrawal of the Armed
Forces Special Powers Act on9 August 2016.
e She will be the co-convenor of the paty, which includes a number ofactivistsand
entrepreneurs. Academician Erendro Leichombam isthe convenor ofthe party.
Reference:
http //www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/irom-sharmila-fbats-new-political-party-peoples-
resurgence-and-justice-alliance/article9 234887 .ece
http /timesdfindia.indiatimescom/india/lrom-Sharmilas-new-party-Peoples-Resurgence-Just ice-
Alliance/articleshow/54915182.cms

First Made-in-India ekctric bus

Question: Which ofthe following mmpany has unveiled first Mack-in-Inda electric bus “Circuit™?
(a) TATA motors : 1
(b) Mahindra and Mahindra
(c) Ashok Leyland
(d) Wolvo
Ans: (c) /
Related facts: S
e On 17 October 2016 Ashok Leyland has unveiled firs Made-in-India electric bus “Circuit”.
e Theinitial investment is around Rs 22 crore. The company had earmarked as much as Rs 500
crorefor the product to be done in phases.
e Itisdesignedand engineeredin India; it’s in line withthe company’svision for the future of
mass mobility.
e Theelectric bus will have a minimum seating capacity of 35 fo a maximum of65, and can run
up to 120 kibmeters on a single recharge under standard test conditions.
e Currently, these buses are now being manufadured in Alwar, Rajasthan and also in our
Viralimalai facility in T amil Nadu.
e Thebus is zero-emission vehicle.
Reference:
http //www.business-standard com/article/companies/make-in-india-ashok-leyland-launches-india-s-14t-
electric-bus-116101700239 1.html
http //www.livemint.com/Industry/apnW Z Dt Hxp9 0 Dx W g6 MY AcP /Ashok -Leyland-unveils- Indias-first -
indicenous-electric-bus.html
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/indust ry/auto/news/commercial-vehicle/ashok-leyland-unveils-
indias-first-indigenous-electric-bus/articleshow/54894000.cms
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Hunar Haat

Question: ‘“Hunar Haat’ is keing organized by ... .

a) The Ministry of Minority Affairs
b) Ministry of Micro, Small & Medium Enterprises
¢) Human Resource Development Miistry

d) None ofthe above

Ans: (a)
Related Facts:

The Ministry of Minority Affairs is goingto organise ‘HunarHaat’ at the India Internaional
Tracde Fair from 14th November, 2016 at Pragati Maidan in New Delhi.

‘Hunar Haat’ is an exhibition of handicrafts, enbroidery etc. made by the artisans fromthe
Minority Communities.

The special feature ofthis unique ‘Hunar Haa’ isthat besides providing free of cost stall to
artisans/craftsmen, the Ministry will also make arrangements for theirtransportation.

The exhibition will include artefacts made by cane and bamboo in North eastemn states; cloth
work and embroidery (chikan) work, brass artefacts, Jardoji clothes work of WtarPradesh;
collection of pottery work of Southemn states; sandalwood andother wooden atefacts;
handicrafts from Bihar-Jharkhand; indigenous goods for domestic use from Bengal-Odisha.

It will also display other arts/crafts like marble work from Rajasthan; beautiful handicrafts
from Gujarat; Pashmina and bronze work from Kashmir. Besides, centuriesold Ayurvedic,
Unani health care; glass artefacts; Indian silk-cotton work will also be a part of the exhibition.
Chief Ministers of all the states have been requested to direct the conerned Department to
make aware talentedartisans and craft persons about this exhibition and encourage them to
sendtheir applicationsto National Minority Development & Finance Corporation (NMDFC).
NMDFC will be participatingin the India International Trade Fair on behalf of the Mhistry of
Minority Affairs under the banner of USTT AD (Upgrading the Skillsand Traning in
Traditional Arts Cratts for Development) scheme.

The exhibition ‘Huna Haat’ will provide opportunity to artisans fromevery corner ofthe

countryto display their art on national & international level.

Reference:

http//pib.nicin/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=151745

http //www.nmdfc.org/
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MobiKwik launches Unified Payments Interface

Question: What is Mohi Kwik?
(a) Bank
(b) Mobile wallet and online payment system
(c) Multinatbnal company
(d) Information Provider
Ans: (b)
Related facts:
e On 12 October 2016 India’s largest independent mobile payments network and mobile wallet
MohiKwik has launched Unified Payments Interface (UP1) on its platform.
e MohiKwik wsers can now load their wallet with e-cash using UPI.
e Mobhile wallet company MohiKwik hastied up with ICICI Bankto launch the Unified
Payments Interface (UPI) on its platform
e The company already has options of net-banking, credit and debit cardandthe exclusive cash
pick up and cash deposit service for wallet loading.
e MohiKwik wsers nowhave an additional option for real time wallet loading with UP1.
e Users can us their MobiKwik e-cash at over 100000 online and offline merchants across
India
e Unified Payments Interface (UP1) isan additional layer of payment architecture built upon the
IMPS (Immediate Payment Srvice) mobile payments system which allows customers to
transfer money across different bankswith the use of a single identification and password.
e MohiKwik isalso theonly wallet in Indiatha has a ash pick up facility.
e With which wsers can get their MobiKwik wallet loaded with e-cash from their location within
25 minutes inmajor Indian cities.
Reference:

http//economictimes.indiatimes.com/small-biz/money/mobikwik -partners-with-icici-bank-to-let-users-

fill-wallets-through-ui/articleshow/54810886.cms

http://indianexpress.com/article/fechnology/social/mobikwik-launches-unifiedpayments-interface-on-its-

app-3085455/
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UIDAI’S Challenge drive for Enrolment

Question: Recently the Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI)has launched Challenge
driwe to enroll leftover population for Aadhaar, in how many States/UTs ?
(a) 18 (b)20

(c) 22 (d)24

Ans: (c)

Related fact: ]

e From October 15to November 15, 2016; the Unique Identification Atthority of India
(UIDAI) haslaunched a challenge drive to enroll the leftover population for Aadhaar in 22
states/Union Territories.

It isaimed at targeting the floating papulation and leftover residents.
As part of the drive, the residents of these states/UT s, who have not ye enrolled for Aadhaar,
are being asked to register themselves at https:.//www.wenrol.uidai.gov.in. .
The challenge drive enrolment scheme will be only for the adult population.
The?22 States/UT s are Delhi, Rajasthan, Uttarakhand, MadhyaPradesh, Lakshadweep,
Puducherry, Kerala, Punjab, Haryana, HimachalPradesh, Chandigarh, AndhraPradesh,
Telangana, Chhattisgarh, Andaman & Nicobar Island, Dadra and Nagar Haveli, Goa,
Mabharashtra, Jharkhand, Sikkim, T ripura and Uttar Pradesh.
Reference:
http //pib.nicin/hewsite/PrintRelease.aspx ?relid=151655
http //www.deccanherald.com/content/575890/special-drive-aadhaar-enrolment-22.html
http /timesdfindia.indiatimescom/city/pune/lUIDAIS challenge-drive-for-enrolment-in-2 2-
states/UT s/aiticleshow/54901118.cmshttp:/pib.nic.in/newsitePrint Release.aspx ?relid=151655

National Seismic Programme

Question: Recently Union Petroleum and Natural Gas Minister Dharmendra Pradhan inaugurated
the National Seismic Programme (NSP) in which of the following state?
(a) Odisha  (b) Andhra Pradesh

(c) Kerala  (d) Maharashtra L
Ans: (a) b ’
Related fact: [ :

e On 12 Octoker 2016 Union Petroleum and Natural Gas Minister Dharmendra Pradhan
inaugurated the National Seismic Programme (NSP) in Odisha.
e Theprogramme was launched to trace hydrocarbon resources like oil and natural gas in
Mahanadi basin.
Theprogramme was launched at T aranga village under Soro block in Balasore district.
The NSP aimsto undertake afresh appraisal in all sedimentary basinsacross India, especially
where no/scanty data is available, to have a better understanding of the hydrocarbon patential
of India.
e Under thisprogramme, Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) and Qil India Limited
(OIL) have keen entrusted to conduct 2D seismic Accuisition, Processing and Interpretation
(API) across India.
e The ONGC will carryout the survey of 40,835 Line Kilo Meter (LKM) in onland part of 26
sedimentary basins in 18 States and Union Territories including Odisha’s Mahanadi basin.
e TheOIL will carry out 2D seismic APl of 7,408 LKM in Assam, Manipur, Arunachal
Pradesh, Mizoram and Nagaland.
e Thesurvey project will be completed by March 2019.
Reference:
http //www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/petroleumminister-launches-natbnal-seismic-
programme-in-odisha/article9213335.ece
http //www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2016/oct/13/union-min-launces-national-seismic-
programme-in-state-1527484.htm1?pm=179
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Beneficiary of Venture Capital Fund scheme

Question: RecentlyShripad Yesso Naik, Minister of State (I/C) for AYUSH launded which of the
following Ayurwedic Proprietary Medicine?

(a) Real For Life
(b) Elixir for Life
(c) Amrit Dhara
(d) Casamrit
Ans: (b)
Related fact:

On 11 October 2016 Shripad Yesso Naik, Minister of
State (1/C) for AYUSH launched “Elixir for Life”, an
Ayurvedic Proprietary Medicine .

This product has been produced by a beneficiary of the Venture Capital Fund Scheme for
Scheduled Caste (SC) Entrepreneurs launched by Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment
in 2014-2015.

The beneficiary M/s Mallur Flora & Hospitality Ltd. No. 11, RBI Colony, Bengaluru has been
financed by Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment, Government of India (IFCI) and
Department of Welfare Govt. of Karnataka (KFSC).

The Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment launched the Venture Capital Fund Scheme
for Sheduled Caste (SC) Entrepreneurs in 2014-2015.

50 SC entrepreneurs have till now benefitted from the scheme. The Scheme has helpedthe
entrepreneurs in achieving economic empowerment.

Theobjective of the Venture Capital Fund Scheme for Scheduled Caste are as follow:-

1. ltis a Social Sector initiative to be implemented naionally in orderto promote
entrepreneurship among the scheduled caste population in India.

2. Promote entreprereurship amongst the Scheduled Caste who are oriented towards
innovation and growth technologies.

3. Toprovide concessional fhancetothe scheduled caste entrepreneurs, who will create
wealth and value for society and at the same time will promote profitable businesses. The
assets so creaed will also create forward/ backward linkage. It will create chain effect in the
locality.

4. Toincrease financial inclwsion for SC entrgpreneurs and to motivate them for further
growth of SCcommunities.

5. To develop SC entrepreneurs economically.

6. To enhance directand indirect employment generation for SC population inIndia.

As per Census 2011, the SC population is 2013 crore, which constitutes 16.62% of the total
population in India.

Reference:
http//pib.nicin/nhewsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=151586

http//www.shripadnaik.in/shripad-naik-elixir-for-life/
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Launch of dedicated website for DGAD

Question: Ickntify the correct website address for DGAD.
a) www.dgtr.gov.in

b) www.dgtr.com

¢) www.dgtr.co.in

d) none of the above.

Ans: (a)

Related facts:

e On 7th Octoker, 2016 Rita Teaotia, Commerce Secretary launched a more efficient,
informative, user-friendly and dedicated website for Directorae General of anti dumping and
allied duties (DGAD).

e She also inawguratedthe additional office space devebped by NBCC to meet the requirements
of increased work responsibilities of the Diredorate.

e Wolking commitments and standards of DGAD havealways been high which are reflected in
the record number of51 cases of findings issuied by DGAD in 2015-16. In the current FY
2016-17, DGAD hasalready issued 18 cases of final findingsand 3 cases of preliminay
findings.

e DGAD also organized a Regional Anti-Dumping Workshop in New Delhi in wllaboraion
with Centre for WT O Studiesand WTO Secretariat, India during 3rdto 5th Odober, 2016.

e Theaim of this workshop was to exchange information and views on laws and regulations
relating to trade.

Reference:
http //pib.nicin/hewsite/erelease.aspx
http //www.newsbharati.com/Encyc/2016/10/7/DGAD-W ebsite-L aunch

International cycle rally

Question: Recently Uttar Pradesh gove mment dedded toorganise an international cycle rally
be tween-

(a) Noida-Aara

(b) Agra-Etawah

(c) Noida-Etawah

(d) Etawah-Lucknow
Ans: (b)

Related fact:

e On 30ctober 2016 with an aim to promote environment and lion safari, Uttar Pradesh
government decided to organise an international cycle rally beween Agra and Etawah every
year.

e Therally will start fom next year. It will be organised by the Forest department, which will
act as a nodal agency and work in tandem with other departments.

e UP CGovernment Cabinet has given approvalto the departmentto renovate forest guest houses
at Agra, Firozabad and Etawah, which will fall en routethe cycle rally.

e A monitoringcommitee will set up for the new policy.

Reference:

http://information.up.nic.in/View Hindinews.aspx?id=3101
http//news.webindial23.com/news/Articles/India/20161003/296064 1.htm|

http /Awww.uniindia.com/upto-hold-international-cycle-rally/states/news/64 3867 .html
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Typhoon Megi

Question: Typhoon Megi was named by..?
a) Japan Meteorological Agency

b) Chinese Meteorological Agency

¢) Taiwan Meteorological Agency

d) None ofthe above.

Ans:(a)

Related facts:

e Typhoon Megi, known in thePhilippines as Typhoon Helen, was a large and powerfultropical
cyclone which affected T aiwan and China inlate September 2016.

e |tisthe seventeenth named storm andthe seventh typhoon ofthe annual typhoon season.

e A tropical disturbance formed northeast of Pcohnpei (island) on September 19.

e Two days later the Japan Meteorological Agency (JMA) upgraded the low-pressure area to a
tropical depression early on Sptemkber 21, and the Joint Typhoon Waning Center (JTWC)
also issued a T ropical Cyclone Formation Alert shortly after that.

e TheJMA upgradedthe systemto atropical storm and named it Megi early on September 23.

e However, despite being under excellet envimnmental conditions, Megi stopped intensifying
further since September 25.

e Locaed inanareaof low vertical wind shearand above warm sea surface temperatures near
30°C, diurnal weakening of convection continued to occur, especially over the northern half of
the system.

e Shortly before Megi made landfall over Hualien City it had already intensified into a $ronger
typhoon with one-minute maximum sustained winds at 205 km/h (125 mph) indicated by the
JTWC, equivalent to Category 3 ofthe Saffir-Simpson hurricane wind scale.

e Subsequently, interadion with the high mountains of Taiwan caused Megi to weaken
significantly and it made landfall over Hui’an County of Quanzhou, China as a minimal
typhoon.

e Meg has cawsed widespread disruption in Taiwan and China. Thirteen peoplehave been
confirmed dead in two landslides in southeastern China and 20 peoplemissing. In T aiwnan,
fivepeople died in falls and ather accidents during the sscorm andthree in a landslide in
southern Kaohsiung County.

Reference:

http //www.reuters.com/article/us-asia-storm-china-idUSKCN11Y1Y6
http//mashable.com/2016/09/26/typhoon-megi-hits-taiwan/#5FVcGodL. m8qj
https.//en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Typhoon Megi (2016)
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Delhi Police lhunches mobile application for senior citizens

Question: Name themobile application launched by Delhi Police for senior citizens toenable them
to reach out to the police quickly inemergency situations?
(a) DelhiPolice

(b) DelhiPolice Senior Citizen

(c) Police Senior Citizen
(d) Himmat

Ans:(b)

Related facts:

e On 10ctober 2016 on the occasion of the International Day of Older Persons,the app ‘Delhi
Poliee Senior Citizen” was launched by mobile application forsenior citizensto enablethem
to reach out to the police quickly in emergency situatins.

e |t was launched by Delhi Lt Governor Najeeb Jung and Police Commissioner Alok Kumar
Verma.

e [t will serveas an aidto the elderly intimes of distressor in case of medical emergencies.

e Theywill be able to send an SOS through the application that will immediately be transferred
tothe SHO and beat constable concemed.

e Thosregistered on the app will havethe facility of pressing an SOS button for emergency
call to the senior citizens helpline 1291.

e An alert will go to 24X7 control roomwith location of the caller and a simultaneous alert in
the form of an SMS will go tothe area SHO, beat officer anda pre-assigned contact.

e Presently, 27,645 senior citizens are registered with Delhi Police.

Reference:

http://indianexpress.com/articletechnologytech-news-technology/delhi-police-launches-mobile-

application-for-senior-citizens-3059800/

http //www.aninews.in/newscetail-MTA/MjgxODU4/delhi-police-launches-mobile-app-for-senior-

citizens.html

https://twitter.com/DelhiPolice/status/’7821 798316308684 80

https://twitte.com/DelhiPolice/status’782179831630868480
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SPORTS PERSONALITY

Neeraj Goyat
Question: Neeraj Goyat is related to which of the following sports?
(a) Shooting
(b) Boxing

(c) Weightlitting
(d) Gymnastics
Ans. (b)
Related fact:
e Indian boxer Neeraj Goyat hasretainthe WBC welterweight Asiatitle
e He wonthetitle by defeating Australia’s Ben Kite.
e WBC Asia Welterweight Championship was held at Talkatorastadium in New Delhi, Indi
Reference:
http //www.asianboxingcouncil.com/result. php
http //indianexpress.com/article/sports/sport-athers/indian-boxer-neeraj-goyat-retains-wbc-asia-
welterweight-title-3085003/
http /ftimesdfindia.indiatimescom/sports/boxing/Neeraj-Goya -retainsW BC-Asia-welterweight -
title/articleshow/54871645.cms

Saina Nehwal

Question: Who has been appointed as a member of the Inte mational OlympicCommittee’s (IOC)
Athletes’ Commission?
(a) Sakshi Malik
(b) Sania Nehwal
(c) PV Sindu
(d) Abhinav Bindra
Ans: (b)
Related fact:
e Indian Shuttler Saina Nehwal has been appointed as a member of the International Olympic
Committee’s(IOC) Athletes’ Commission.
e She receiveda letterto the effect from IOC President Thomas Bach on 17 October 2016.
e The Commission is chaired by Angela Ruggiero and cmprises nine vice presidents and 10
other members.
e It may be recalledtha in August , 2016 Chairperson of Reliance Foundation, Nita Ambani
was elected as an individual memberof Intemnational Olympic Committee.
e Nita Ambanibecamethe first Indian woman to join the prestigious body which governs
Olympic sparts in the world.
Reference:
http //www.thehindu.com/sport/other-sports/saina-nehwal-appointed-member-of-iocs-athletes-
commission/article9233879.ece
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P.R Sregjesh

Question: Who will lead the Indian men’shockey tam in the fourth Asian Champions Trophy
(ACT)?

(a) Sardar Singh
(b) SV Sunil

(c) Pradeep More

(d) P.R Sreejesh
Ans: (d)
Related facts:
e On 60ctober 2016 Goalkeeper PR Sreejesh has been selectedto lead an 18-member Indian
men’shockey team in the fouth Asian Champions Trophy (ACT) to ke held in Kuantan,
Malaysia.
e Thefourth Asian ChampionsTrophy (ACT) will be held from 20 October to 30 October 2016.
e Midfielder Manpreet Singh has been named as the vice-captain of the side forthis tournament
in place of SV Sunil.
e Asian Champions T ophy will see participation from India, Korea, Japan, China, hosts
Malaysia and defending champions Pakistan.
Reference:

http//www.espn.in/field-hockey/story/ /id/17727101/sreejesh-lead-indian-men-asian-champions-trophy

Trophy-Manpreet-named-vice-captain/articleshow/54711414.cms
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SPORTS MISCELLANEOUS
Kabaddi World Cup-2016

Question: Who has won the recently held Kabaddi WorldCup-2016?
a) lran

b) Paistan

¢) Nepal

d) India

Ans: (d)

Related facts:

e From?7to 22 October 2016;The 2016 Kabaddi World Cup was played in Ahmedabad, India.

e Thisan intemationalkabaddi tournament governed by the Interational Kabaddi Federation.

e Twelve courntries had competed inthetournament.

e Theparticipaingteamsare India, Auwstralia, Bangladesh, England, Iran, Japan, Kenya, Poland,
South Korea, Thailand, Argentina andthe US

e Pakistan was also goingto be a part of the event, but due to ongoing tension between India
and Pakistan, the latter was not allowed to participate.

e Result of the Tournament:

e Indiadefeated Iran by a margin of 38-29 in the final.

e This was India’s third conscutive Kabaddi World Cup in the Standard Syle vesion of
Kabaddi. Earlier India had won in 2004 and 2007.

e Anup Kumar was the captain of Indian team and Meraj Sheykh was the captain of Iranian
team.

e Mod Successful Raids Ajay Thakur, India (54 raids)

e Most Raid Point-Ajay Thakur (64 points)

e Kabaddi World Cup 2016 Best Emergingteam-Kenya

e Most Valuable Player-Zhang Kun Lee (South Korea)

Reference:

http //www. 201 6kabaddi worldcup.com/matchcentre/282-scorecard

http 7/ www.20 1 6kabaddi worldcup.com/mnews/1103-anup-kumar-coach-s-tactics-helped-us-win
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